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PART TWELVE 



(6)The responsibility for sustaining every creature on earth rests with Allah, and 
He knows their long-term abode and their temporary abode. Everything is in the 
clear book. (7) It is He Who created the heavens and the earth in six days when 
His throne was upon water, to test who of you performed better deeds. Surely if 
you say, "Indeed you will be resurrected after death," the disbelievers will 
definitely reply, "This is merely manifest magic." (8) Indeed, if We have to 
postpone the punishment from them for a little while, they will certainly say, 
"What holds it back?" Behold! The day when it will afflict them, it will not be 
averted from them and their mockery will engulf them. 

ALLAH HAS UNDERTAKEN THE RESPONSIBILITY TO PROVIDE 
SUSTENANCE TO EVERY CREATURE ON EARTH 


Whereas the previous verses discussed Allah's knowledge, these verses 
speak of His ability to sustain and create. Allah says, "The responsibility for 
sustaining every creature on earth rests with Allah ..." Be the creature large or small, 
an insect or anything else, Allah shall sustain it. Allah owes nothing to anyone, 
but He provides for all out of His mercy. 

"...and He knows their long-term abode and their temporary abode." Allah is 
aware of the whereabouts and the habitats of all His creation and feeds them 
wherever they may be. This part of the verse indicates that Allah's creation have 
two types of habitats; one temporary, and the other being occupied for a longer 
period of time. Allah provides for diem in both of these places. It is witnessed 
daily that people of one continent consume food that is imported from another 
continent. 
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"Ruhul Ma'ani" has reported from the "Mustadrak" of Hakim that 
Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud -up interpreted the word "Mustaqarr" 

(translated above as ' long-term abode') as the womb of the mother, while the 
second word viz. "Mustawda" meant the circumstances of death. Allah is aware 
of the necessity of every member of His creation from its inception until its very 
end, when it will no longer require any food. Only Allah knows when and where 
every person will die and will ensure that he receives his sustenance until then, 
and at the predetermined place. 

NONE WILL DIE WITHOUT RECEIVING THEIR APPORTIONED 
SUSTENANCE 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud -up j has reported that the Holy 

Prophet jJL-j Up said, "Indeed Jibr'U Up has cast this in my heart that 

no soul will die until it has completed the sustenance apportioned to it. So fear 
Allah-and seek your sustenance in a proper manner. If sustenance is delayed, 
then do not seek it in a manner that entails disobedience to Allah because Allah's 
bounty cannot be acquired by any means that constitute disobedience to Him. [At 
Targhtb tout Tarhib v. 2 p. 5 35] 

Sayyidina Abu Darda -up &\ narrates that the Holy Prophet jJL-U p 
said, "Without doubt, the sustenance of a person follows him like his death 
follows him." [Ibid] 

Sayyidina Abu Sa'Id -up & narrates that the Holy Prophet Up 
said, "If any of you tries to flee from his sustenance, it will find him just as his 
death will." [At Targhib wat Tarhib v. 2 p.536] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar -up reports that the Holy Prophet 

once found a date and picked it up. A beggar then appeared and the Holy 
Prophet pJL-j Up J-* gave the date to him saying, "Behold! If you had not come 
to it, it would have come to you." [Ibid] 

Because of His infinite mercy, Allah even sustains the disbelievers (kuffdr) 
and the sinners. The question is often raised about where is the sustenance of 
those who die of starvation? The reply is simply that they died after depleting 
their apportioned sustenance. At the time of their deaths, the pre-ordained 
sustenance because of them was already finished. 

Every person receives his full due in this world without stint. It is often seen 
that people die while eating their final meals. Many people are also given their 
final sips of water before their deaths. These were part of their sustenance that 
they had to receive before their deaths. 

"It is He Who created the heavens and the earth in six days" This subject was 
discussed in verse 54 of Surah A'raf (Surah 7) and in the third verse of Surah 
Yunus (Surah 10). 

"when His throne was upon water..." It is evident from this that Allah's 
throne and water were created before the heavens and the earth. 

". to test who of you performed better deeds." The creation of the heavens and 

the earth are sufficient to convince a person of Allah's greatness. Yet Allah also 
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provides people with assistance in times of dire need and such circumstances 
that add to his conviction in Allah's presence and majesty. Once a person 
recognises Allah, he is spurred on to worship Allah and devote himself to Allah. 
The ranks and stages of people in this regard are varied. Some will, of course, 
excel others by performing better actions. 

By understanding the above paragraph, one will understand the 
relationship between the two parts of the above verse viz. " It is He Who created the 
heavens and the earth in six days ..." and to test who of yon performed better deeds." 

In brief, Allah impresses upon people that He created everything and 
provided for man on earth. Man should therefore be grateful to Him for all of 
this and excel in his devotions towards Allah. The creation of the heavens and 
the earth is, therefore, a test for man in this way. ["Ruhul Ma'ani" v. 12 p.10] 

quality of actions take precedence over their 

QUANTITY 

The verse mentions, . .to test who of you performed better deeds." It does not 
say, "who of you perform more deeds." Many Scholars (Ulama) have deduced from 
this that, when performing deeds, the emphasis should be on the quality, of the 
deeds instead of mere quantity. 

To perfect the quality of deeds, two aspects should be noted. The first is that 
of sincerity i.e. the deed should be performed solely for Allah's pleasure. The 
second is that it should be in accordance with the Qur'an and the Sunnah of the 
Holy Prophetf-L^ Up the absence of either of the two will result in the 

actions being deficient, irrespective of the quantity. 

When Sayyidina Mu'adh bin Jabal ^ As was sent by the Holy Prophet 
jJL, • sip 2$ JL* as governor to Yemen, he requested the Holy Prophet (JL-j Up &\ 
for some parting advice. He was told, "Be sincere in your religion (DTn), for then 
even a few actions will suffice." [At Targhib zoat Tarhib v. 1 p.54] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurayra ** & has reported that the Holy Prophet 
JL-j Up said, "The worst thief is he who steals from his Salah." When someone 
asked how it was possible to steal from Salah, the Holy Prophet p-U* Up & 
replied, "When a person does not perform his bowing (Ruku) and prostration 
(Sajdah) properly." [At Targhib wat Tarhib v. 1 p.338] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurayra ** & narrates that the Holy Prophet Up 
(JL-* said, "Allah does not pay any attention to the Salah in which the back is not 
straightened between the bowing (Ruku) and the prostration (Sajda) (i.e. in 
Qaumah)." [Ibid] 

These Ahadith make it dear that the beauty of Salah lies in its proper 
performance without haste. This ruling applies to the obligatory (Fardh) and the 
mandatory (Nafl) Salah. This type of performance is better than Performing many 
rakahs of Salah in haste. 

The Holy Prophet u in JU has prescribed certain guidelines for the 
proper performance of Salah. Of these is that one should not perform Salah while 
suppressing the need to relieve oneself, nor while one is extremely hungry and 
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food has been prepared. The person performing Tahajjud Salah should not do so 
when sleep is overpowering him. These needs should be attended to first so that 
one may perform the Salah in peace. All other acts of Islam should also be 
performed in a perfect manner. 

Allah continues to say in the following verse, "Surely if you say, 'Indeed you 
will be resurrected after death/ the disbelievers will definitely reply, 'This is merely 
manifest magic" Although the disbelievers (kuffdr) were impressed by the beauty 
and eloquence of the Qur'an, they refused to believe in it and brushed it off by 
saying that it was magic. 

"Indeed, if We have to postpone the punishment from them for a little while, they 
will certainly say; 'What holds it back?" By making this statement, they meant to 
deny the warnings of punishment in this world. In addition, they also meant to 
say that the punishment of the Hereafter will also be a farce, since the 
punishment of this world did not appear. 

Allah tells them, "Behold! The day when it will afflict them, it will not be averted 
from them and their mockery will engulf them" When the punishment will overtake 
them at the hour appointed by Allah, then they will have no escape. It will be 
then that they will realise the folly of their ways and see the result of their 
mockery. 
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(9) Undoubtedly, if We allow man to taste of Our mercy and then snatch it away 
from him, he will certainly be despondent and ungrateful (10) Undoubtedly, if 
We allow him to taste of any bounty after an adversity has afflicted him, he will 
certainly say, "All difficulties have left me!" Indeed he then becomes boastful 
and arrogant. (11) Except those who adopt patience and do good deeds. For them 
shall be forgiveness and an immense reward. 


DESPONDENCY, INGRATITUDE, CONCEIT AND ARROGANCE 
ARE PART OF MAN'S PSYCHE 


Allah says, "Undoubtedly, if We allow man to taste of Our mercy and then snatch 
it away from him, he will certainly be despondent and ungrateful" Instead of being 
grateful for the bounty that was once his and looking forward to another spate of 
good fortune, man loses hope of ever receiving another good turn. He neither 
shows gratitude for the favour that he has just lost, nor of any others that he may 
be enjoying at the time. He bewails and laments what he has lost and is never 
patient. 

Describing another aspect of man's behaviour, Allah says, "Undoubtedly, if 
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We allow him to taste of any bounty after an adversity has afflicted him, he will certainly 
say, 'All difficulties have left me!' Indeed he then becomes boastful and arrogant." In his 
revelry, he forgets that every bounty can be lost. He boasts of these to others and 
considers himself superior to them, as if these bounties were attained through his 
own efforts. 

There are exceptions to every situation. Allah then mentions those people 
who are exceptions to the above by saying, " Except those who adopt patience and do 
good deeds." They patiently bear the loss of any fortune and face any difficulty 
with die same fortitude and tolerance. Instead of mourning and lamenting, they 
occupy themselves in righteous deeds, thereby expressing gratitude to Allah. 

Such people never lose hope in Allah's mercy, never boast about their 
fortunes and never look down upon those who are less fortunate. Allah promises 
them, "For them shall be forgiveness and an immense reward." 


J ^ u { - 4 J& cfjjuis 

P 1_K" d lliU ^ j\ 

u^l qf \ylj> JS 1 v -_jyyu 




$ phi C^l jJil OJ3 




(12) It should not be that you ignore some of the commands that have been 
revealed to you, nor that your heart jpieves because they say, "Why is a treasure 
not sent down to him or an angel not accompany him?" You are but a warner, 
and Allah has control over all things. (13) Or do they say, "He has fabricated it." 
Say, "Produce ten fabricated Surahs the like thereof and, besides Allah, call 
whomsoever you can if you are truthful" (14) If they do not respond to you, then 
be assured that this has been revealed according to Allah's knowledge, and that 
there is no deity besides Allah. So will you accept Islam? 


THE REJECTERS ARE CHALLENGED TO PRODUCE TEN SURAHS 
LIKE THOSE OF THE QUR'AN 

The beginning of the Surah describes the attributes of Allah, followed by a 
brief discussion of resurrection. Allah also describes the psychology of man, as 
well as invitations to oneness of Allah (Tauhid) and the Prophethood of Holy 
Prophet U* Jii However, the disbelievers (kuffdr) refuse to accept and 
continue to make absurd statements to defend their stance. One of these is 
mentioned in the above verses. 

Allah says, 'it should not be that you ignore some of the commands that have been 
revealed to you [to please the disbelievers (kuffdr)], nor that your heart grieves because 
they say, 'Why is a treasure not sent doum to him or an angel not accompany him?'" 
Allah tells the Holy Prophet Up ifo jw> that these people should not affect him, 
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because "You are but a Warner, and Allah has control over all things 

The responsibility of the Holy Prophet pJL-j ^ was to convey the 

message. Allah would decide whether He wished to comply with the demands 
of the disbelievers (kuffar) when they requested certain miracles to be displayed. 
The greatest miracle (viz, the Qur'an) has already been manifested before their 
eyes. However, they say regarding the Qur'an, " He has fabricated it." 

Allah replies by saying, "Say, 'Produce ten fabricated Surahs the like thereof and, 
besides Allah, call whomsoever you can (to assist you) if you are truthful/' Allah 
challenges them to reproduce the like of just ten chapters of the Qur'an. If they 
claim that the Holy Prophet <JL. 3 ^ it JU fabricated the Qur'an, they should then 
naturally be able to write a Qur'an of much better content since they were 
regarded to be the most eloquent and lucid linguists. This challenge has not been 
met until today. 

The challenge was then simplified to reproducing one Surah (as has passed 
in verse 23 of Surah Baqarah), but this too remains unchallenged. The truth of the 
matter is that the Qur'an is a living miracle and none can ever match it. 

Allah then says, "If they do not respond to you (i.e. to the challenge), then be 
assured that (their claim to the fabrication of the Qur'an is false and that) this has 
been revealed according to Allah's knowledge , and that there is no deity besides Allah. So 
(after the truth has been made manifest before you) will you accept Islam?" 



(15) Whoever desires the life of this world and its splendour. We shall grant 
them the full recompense for their deeds in this very world and they will not be 
wronged. (16) They are the ones who shall have only the Fire for themselves in 
the Hereafter. Whatever they did in the world will be lost to them and all their 
deeds will be in vain. (17) Whoever is steadfast on the Qur'an from his Lord, that 
is followed by a witness from it and preceded by the Book of Musa as a leader 
and a mercy. These people believe in it. Whoever rejects it from the groups, then 
the Fire is his promised abode. So do not be in doubt about it. It is indeed the 
truth from your Lord, but most people do not know. 
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THE DISBELIEVERS (KUFFAR) WILL BE GRANTED REWARDS FOR 
THEIR DEEDS IN THIS WORLD NO REWARD IN THE HEREAFTER 

The first of the above verses describes the condition of those people who 
desire only the life of this world. All their actions and motives are centred 
around the acquisition of this world, and they have no consciousness of the 
Hereafter. Allah says, "We shall grant them the full recompense for their deeds in this 
very world and they will not be wronged." 

As far as their plight in the Hereafter is concerned, Allah says, " They are the 
ones who shall have only the Fire for themselves in the Hereafter. Whatever they did in 
the world will be lost to them and all their deeds will be in vain. “ This will be the end 
of all their deeds, even though these seemed virtuous in this world. 

Sayyidina Anas narrates that the Holy Prophet ,JL. } ii>i J^> said, 

"No deed of a believer (Mu'min) will be reduced in reward. Allah will grant him 
the reward for it in this world as well as in the Hereafter. However, whatever 
deeds the disbeliever (kafir) does for Allah's pleasure, will be rewarded only in 
this world. In the Hereafter he will have no deeds left to be rewarded." [Muslim] 

Many disbelievers (kuffar) carry out extremely worthy actions in this world 
such as building hospitals and other beneficial institutions. When they hear from 
Muslims that they will not be rewarded and will still be subjected to eternal 
punishment in the Hereafter, they say that they also accept a god for whom they 
carry out these actions. Therefore, they ask, why should they be punished? The 
reply is given very simply that their rewards will be granted in this world and 
the punishment in the Hereafter will be because of their disbelief (kufr). 

A REPLY TO AN IGNORANT QUESTION 

Certain unwary Muslims complain that all Muslims are suffering, while the 
disbelievers (kuffar) all seem to be enjoying themselves. At the outset one may 
comment that all Muslims are not suffering, while all the disbelievers (kuffar) are 
not enjoying good fortune. Secondly, it should be understood that no disbeliever 
(kafir) will enjoy any good fortune in the Hereafter, while the rewards of Muslims 
will be stored for them there. Then too, the believer (Mu'minin) are rewarded for 
the patience they exercise during every difficulty. 

All these factors must be understood. Only then will Muslims be saved from 
making the ludicrous statement that the disbelievers (kuffar) have all the luxuries, 
while the Muslims have only promises to console themselves. Such statements 
constitute objections against Allah, and will lead one to disbelief (kufr). 

Once Sayyidina Umar -up &\ came to the Holy Prophet «-l* iin JL» 
while the Holy Prophet |J-j a J-* was lying on a straw mat, which left 
impressions on his body. He was resting his head against a leather pillow filled 
with the bark of date palms. Sayyidina Umar v* & ^ ; commented, "O The Holy 
Prophet make supplication (du'd) to Allah that He grants your 

Ummah affluence. The Romans and the Persians enjoy abundant wealth whilst 
they do not worship Allah." 

The Holy Prophet W replied, "O son of Khattab! Are you still 





Surah Had 11: 18-24 


8 


Anwflr-ul-Baygn (v. 5) 


deceived? These are the people who are granted luxuries only iiv this world/' 
According to another narration. The Holy Prophet f-Uj U* iui Ju said, "Do you 
not prefer that they receive these luxuries in this world and we receive them in 
the Hereafter?" [Mishkat p.447] 

Thereafter Allah says, "Whoever is steadfast on the Qur'an from his Lord , that is 
followed by a witness from it..." The eloquence of the Qur'an is in itself a witness to 
the miraculous nature of the Qur'an. Another witness is the previous scripture 
given to Sayyidina Musa Up which foretold the advent of the Qur'an. 

Allah says, "and preceded by the Book of Musa as a leader and a mercy." Many of 
the injunctions contained in the Qur'an were also present in the Torah, informing 
people of the rewards of various deeds and instructing them in religion (D'in). 
For this reason it was also a mercy to them. The verse tells us that the person 
who is steadfast on this perfect Qur'an, is steadfast upon a great truth and can 
never be equated to a person who rejects the Qur'an. 

"These people believe in it" According to certain commentators, this part of 
the verse refers to the companion ^> while others are of the opinion that 

all believer (Mu'minin) are implied. 

Allah explains further, "Whoever rejects it from the groups , then the Fire is his 
promised abode. So do not be in doubt about it. It is indeed the truth from your Lord, but 
most people do not know" This explains that all other groups besides the Muslims 
will be entered into the fire of Hell, irrespective of their deeds in this world. 

The Holy Prophet (JUj Up ii JL* said, "I swear by the Being in Whose control 
is the life of Muhammad (JL-j U* iui JU! Any person, be he a Jew or a Christian, 
who dies without believing in the religion (D'in) with which I have been sent, 
will be of the dwellers of Hell if the knowledge of my Prophethood had reached 
him." [Muslim] 
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(18) Who can be more unjust than he who invents lies against Allah? These 
people will be presented before their Lord, and the witnesses will say, "These 
are the ones who attributed lies to their Lord!' Behold! The curse of Allah be on 
the liars... (19) Those who prevented from Allah's path, sought crookedness in 
it, and disbelieved in the Hereafter. (20) Such people are not likely to escape on 
earth, and they shall not have any allies besides Allah. Their punishment will be 
doubled. They have neither the ability to hear, nor can they see. (21) These are 
the ones who have ruined themselves and whatever (gods) they fabricated will 
be lost to them. (22) Without doubt, they will be the worst losers in the 
Hereafter! (23) Surely those who believe, do righteous deeds and bow to their 
Lord, these are the dwellers of Heaven (Jannah), in which they shall abide 
forever. (24)The example of the two groups is like that of the (person who is) 
blind and the deaf and he who can see and hear. Can the two be equated? Will 
you not take heed? 

ALLAH'S CURSE IS ON THE OPPRESSORS, WHILE THE 
BELIEVERS WILL BE REWARDED WITH HEAVEN (JANNAH) 

The Polytheists attributed partners to Allah and, when they were 
admonished, they said, " These are our intercessors with Allah." Sometimes they 
replied, "We only worship them so that they may draw us close to Allah" . In fact, 
these beliefs were in diametrically opposed to what Allah taught them via His 
Prophets Therefore, they actually invented lies against Allah by 

claiming to hold these beliefs as part of their religion (D'in). 

In this regard Allah says, "Who can be more unjust than he who invents lies 
against Allah?" Thereafter, explaining their humiliation on the Day of Judgement, 
Allah says, "These people will be presented before their Lord, and the witnesses will say, 
'These are the ones who attributed lies to their Lord." .Commentators mention that the 
witnesses will be the Prophets the angels and the delievers (Mu'minin). 

Others are of the opinion that these will be the limbs of the disbelievers (kuffar). 

The witnesses will add further, "Behold! The curse of Allah be on the liars. Those 
who prevented (others) from Allah's path, sought crookedness (i.e. tried to find faults) in 
it, and disbelieved in the Hereafter ." 

Regarding their plight Allah says, "Such people are not likely to escape on 
earth..." They can never escape Allah nor death wherever they may hide on earth, 
and certainly they cannot escape from Him in the Hereafter. Allah adds, "and 
they shall not have any allies besides Allah." Those whom they thought would 
intercede for them will not be able to come to their aid. 

"Their punishment will be doubled." They will be punished for remaining 
disbelievers (kuffar), as well as for preventing others from accepting Islam. 

"They.have neither the ability to hear, nor can they see." They exert themselves 
to escape listening to the discourses of the Holy Prophet ^JL. j Up and turn a 
blind eye to ±he signs of Allah's greatness present in themselves and in other 
creation. 

"These are the ones who have ruined themselves..." They have bartered 
guidance for the despicable price of deviation and the bliss of the Hereafter for 
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the pittance of this world. 

The question arises that personal ruin would mean destruction of the soul, 
but the disbelievers ( kuffdr ) are seen to be existing in this world, and will be 
existing in the Hereafter as well. What is then the meaning of ruination? The 
reply is that the existence of the disbelievers (kuffdr) in the Hereafter will be 
worse than death. The soul that is subjected to the eternal damnation of the 
Hereafter will be thoroughly ruined, and cannot be termed as a soul. This is why 
Allah says, “Then he will not die therein (in Hell), nor will he live." [Surah A'la (87), 
terse] 

Thereafter Allah says, ". and whatever (gods) they fabricated will be lost to 

them." Their false gods will not be able to intercede for them, nor assist them in 
any way whatsoever. 

Allah then declares, “Without doubt, they will be the worst losers in the 
Hereafter!" 

After mentioning the plight of the disbelievers (kuffdr), Allah speaks of the 
believers (Mu'rninin). He says, " Surely those who believe, do righteous deeds and bow 
to their Lord, these are the dwellers of Heaven (jannah), in which they shall abide 
forever." 

"The example of the two groups is like that of the (person who is) blind and the deaf 
and he who can see and hear." The first person is the disbeliever (kafir) and the 
second is the believer (Mu'min). Allah asks, “Can the two be equated?" The reply is 
that they can obviously never be the same. 

"Will you not take heed?" Just as all consider the blind and deaf person to be 
unfortunate in this world, they should consider the disbelievers (kuffdr) just as 
unfortunate in both the worlds. 

Note: Just as the disbeliever (kafir) will be humiliated in the Hereafter, the 
believer (Mu'min) will be honoured. Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar 
reports that the Holy Prophet jJUj &\ JL* said, "The 
believer (Mu'min) will be drawn close to Allah on the Day of 
Judgement. Allah will conceal his sins and he will admit to them 
all. He will think that he would be destroyed (on account of his 
sins). Allah will then tell him, T have concealed your sins in the 
world. Today I will forgive them all." He will then receive his 
record of deeds [in his right hand, as a sign of entering Heaven 
(jannah)]. As for the disbeliever (kafir) and the hypocrite (Mundfiq), 
“the witnesses will say, 'These are the ones who attributed lies to their 
Lord.' BeholdI The curse of Allah be on the liars." [Bukhari v. 1 p.330] 
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(25) Indeed We sent Nuh to his nation. (He told them) "Undoubtedly I am unto 
you a clear warner... (26).... That you worship only Allah. I truly fear for you the 
punishment of a torturous day." (27) The disbelieving leaders of his nation said, 
7We consider you to be a mere human like ourselves and we see that only those 
people follow you who are of low class and who are simple minded. We see no 
superiority in you over us. In fact, we deem you to be liars." (28) Nuh replied, 

"O my people! Tell me. (What) If I am upon a proof from my Lord and He has 
granted me a mercy from Himself that is not shown to you? Can we force it onto 
you when you disapprove of it?" (29) "O my people! I do not ask you for any 
wealth. My reward is with my Lord, and I cannot discard those who believe. 
Surely, they will meet their Lord, but I deem you all to be ignorant." (30) "O my 
people! Who will assist me against Allah if I discard them? Will you not take 
heed?" (31) "I do not say to you that I possess the treasures of Allah, nor do I 
have knowledge of the unseen, nor do I say that I am an angel and I cannot say 
concerning those whom you look down upon that Allah will never grant them 
good. Allah knows best what is in their hearts. If I do so, then I will certainly be 
of the oppressors." 

SAYYIDINA NUH f *-J» Up PREACHES TO HIS NATION AND THEY 
STUBBORNLY OPPOSE HIM 

Sayyidina Nuh Up appeared a thousand years after Sayyidina Adam Up 

His people were idolaters and he pleaded with them to stop. His story was 
discussed in Surah A'raf [Surah 7, verses 59-64], where the commentary quoted 
several verses related to his episode. The above verses cite additional facts. 

In the above verses Allah says that he told the people, "Undoubtedly 7 am 
unto yon a clear warner. That you only worship Allah. (If you do not accept, then) I 
truly fear for you the punishment of a torturous day." 

Instead of accepting what he said, "The disbelieving leaders of his nation (the 
leaders are normally in the forefront of opposition in any nation) said. We 
consider you to be a mere human like ourselves..." They argued that he was just like 
the rest of them and, therefore, they saw no reason why he should be considered 
to be the Prophets 
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In addition to this they protested, ". we see that only those people follow you 

who are of low class and who are simple minded." They argued that his followers 
simply followed him without thought. Therefore, their following provided no 
incentive for the rest of the people to follow. 

The third argument they tendered was "We see no superiority in you over us. 
In fact , we deem you to be liars." 

In response to their allegations, "Nuh Up replied, 'O my people! Tell me. 
(What) If I am upon a proof from my Lord and He has granted me a mercy (The 
Prophethood) from Himself that is not shown to you (then what can I do?). Can we force 
it onto you when you disapprove of it?" The responsibility of the Prophet is merely 
to convey the message, not to compel people into submission. 

He continued to impress upon their minds that the objective of his 
preaching was not to attain the wealth of this world. Therefore, he told them, "O 
my people! I do not ask you for any wealth. My reward is with my Lord..." They ought 
to realise that if a person is exerting himself so tirelessly without any worldly 
objective, there should be some virtue in his responsibility. 

The leaders of his nation desired that Sayyidina Nuh Up disassociate 
himself from those followers who belonged to the low social class. For this 
reason he told them, "... and I cannot discard those who believe. Surely, they will 
meet their Lord..." Because of their Belief or faith (Imdn), they have been accepted 
in the presence of Allah and He will reward them in the Hereafter. 

He then told them, "but I deem you all to be ignorant." Instead of believing in 
the truth and acquiring the eternal success of the Hereafter, they chose the paltry 
gains of this world. 

"O my people! Who will assist me against Allah if I discard them? Will you not 
take heed?" Disassociating from those close to Allah will draw His wrath, from 
which none can offer any security. The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v. 12 p.41) 
writes that they wanted him to disassociate from those followers who belonged 
to a lower social class, even though they never mentioned this directly. They 
prescribed this as a precondition for their belief (Imdn). 

The people thought that it was necessary that the Prophets f%-Ji possess 
abundant wealth-as a sign of his Prophethood. However, excessive wealth is not 
a sign of acceptance and proximity to Allah. Similarly possessing knowledge of 
the unseen is also not a condition for a person to be the Prophet of Allah. For this 
reason Sayyidina Nuh uU told the people, "I do not say to you that 1 possess the 
treasures of Allah, nor do I have knowledge of the unseen..." 

When they said earlier, 'We consider you to be a mere human like ourselves," 
they meant to say that the Prophet should be someone better than a human. In 
reply to this objection, he told them, "nor do I say that 1 am an angel... "Apostleship 
is not dependant on any of the above conditions. Therefore, it will be foolish to 
reject the Prophet on any of these grounds. 

When the disbelievers (kuffdr) of his nation referred to Sayyidina Nuh's > 
followers as "simple minded" they indicated that these people were not 
staunch in their belief. In reply to this, Sayyidina Nuh —K Up told them, "and I 

cannot say concerning those whom you look down upon that Allah will never grant them 
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(rood: Allah knows best what is in their hearts " Allah will grant them the reward for 
their Belief (Imdn) because the criterion is sincerity and not social standing and 

wealth. 

"If I do so , then I will certainly be of the oppressors." In this way he would be 
oppressing himself as well as these believers (Mu'mimn) by according 
precedence to worldly positions. 

WORLDLY WEALTH AND POSITION ARE NOT INDICATIONS OF 
PROXIMITY TO ALLAH 

. It is the general misconception of people that they regard those of affluence 
and noble worldly standing to be superior to the rest even though they may be 
deficient in morals, character, knowledge and beliefs. This type of behaviour is 
indeed reprehensible because the wealth of this world is temporary and a person 
may lose it at any time. 

It has been the trend with all the Prophets ,^-U that the poor and the 
lower classes were always the first to follow them. The affluent always 
considered their own opinion to be worthy of being heeded. They would think 
that something cannot be true if it were accepted by the poor people as such. 
Allah says in Surah Ahqaf, "The disbelievers say to the believers, 'If this (faith) were 
good, you people would have never beaten us to it." [Surah 46, verse 11] 

The same situation prevailed with the Holy Prophet pJL. j U* Ju*. Initially, 
the nobles of the Quraysh opposed him and refused to accept him. The poor 
Companions ^ like Sayyidina Bilal iui ^> Sayyidina Khabbab ^j 

** and Sayyidina Suhaib ^ were among the first to accept his message. 

When the Holy Prophet (JL -j ifo JU sent a letter to the Caesar of Rome, he 
summoned those Arabs who were then present in Rome. Of those who were 
ushered to his court was Abu Sufyan (who was not yet a Muslim at that time). 

One of the many questions that the Caesar posed to them was whether the 
followers of the Holy Prophet i JL* were the nobles or those of more 

humble status. When Abu Sufyan replied that they waive generally people of the 
poorer class, the Caesar said, "This is what normally happens with the the Holy 
Prophets f^ut (Their initial followers are generally those of the lower class)." 

Another question was whether any of the followers of the Holy Prophet J L* 
turned apostate after accepting Islam. When Abu Sufyan replied in the 
negative, the Caesar said, "This is what happens once the magnificence of Belief 
(Imdn) enters the heart." 

This situation prevails even today. Leaders and statesmen who call 
themselves Muslims look down upon those who are engaged in the services of 
religion (DTn), like the Imam, Mu'adhdhins (Adhan caller) and poor worshippers. 
This is because they consider them to belong to an inferior class. They consider 
themselves to be superior despite the fact that they are sinners and oppressors. 
May Allah guide them all. Amin. 
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(32) They said, "O Nuh/ You have disputed with us and disputed to a great 
extent. So bring forth what you promise us if you are of the truthful ones." (33) 
He said, "Only Allah will bring it if He wills, and you will be unable to escape." 
(34) "My advice to you shall not benefit you if I intend to advise you while 
Allah intends to send you astray. He is your Lord and to Him shall you be 
returned." 


THE REPLY OF SAYYIDINA NUH (OUJi Up WHEN HIS PEOPLE 
GREW MORE REBELLIOUS AND DEMANDED ALLAH'S 
PUNISHMENT 

Sayyidina Nuh fXJ Up preached to his people for 950 years, but they 
refused to accept. Once they even told him, "O Null! You have disputed with us and 
disputed to a great extent. So bring forth what you promise us if you are of the truthful 
ones ." 

"He said, 'Only Allah will bring it if He wills, and you will be unable to escape.'" 
The Holy Prophets -y —' li only warns people of the imminent punishment, but 
cannot cause it to come. Only Allah can bring the punishment. 

He also told them, "Mi/ advice to you shall not benefit you if 1 intend to advise 
you while Allah intends to send you astray. He is your Lord and to Him shall you be 
returned." Eventually, Sayyidina Nuh f v_Ji Up invoked Allah to afflict them with a 
punishment, and they were destroyed by a great flood. The details will soon 
follow. 



(35) Or do they say that he fabricated it? Say, "If I had fabricated it, then the 
crime is mine and I am absolved of the crime that you perpetrate." 

THE REPLY TO THOSE WHO CLAIMED THAT THE QUR'AN WAS 
A FABRICATION OF THE HOLY PROPHET Up U 

Certain commentators are of the opinion that this verse is part of the 
allegations that the nation of Sayyidina Nuh Up made against him. Allah 
instructed him to reply to them by saying, "If I had fabricated it, then the crime is 
mine and I am absolved of the crime that you perpetrate." The author of "Ruhul 
Ma ani maintains this view and "Ma'alimut Tanzil" has also reported it from 
Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas 4)1 

Other commentators state that the verse refers to the allegation made by the 
polytheists of Makkah that the Holy Prophet H-*/ Up fabricated the Qur'an. 
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Surah Hod 11: 36-39 

Allah instructs the Holy Prophet to tell them that "If I had fabricated 

it then the crime is mine and 1 am absolved of the crime that you perpetrate." They will 
have to suffer the consequences of their disbelief (kufr). Allama Ibn Kathlr & 
has preferred this interpretation and writes (v. 2 p.444) that this verse appears 
incidentally within the discussion of Sayyidina Nuh pub U*. 
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(36) It was revealed to Nuh, "None shall ever believe from your people besides 
those who have already believed, so do not be grieved by what they do." (37) 
"Build an ark before Us and by Our command and do not address Me regarding 
the oppressors. They shall certainly be drowned." (38) He continued to build the 
ark. Whenever the leaders of his people passed by him, they mocked him. He 
said, "If you mock us, then we shall also mock you, just as you do to us... (39) 
Soon you shall come to know who will be afflicted by a humiliating 
punishment and to whom shall an eternal punishment come." 


SAYYIDINA NUH fJU\ Up IS COMMANDED TO BUILD AN ARK 
AND THE LEADERS OF HIS NATION MOCK HIM 

Eventually, only a few people believed in Sayyidina Nuh Up. Before 
sending the punishment, Allah instructed him to construct an ark in to rescue the 
believers. Allah says, 'It was revealed to Nuh, 'None shall ever believe from your people 
besides those who have already believed, so do not be grieved by what they do." One 
should not grieve over something that cannot be expected. 

Allah instructed him further, "Build an ark before Us and by Our command and 
do not address Me regarding the oppressors. They shall certainly be drowned." 

Hence according to Allah's command, "He continued to build the ark." He 
constructed the ark from planks of wood and nails. Allah says in Surah Qamar, 
"We carried him [Sayyidina Nuh fiL .Ji UpJ on an ark of planks and nails. "[Surah 56, verse 
13] 

"Whenever the leaders of his people passed by him, they mocked him." They 
laughed and told him, "Will you be rescued with this?" At times they teased him 
saying, "How will this move on land?" They also teased him by saying, "You were 
once the Holy Prophets r ^, but have now become a carpenter?" 

"He said, 'If you mock us, then (the day will dawn when) we shall also mock you, 
just as you do to us. Soon you shall come to know who will be afflicted by a humiliating 
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punishment and to whom shall an eternal punishment come. 



(40) Until (the time came when) Our command came and water began to gush 
from the oven. We said, "Load upon the ark a pair (male and female) from every 
species and your family; except him against whom the decision has been passed. 
(And also load) whoever has believed. Only a few believed in him." (41) He 
said, "Embark thereupon/ With the name of Allah shall it travel and anchor. 
Surely my Lord is the Most Forgiving, the Most Merciful" (42) And it travelled 
with them and waves the size of mountains. Nuh Up called unto his son 
who was standing detached from them saying, "O my, beloved son! Board with 
us and do not be of the disbelievers!" (43) He replied, "I shall shortly take refuge 
on a mountain that will rescue me from the water." Nuh Up said, "Today 
none can rescue from the command of Allah except him whom Allah has mercy 
upon." Then a wave separated the two and he became of those who were 
drowned. 


THE FLOODS, THE DESTRUCTION OF THE DISBELIEVERS AND 
SALVATION OF THE BELIEVERS 

When the ark was completed and the floods were imminent, Allah 
commanded Sayyidina Nuh Up thus, "Load upon the ark a pair (male and 
female) from every species (so that they may later reproduce and continue their species) 
and your family; except him against whom the decision has been passed." One of the 
sons of Sayyidina Nuh Up and one of his wives did not believe him and 
were destined to be drowned along with the rest of the disbelievers (kuffar). 

"(And also load) whoever has believed. Only a few believed in him." None of the 
accounts stating their number is established from conclusive sources. It has been 
reported from Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas ^ that they numbered 70, 

males and females included. Of these were three sons of Sayyidina Nuh U* 
and their wives. One of the wives of Sayyidina Nuh f'UJ' Up was among the 
disbelievers (kuffar) and was destined to enter Hell (Jahannam), as mentioned in 
verse 10 of Surah Tahrim (Surah 66). 

According to some, Sayyidina Nuh (OUtt Up had two wives. The one was a 
disbeliever and was drowned, while the other was a believer and was rescued 
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with them on the ark. Intercession was not permitted for any of the disbelievers 
(kuffdr j, because Allah had already instructed Sayyidina Nuh Up, "Do not 
address Me regarding the oppressors." 

Certain commentators mention that the sign which indicated to Sayyidina 
Nuh that the floods were about to begin was when "water began to gush 

from the oven" Of course, all the floodwaters did not come from the oven because 
Allah says in Surah Qamar, "So We opened up the doors of the sky to torrential rains. 
And We cleaved springs in the earth so that the waters met for a matter preordained. The 
waters of the skies and the earth thus destroyed the disbelievers (kuffdr). 

Allah says in Surah Haqqa, " Certainly; when the floodwaters surged , We carried 
you on a boat so as to make it a reminder for you and so that attentive ears may 
remember it." [Surah 69, verses 11,12] 

Sayyidina Nuh LJ\ u* told the believers, "Embark thereupon! With the name 
of Allah shall it travel and anchor. Surely my Lord is the Most Forgiving , the Most 
Merciful." Certain commentators have mentioned that whenever Sayyidina Nuh 
C %J\ U* wished to stop the ark while sailing, he would say, "Bismillah! (With the 
name of Allah!" and he would repeat this when he wished to resume the 
journey. 

Also as a reminder of Allah's remembrance (dhikr), Allah advised Sayyidina 
Nuh *1 p by saying, "When you and those with you have 'settled on board the ark, 

then say, 'All praise be to Allah Who has saved us from the oppressive folk. 

Further encouraging them to supplicate to Him, Allah also told them, "And 
say , 'My Lord! Settle me on a blessed settlement and You are the best of those who settle 
(others). 


ONE OF THE SONS OF SAYYIDINA NUH U* IS TRAPPED IN 
THE WAVES 


"And it travelled with them and waves the size of mountains. Nuh called unto his 
son who was standing detached from than saying, J 0 my beloved son! Board with us and 
do not be of disbelievers!" 

Thinking that the flood was like any other, "He replied, 7 shall shortly take 
refuge on a mountain that will rescue me from the water." Since he was not a believer, 
he failed to understand that none could escape Allah's punishment. 

Sayyidina Nuh U* said to him, "Today none can rescue from the command 
ofAilldh except him whom Allah has mercy upon." 

However, Allah does not show His mercy to the disbelievers (kuffdr). 
Consequently, "a wave separated the two and he became of those who were drowned." 
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(44) The order was issued, "O Earth! Swallow your water and O sky! Stop!" The 
water subsided, the decision was passed and the ark settled on the Mount of 
Judi. It was announced, "May the oppressive nation be distanced." (45) Nuh Up 
called unto his Lord saying, "O my Lord! Surely my son is from my family 
and indeed Your promise is true and You are the Best of Judges." (46) Allah said, 
O Nuh! Indeed he was not from your family. His actions were certainly 
incorrect, so do not ask Me regarding that which you have no knowledge. I 
advise you not to be of the ignorant." (47) Nuh fU\ Up said, "O my Lord! I seek 
refuge with You that I ask You concerning that which I have no knowledge. If 
You do not forgive me and have mercy on me, I will be of the losers." (48) It was 
commanded, "O Nuh! Disembark with peace from Us and blessings upon you 
and upon those parties with you. And there are many such parties to whom We 
will grant enjoyment and then subject them to a torturous punishment 
thereafter." 


THE STORM ABATES AND THE ARK SETTLES ON THE 
MOUNTAIN OF JUDI 

The floodwaters were so powerful that they swept above the peaks of the 
highest mountains. None were saved except those aboard the ark. According to 
certain reports, the ark remained afloat for 150 days, whilst other reports indicate 
that the period was six months. Only Allah knows what was the exact period. 
Nevertheless, when Allah decreed the end of the flood "The order ivas issued, ‘0 
Earth! Swallow your water and O Sky! Stop!’ The water subsided, the decision was 
passed (that the disbelievers (kuffdr) were to be destroyed) and the ark settled on the 
Mount of Judi. It was announced (from Allah), 'May the oppressive nation be distanced 
(from Allah's mercy)." 

According to certain commentators, the ark rested on the mountain for a 
month before Sayyidina Nuh fiLJ\ Up felt it was safe to permit anyone to 
disembark. The names of his three sons whose progenies spread on earth after 
the flood were Sam, Ham and Yafith. 

Thereafter, with regard to the fourth son who drowned, "Nuh called unto his 
Lord saying, O my Lord! Surely my son is from my family and indeed Your promise is 
true and You are the Best of Judges." He said this because Allah had promised him 
that his family would be rescued from the punishment. 

Keeping in mind proper etiquette, he did not directly ask Allah to save his 
son, but phrased the supplication differently. At this juncture, the question is 
raised that why did Sayyidina Nuh (v>uJi Up make this request for his disbeliever 
(kafir) son when he knew well that Allah's promise was to rescue only the 
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believers? Among the various replies given, Hakimul Ummah Thanwi Up &\ ^ 
has mentioned that Sayyidina Nuh Up made supplication (du'a) in words 
similar to, "O Allah! I realise that my son was not worthy of being rescued 
because of his disbelief (kufr). However, my plea to You is that You make him a 
believer so that he may be rescued." 

In response to his supplication, ' Allah said , 'O Nuh! Indeed he ivas not from 
your family." In the eternal knowledge of Allah, he was not destined to be of 
those family members who were to be rescued. Allah said further, ", His actions 
were certainly incorrect.." He was of those people whose actions denoted that they 
will remain steadfast upon disbelief (kufr) and die in the same condition. 

Allah continues to chide him by saying, "so do not ask me regarding that which 
you have no knowledge." i.e. While you may think that he could have believed, the 
eternal fate predetermined by Allah dictated otherwise. Therefore, ", I advise you 
not to be of the ignorant." 

Realizing his folly, " Nuh said, 'O my Lord! I seek refuge with You that I ask You 
concerning that which I have no knowledge. If You do not forgive me and have mercy on 
me, I will be of the losers." 

At this juncture another question is raised. The question is that if this 
supplication of Sayyidina Nuh fiLJ\ Up and Allah's reply took place after the son 
was drowned, why did he supplicate? It is obvious that after his death he cannot 
possibly be saved. Another question is that if the supplication was made before 
the son died and Sayyidina Nuh Up has already then received Allah's reply 
that the boy would die as a disbeliever (kafir), why did he still summon his son to 
believe and board the ark? 


In my humble opinion, the above discourse between Sayyidina Nuh fiLJ\ Up 
and Allah took place after his son said " I shall shortly take refuge on a mountain that 
will rescue me from the water," but before he was washed away by a wave. During 
that period, Sayyidina Nuh (OUJt Up had no knowledge that his son would be 
drowned. In this case, the command "Do not address Me regarding the oppressors" 
would mean that none should request for the salvation of such a infidel (kafir) 
who was destined to die upon infidelity (kufr). And Allah knows best. 

THE BELIEVERS DISEMBARK IN PEACE 

After the ark had settled on the mountain of Judi, "It was commanded, 'O 
Nuh! Disembark with peace from Us and blessings upon you and upon those parties with 
you. And there are many such parties (who will forsake their Belief (Iman) and) to 
whom We will grant enjoyment and then subject them to a torturous punishment 
thereafter." The believers (Mu'minin) with Sayyidina Nuh Up were informed 
from then that although all of them were believers, there will soon appear such 
people who will forsake their belief and resort to disbelief (kufr) once again. 
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(49) This narrative is from the accounts of the unseen that We inspire you with. 

You and your people were unlikely to have knowledge about this from before. 

So be patient/ Indeed the final outcome will be in favour of the pious. 

THE INCIDENT OF SAYYIDINA NUH Up AND HIS NATION IS 
A LESSON FOR OTHERS AND A PROOF OF THE APOSTLESHIP OF 
THE HOLY PROPHET Up 

After narrating the incident of Sayyidina Nuh (OLJi u*, Allah says, " This 
narrative is from the accounts of the unseen that We inspire to you [O Muhammad 
pL-j Up &\ with. You and your people were unlikely to have knowledge about this from 
before/' The fact that the Holy Prophet *4* JL® never studied matters such 
as these, nor was he able to read indicates to any thinking person that the news 
of these events could have come only from Allah. 

Allah then tell the Holy Prophet that the moral of the above 

incident should give him courage. Allah exhorts him to, "be patient (because) 
Indeed the final outcome will be in favour of the pious." The Holy Prophet u^ As 

and the Companions ^ M were soon to gain victory over the 
disbelievers (kuffar) and polytheists. 

A FEW IMPORTANT LESSONS 

1. The majority of Scholars (Ulama) are of the opinion that the flood of 
Sayyidina Nuh U^ engulfed the entire world. This is indicated by the prayer 
that he made. He prayed to Allah saying, "O my Lord! Do not leave a single 
disbeliever on earth." [Surah Nuh (71), verse 26]. 

Another verse indicative of the same is that of Surah Qamar , where Allah 
says, "And We caused springs to gush forth from the earth..." Very few Scholars 
(Ulama) state that the flood was confined to the area in which Sayyidina Nuh U* 
(OLJi's nation lived. They interpret the word "earth" in the above two verses to 
mean a particular area of the earth, not the entire earth. Whatever the case, the 
fact of the matter is that a lesson should be derived from the episode. 

Even if the flood were confined to a particular region, it can still be referred 
to as a universal flood because it affected all the people living on the earth at that 
time. There were no other people living on earth at that time besides the nation 
of Sayyidina Nuh 

2. The statement of Allah regarding the son of Sayyidina Nuh Up, that 
"He is not of your family" indicates that a Muslim and a disbeliever (kafir) can 
never really be related, even though they may be related biologically. The 
immigrants (Muhajirin) from among the Sahaba ^ truly understood this 
concept. In numerous battles their blood relatives confronted them, but they 
never hesitated to fight them to the death. 

At the beginning of the battle of Badr, when the Ansar advanced to fight the 
polytheists, they said, "We do not want to fight these people. We wish to fight 
our cousins, the children of Abdul Muttalib." Upon this challenge, Sayyidina Ali 
** & advanced to fight Walld bin Utba, Sayyidina Hamzah -u* iut tackled 
Shayba and Sayyidina Ubaydah bin Marith fought Utba. While Walid 
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and Shayba were killed, Utba mortally injured Sayyidina Ubaydah -up & who 
subsequently passed away on the return to Madinah. Sayyidina Ali and Hamzah 
-up A then killed Utba. [Al Bidaya wan Nihayah] 

When the disbelievers (kuffdr) possess the fervour to deal first with their 
relatives in battle, why should the Muslims not display the same courage? No 
disbeliever (kafir) can be related to a Muslim on account of his disbelief (kufr). 

3. According to the book "Ma'jma'ul Buldan", the Mount of Judi is situated 
east of the Tigris river surrounding the island of Ibn Umar. It now forms part of 
the city of Mawsil (in Iraq). The famous persons Bar Qa'badi and Imam Jazari 

Up are from the island of Ibn Umar. 

4. The verse "O Earth! Swallow your water " is so replete with finer points of 
Arabic eloquence that Imam Jazari Up ito has compiled a book based purely 
on this subject. The title of the book is "Kifayatul Al Ma'iy Fi Ayati Ya Ardub 
La'iy." In it he quotes the treatise of Imam Sakkaki Up [Kash'fuz Zunun], 
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(50) And to the Ad We sent their brother Hud. He said, "O my people! Worship 
Allah. There is no deity besides Him. You people are only lying/' (51) "O my 
people! I do not ask you any recompense for this. My recompense is the 
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responsibility of that Being Who created me. Do you not understand?" (52) 
"And O my people! Seek forgiveness from your Lord, then turn to Him. He will 
then send abundant rains to you and add strength to your strength. And do not 
turn away as criminals." (53) They replied, "O Hud! You have not brought forth 
a proof and we will not leave our gods on your word, nor shall we believe in 
you." (54) All we have to say is that one of our gods has afflicted you with evil." 

He said, "I call Allah to Witness and you people be witness that I am absolved 
of the partners that you ascribe... (55) besides Allah. So all of you may plot 
against me and do not grant me any respite." (56) "Undoubtedly I rely only on 
Allah, Who is my Lord and your Lord. He has control of the forelocks of every 
creature. In deed, my Lord is upon the straight path." (57) "So if you turn away, 
then I have certainly conveyed to you that with which I have been sent to you 
and my Lord will substitute you with a another nation. Then you will not be 
able to harm Him in the least. Without doubt, my Lord is cognisant of all 
things." (58) When Our order came. We saved Hud and those with him by Our 
mercy. And We rescued him from a severe punishment. (59) This was the Ad/ 
They rejected the signs of their Lord, disobeyed His messengers, and followed 
the instruction of every obstinate tyrant. (60) Curse was made to pursue them in 
this world and in the Hereafter as well. Behold! The Ad disbelieved in their 
Lord. Behold! May the Ad, the people of Hud be distanced! 

SAYYIDINA HUD P *Ji Up PREACHED TO THE AD BUT THEY ARE 
FINALLY DESTROYED BECAUSE OF THEIR DISOBEDIENCE 

The Ad were extremely powerful and mighty people. Allah says in Surah 
Fajr, "Have you not seen how your Lord dealt with the Ad, the people of Irani? Whose 
stature was like that of pillars? Those the like of which were never created in the lands/' 
[Surah 89, verses 6-8\ 

Allah says in Surah HaMim Sajdah, "As for the Ad, they were arrogant on earth 
without reason, and said, 'Who can be more powerful than us?' Do they not see that 
Allah, Who has.created them, is more powerful than them?" [Surah 41, verse 15] 

Sayyidina Hud (OUJi was from the same nation of Ad and was sent as the 
Holy Prophets to them. He enjoined them to believe in Oneness of Allah 

(Tauhid) and to forsake their idols. He told them, "O my people! Worship Allah. 
There is no deity besides Him. You people are only lying (when you refer to these gods 
as being true deities)/' 

In verse 69 of Surah A'raf (Surah 7), he told them, "Recall the time when He 
made you successors after the nation of Nuh and increased you considerably in stature. 
Call to mind the bounties of Allah so that you may be successful" 

Allah continues to say in the above verses, "They replied, 'O Hud! You have 
not brought forth a proof (to attest to your Prophethood) and we will not leave our 
gods on your word, nor shall we believe in you." They continued to say, "All we have 
to say is that one of our gods has afflicted you with evil " i.e. They have afflicted you 
with a malady which has made you insane. 

Sayyidina Hud fiLJ\ replied, "I call Allah to Witness and you people be 
witness that I am absolved of the partners that you ascribe besides Allah." He told them 
that since their enmity was now apparent, "So all of you may plot against me and do 
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not grant me any respite. Undoubtedly I rely only on Allah, Who is my Lord and your 
lord " Although he was alone against all of them, he was convinced that Allah 
was more than adequate for him against them. 

Stressing this point, he added, "He has control of the forelocks of every creature" 
Allah controls the affairs of all His creation. Therefore, He would avert the plots 
of the disbelievers (kuffdr) against His messenger. He added, 'indeed , (in pleasing) 
my Lord (a person will be) upon the straight path" 

Sayyidina Hud u* advised his people saying, "And O my people! Seek 
forgiveness from your Lord [adopt Belief (Itnan)], then turn to Him. He will then 
(forgive you and) send abundant rains to you and add strength to your strength. And do 
not turn away as criminals. 

"Ma'alimut Tanzil" reports that the Ad had not had any rain for three years 
and their women had become barren. As a result, their strength began to deplete. 
Sayyidina Hud *4* therefore gave them the above advice so that they may 
regain their lost might. 

He then warned them, "So if you turn away , then I have certainly conveyed to 
you that with which I have been sent to you and my Lord will substitute you with 
another nation. Then you will not be able to harm Him in the least. Without doubt, my 
Lord is cognisant of all things. "...No disbeliever (kafir) shall be able to escape 
Allah's punishment. * 

Allah says in Surah A'raf that the people said to Sayyidina Hud cU, 
"Have you come to us so that we worship only Allah and leave what our forefathers used 
to worship? Bring what you have promised us if you are of the truthful!" [Surah 7, verse 
70] 

He replied to them by saying, "The punishment and wrath of Allah has already 
afflicted you ." [Surah A 'rdf ('7), verse 'll] 

Allah says, "When Our order came , We saved Hud and those with him by Our 
mercy. And We rescued him from a severe punishment." 

Describing the punishment, Allah says in Surah Haqqa, "As for the Ad, they 
were destroyed by an icy tempest. Allah ordered it upon them for seven nights and eight 
days. You would have seen them felled as if they were hollow palm trunks. Do you see 
any of them existing?" [Surah 69, verses 6-8] 

Allah says in Surah Ahqaf, "When they observed it as a cloud approaching their 
valleys they exclaimed , 'This is cloud that will bring us rain/ Rather, it was the thing 
they sought to hasten; a fierce wind bearing a painful punishment. It demolished 
everything by the command of its Lord and it transpired that only their homes coidd be 
seen. Thus do We punish the sinful nation." [Surah 46, verses 24, 25] 

Verses 41 and 42 of Surah Dhariyat ( Surah 51) also contain a similar account 
of the punishment where Allah says, "And (there is also a lesson) in (the story) of the 
Ad when we sent a wind to them that was devoid of any good. It reduced even/thing it 
passed to smithereens." Allah then concludes the episode by saying, "This was the 
Ad! They rejected the signs of their Lord, disobeyed His messengers, and followed the 
instruction of every obstinate tyrant." 

Describing their plight Allah says, "Curse was made to pursue them in this 
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world and in the Hereafter as well (they were accursed in both the worlds X Behold! The 
Ad disbelieved in their Lord. Behold! May the Ad, the people of Hud be distanced!" 
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(61) To the Thamud We sent their brother Salih. He said, "O my people! 
Worship Allah. There is no deity for you besides Him. He created you from the 
earth and settled you therein. So seek forgiveness from Him, then turn to Him. 
Undoubtedly, my Lord is Near, Responsive. (62) They said, "O Salih! Certainly 
we entertained high hopes in you from before. Do you forbid us from 
worshipping what our forefathers worshipped? Surely we are in such doubt 
with regard to what you call us to, that it has cast us into uncertainty." (63) He 
said, "O my people! Tell me. If I am upon a clear proof from my Lord and He 
has granted me a mercy from Himself, who will assist me against Allah if I 
disobey Him? You only increase me in loss." (64) "And O my people! This is 
Allah s camel as a sign for you. So leave it to graze in Allah's land and do not 
touch it with evil intent, for then a nigh punishment shall afflict you." (65) So 
they killed it, whereupon he said, "Enjoy yourselves in your homes for three 
days. This is a promise that will not be falsified." (66) When Our order came. We 
saved Salih and those with him by Our mercy and (saved them) from the 
humiliation of that day. Indeed your Lord is Powerful, the Mighty. (67) A scream 
seized the oppressors and they were left lying face down in their homes... (68) 
"... as if they never existed there. Behold! The Thamud disbelieved in their Lord. 
Behold! May the Thamud be distanced. 
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SAYYIDINA SALIH <&Ui Up PREACHED TO THE THAMUD BUT 
THEY ARE FINALLY DESTROYED BECAUSE OF THEIR 

disobedience 

A detailed account of Sayyidina Salih f5LJ a* and the Thamud has been 
discussed in Surah A'raf (verse 73 to 79). One may refer to it for the details. Here 
Allah mentions, "To the Thamud We sent their brother Salih. He said, 'O my people! 
Worship Allah. There is no deity for you besides Him. 

In Surah A'raf, he reminded them of Allah's favours on them when he said. 
Recall when Allah made you successors after the Ad and granted you a station on earth. 
You build palaces on the soft portion thereof and carve homes from the mountains. Call to 
mind Allah's bounties and do not spread anarchy in the lands." [Surah 7, verse 73] 

In the above verses Allah mentions, "He created you from the earth and settled 
you therein. So seek forgiveness from Him [by accepting Belief (Iman)], then turn to 
Him. Undoubtedly, my Lord is Near (He can hear all prayers). Responsive (He 
accepts prayers)." 

Refusing to accept, "They said, 'O Salih! Certainly we entertained high hopes in 
you from before." They told him that they were prepared to make him their leader 
and to refer to him in all matters. They added, "Do you forbid us from worshipping 
what our forefathers worshipped? Surely we are in such doubt with regard to what you 
call us to, that it has cast us into uncertainty." 

"He said, ‘O my people! Tell me. If I am upon a clear proof from my Lord and He 
has granted me a mercy from Himself (i.e. The Prophethood), who will assist me against 
Allah if I disobey Him? You only increase me in loss (if I were to follow you).” 

Allah mentions in Surah A'raf that they said, "O Salih! Bring upon us that 
which you threaten us with if you are really from the messengers." [Surah 7, verse 77] 

They also demanded that he cause a pregnant camel to emerge from a 
mountain as a miracle. They claimed that they would then accept his message. 
This he did by Allah's command and he told them, "And O my people! This is 
Allah's camel as a sign for you. So leave it to graze in Allah's land and do not touch it 
with evil intent, for then a nigh punishment shall afflict you." 

. According to verse 155 of Surah Shu'ara (Surah 26), Sayyidina Salih (CUJi a* 
told the people, "This is the camel. It will have a day to drink and your animals will 
have an appointed day to drink ." 

However, they consulted among themselves and someone prepared to kill 
the camel by hamstringing it. Allah says, "So they killed it, whereupon he said, 
'Enjoy yourselves in your, homes for three days. This is a promise that will not be 
falsified.” 

Allah continues, "When Our order came, We saved Salih a* and those with 
him by Qur mercy and (saved them) from the humiliation of that day. Indeed your Lord 
is Powerful, the Mighty." Any nation that is punished is also made to suffer 
humiliation. 

Describing the punishment Allah says, “A scream seized the oppressors and 
they were left lying face down in their homes as if they never existed there. "They were 
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totally annihilated. 

"Behold! The Thamud disbelieved in their Lord. Behold! May the Tharnud be 
distanced/' In both worlds they were far flung from Allah's mercy. 

Note: Surah A'raf [Surah 1, verse 78] mentioned that an earthquake struck 
them, while this Surah mentions a scream. There is no disparity between the two 
verses because it is very possible that both these took place. Some commentators 
say that a scream sounded from the sky and an earthquake ruptured from 
beneath them. Both these destroyed them. "Ma'alimut Tanzil" ( v.2 p.391) records 
that it was Jibr'il 4* who sounded the scream from above. 
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(69) thdeed Our messenger angels came to Ibrahim with glad tidings and 
greeted him with "Salam" (peace). He replied to their Salam and did not hesitate 
to present a roasted calf. (70) When he noticed that their hands were not reaching 
towards it, he grew fearful of them. They said, "Do not fear. We have been sent 
to the nation of Lut." (71) His wife, standing by, laughed as We conveyed to her 
the glad tidings of Is'haq, and Ya'qub after Is'haq. (72) She said, "Woe is me! 
Shall I bear a child when I am an old woman and my husband here is an old 
man? This is indeed a strange event!" (73) They said, "Are you surprised at the 
command of Allah? May Allah's mercy and blessings be on you, O members of 
the household. Verily He is Worthy of all praise. The Exalted." (74) When the 
fear left Ibrahim and the good news reached him, he debated with Us regarding 
the nation of Lut, (75) Surely Ibrahim was forbearing, compassionate and 
penitent. (76) "O Ibrahim refrain from it. Without doubt the command of your 
Lord has come to pass. There shall surely come to them a punishment that 
cannot be averted." 


ANGELS VISIT SAYYIDINA IBRAHIM f *-Ji Up TO CONVEY TO 
HIM THE GLAD TIDINGS OF A SON AND GRANDSON 

Sayyidina Ibrahim w preached to a nation of idolaters under the 
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leadership of the tyrant Nimrud. They opposed him vehemently until even his 
own father warned him, "Are you averse to my gods, O Ibrahim? If you do not desist , 
I shall stone you. Leave me forever." His people even threw him in a fire, but Allah 
rescued him. Eventually, he was compelled to leave his land and he migrated to 
Sham, and lived in Palestine. 

His nephew, Sayyidina Lut Up, also left with him and Allah made both 
of them Prophets f*-ji The nation of Lut Up (who lived where now the 
Dead Sea is) perpetrated gross sins and were depraved to the extent that Allah 
finally decided to punish them. Before the angels informed Sayyidina Lut Up 
about the pending punishment, Allah first sent them in the form of humans to 
Sayyidina Ibrahim yv-Ui Up, 

Recounting this episode Allah says, "Indeed Our messenge angels came to 
Ibrahim with glad tidings and greeted him with Saldm. 'He replied to their Saldm and did 
not hesitate to present a roasted Calf' Surah dhariyat [Surah 51, verse 26] mentions 
that he presented "a fat calf/ 7 The Holy Prophet Up has mentioned that 
the first person to ever entertain guests was Sayyidina Ibrahim Up. [Mishkdtp. 
385] 

However, angels do not eat or drink. Therefore, they did not reach towards 
the food to partake therefrom. Referring to this Allah says, "When he noticed that 
their hands were not reaching towards it, he grew fearful of them." He feared their 
intentions since they behaved very strangely by not eating. According to verse 52 
of Surah Hijr (15), Sayyidina Ibrahim Up said to them, "We are afraid of yon." 

They reassured him by saying that they intended to inform him of the birth 
of a son to him, by the name of Is'haq who would beget a son by the name of 
Ya'qub. Hearing this he exclaimed, "Do you give me these glad tidings whereas old- 
age has afflicted me? What glad tidings can you deliver?' They said, 'We convey to you 
the glad tidings of a reality, so do not become of the despondent/ He said, 'Only the 
deviant are despondent of Allah's mercy" [Surah Hijr (15), verses 54-56] 

In addition to this "They said, 'Do not fear. We have been sent to (punish) the 
nation of Lut. 

Allah says, "His wife, standing by, laughed as We conveyed to her the glad tidings 
of Ishaq, and Ya'qub after Ishaq." "Ma'alimut Tanzil" mentions that according to 
some commentators she laughed because the guests were not partaking of the 
meal that they presented to them. According to others, she laughed out of 
amazement that the people of Lut Up can continue to enjoy themselves when 
Allah's punishment was so close to them. 

When she heard that she was soon to expect a child "She said, 'Woe is me! 
Shall I bear a child when I am an old woman and my husband here is an old man? This is 
indeed a strange event!" 

The angels said, "Are you surprised at the command of Allah? May . Allah s 
mercy and blessings be on you, O members of the household. Verily He is Worthy of all 
praise, The Exalted." 

According to the tidings, it later transpired that this wife (Sarah) gave birth 
to Sayyidina Is'haq Up. Sayyidah Sarah was the daughter of the 
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paternal uncle of Sayyidina Ibrahim Up. His other wife was Sayyidah Hajrah 
to whom Sayyidina Isma'Il Up was born. The incident of Sayyidah 
Hajrah i^p it and Sayyidina Isma'il Up was discussed in the commentary 
of verse 158 of Surah Baqarah, where Allah mentions, "Indeed Safa and Marwa are 
from the signs of Allah..." 

"When the fear left Ibrahim and the good news reached him, he debated with Us 
regarding the nation of Lut." This verse refers to the supplication-that he made to 
Allah not to destroy the people of Sayyidina Lut (OuJi Up because Sayyidina Lut 

Up was still among them. The term "debated with Us" has been used because, 
according to some commentators, he pleaded to the angels not to punish them. 

Allah mentions in Surah Ankabut that when the angels informed Sayyidina 
Ibrahim Up that they were to punish the nation of Lut Up, he told them, 
"Lut is amongst them/ They replied , 'We know best who is present therein. We shall 
definitely rescue him and his family , except for his wife. She will be amongst those left 
behind ." [Surah 29, verse 32] 

Referring to the concern of Sayyidina Ibrahim Up in this matter, Allah 
says, "Surely Ibrahim was forbearing, compassionate and penitent." 

However, the decision was already taken and his pleas could not be 
answered. The angels told him, "Without doubt the command of your Lord has come 
to pass. There shall surely come to them a punishment that cannot be averted." 
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(77) When Our messenger angels came to Lut, he became distressed because of 
their presence and his heart tightened. He said, "This is a day of misfortune." 

(78) Hjs people came running to him. Before this they were engaged in evil 
works. He said, "O my people! These daughters of mine are purer for you, so do 
fear Allah and do not disgrace me before my guests. Is there not a righteous man 
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among you?" (79) They replied, "You know very well that we have no interest in 
your daughters. You are well aware of our intentions. (80) He said, "If only I had 
some might against you or I could take refuge unto a strong pillar." (81) The 
angels said, "O Lut! We are the messengers of your Lord. They will never be 
able to reach you. So leave with your family during a portion of the night, and 
none should turn to look back. Excepting your wife (i.e. do not take her with 
you). She will be afflicted with the same punishment that shall afflict them. The 
morning has been fixed for the punishment. Is the morning not soon enough?" 

(82) When Our order came. We made the upper portion of the land the lower 
portion and We rained down on the land continuously falling stones of pottery 
clay ... (83) ... that were marked by your Lord. These cities are not far from the 
oppressors. 

THE ANGELS COME TO SAYYIDINA LtJT U* AND HIS 

IMMORAL NATION IS DESTROYED 

After leaving Sayyidina Ibrahim Up, the angels came to Sayyidina Lut 

Up. His nation was accustomed to engaging in the lewd act of 
homosexuality. He tried his level best to prevent them, but they were stubborn 
and refused to desist. Instead of hearkening, they said, " Remove them from your 
town. They are people who wish to be pure.” [Surah A' rdf (7), verse 82] 

When the angels came to him in the form of young and handsome men "he 
became distressed because of their presence and his heart tightened. He said , 'This is a 
day of misfortune. 1,1 He felt this because he anticipated that the people would be 
quickly attracted to these angels and will want to perpetrate their vile and 
immoral acts with them. 

According to his expectations, "His people came running to him. Before this they 
were engaged in evil works. He said , 'O my people! These daughters of mine (i.e. the 
women of my nation) are purer for you (for you to take them into marriage to satisfy your 
desires), so do fear Allah and do not disgrace me before my guests. Is there not a 
righteous man among you?” 

"They replied , 'You know very well that we have r\o interest in your daughters. 
You are well aware of our intentions When Sayyidina Lut U* realised that 
were not going to listen, he said, "If only I had some might against you or I could take 
refuge unto a strong pillar.” He referred to belonging to a strong tribe or family 
from whom he could seek assistance. Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas up has 
mentioned that after Sayyidina Lut jpLJt Up, Allah always caused the Prophets 

p-U* to be members of a strong clan. [Durrul Manthur v. 3 p.343]. 

. Sayyidina Abu Hurayra -up &\ ^j narrates that the Holy Prophet Up 
pJ-j said, "May Allah have mercy on Lut pMU Up. He sought refuge onto a strong 
pillar.” [Bukhari v. 1 p.478] 

When the angels saw the distress of Sayyidina Lut Up, they reassured 
him by saying, "O Lut! We are the messengers of your Lord . They will never be able to 
reach you.” Instead they will be destroyed. Therefore, since only your family are 
believers, "leave with your family during a portion of the night, and none should turn to 
lookback.” 
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However, they made one exception when they said, "Excepting your wife (i.e. 
do not take her with you). She will be afflicted with the same punishment that shall afflict 
them. The morning has been fixed for the punishment" Durrul Manthur has reported 
from Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas ** & j that Sayyidina Lut 4* was so 
distraught with his people that he expressed the desire to leave immediately. 
Thereupon the angels asked, "Is the morning not soon enough?" 

"When Our order came, We made the upper portion of the land the lower 
portion..." The angels turned the entire city upside down, crushing everyone 
between. In addition to this, "We rained down on the land continuously falling stones 
of (hardened) pottery clay that were marked by your Lord." Commentators mention 
that each stone bore the name of the person whom it was to strike. 

Certain commentators have stated that the people present in the cities were 
killed when the cities were overturned, while the stones struck those in the 
nearby vicinity. 

Someone once asked Sayyidina Mujahid 4* & whether everyone from 
the nation of Lut 4* was killed. He replied in the affirmative with the 
exception of one person who was on a trade journey in Makkah at the time. He 
was saved for 40 days because of his presence in the Haram. However, as soon as 
he emerged from there, a falling stone also killed him. 

The author of "Ma'alimut Tanzll" writes that the stones struck all those 
people who were on journey and outside the city. He mentions that, according to 
some, the stones were rained down upon the cities after they were overturned. 
This opinion corresponds to the sequence mentioned in the Qur'an and does not 
contradict the version that says the stones struck those in the nearby vicinity. 

The Arabic word "Sijj il" ("stones of pottery clay") is derived from a Persian 
word according to Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas ^ ^ ^j. Hakimul Ummah 
Thanwi 4* & has translated it to mean pumice stones that were hardened by 
baking. 

Commentators have mentioned that the cities destroyed were named MI'ah, 
Sa'ra, Asra, Dawma and Sadum, the last being the largest. The area where all 
these cities were annihilated is marked today by the Dead Sea, the waters of 
which do not pass out of the boundaries of these cities. The water of the Dead 
Sea is tainted and is of no use to man and animal. 

Allah says in Surah Hijr , 'A scream seized them at sunrise." It is learnt from 
this that the nation of Lut fXJt 4* were afflicted by three types of punishment. (1) 
A scream, (2) the overturning of their cities and (3) the shower of stones. 

The wife of Sayyidina Lut 4* was a disbeliever and, according to 
certain commentators, she remained behind with the rest of the people in the 
city. There she was also' killed. Other commentators have mentioned that she left 
with the believers, but turned back to look when she heard the punishment. She 
then exclaimed grief at the destruction of her nation, whereupon a stone struck 
her as well. The details of this episode can be referred to in verses 80-84 of Surah 
A'raf (Surah 7). 

Allah concludes by saying, "These cities are not far from the oppressors ." They 
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may all derive lessons from this incident. Allah says in Surah Hijr [Surah 15, verse 
76\, 76. " These towns are along an accessible thoroughfare." The people of Makkah 
passed that way on their road to Syria. 

Allah says in Surah Saffat, 137. "You pass by them in the mornings and at 
flights . Do you not understand ?" [Surah 37, verse 137,138 ]. 
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(84) To Madyan We sent their brother Shu'ayb. He said, "O my people! 
Worship Allah. There is no deity for you besides Him. Do not reduce in weight 
and measure. Indeed I see you in fortunate circumstances but I fear for you the 
punishment of a day that will engulf all." (85) "O my people! Weigh and 
measure in full with justice; do not decrease for people their things and do not 
spread havoc on earth." (86) "The leftovers given by Allah, is better fbr you if 
you are believers. I am not a guardian unto you. (87) They said, "O Shu'ayb! 
Does your Salah instruct you that we leave what our forefathers worshipped or 
that we do with our wealth as we please. Surely you are forbearing and 
sensible." 

SAYYIDINA SHU'AYB U* IS SENT TO THE PEOPLE OF 
MADYAN AND THEY RAISE ABSURD OBJECTIONS 

Surah Shu'ara mentions that Sayyidina Shu'ayb «Jlp was sent to the 
people of Aykah, while Surah A'raf, Surah Hud and Surah Ankabut state that he 
was sent to the people of Madyan. They were Polytheists and used to cheat 
people in weight and measure when transacting. 

Sayyidina Shu'ayb aJLp preached to them saying, "O my people! Worship 
Allah. There is no deity for you besides Him. Do not reduce in weight and measure. 
Indeed I see you in fortunate circumstances but 1 fear for you the punishment of a day 
that will engulf all" 

He pleaded with them saying, "O my people! Weigh and measure in full with 
justice; do not decrease for people their things and do not spread havoc on earth. The 
leftovers given by Allah is better for you if you are believers ." Whatever is earned 
lawfully contains much more blessings even though it be little. Wealth acquired 




Surah Had 11: 88-90 


32 


Anwar-ul-Bayan (v. 5) 


by unlawful (Hamm) means will be bereft of blessings even though it be in large 
quantities. 

Insolently " They said , 'O Shu'ayb! Does your Salah instruct you that we leave 
what our forefathers worshipped or that we do with our wealth as we please In making 
these statements they intended to mock at the fact that Sayyidina Shu'ayb U* 
r >LJi was very particular about his Salah. They also added mockingly, "Surely you 
are forbearing and sensible," 

Even in today's times, when people are reminded to be wary of how they 
earn, they also argue that they can do with their wealth as they please. They 
criticize the Scholars (Ulama) and the religious preachers for "interfering" in their 
affairs. They fail to realise that all their wealth is from Allah and, as the Master of 
all, He reserves the right to dictate exactly how and where this wealth must be 
earned and spent. The preachers are only conveying Allah's message to them. 
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(88) Shu'ayb Up said, "O my people! Tell me. If I am upon a clear proof 
from my Lord and He provides for me a bountiful provision, (then how can I 
stop preaching to you?). I do not wish to oppose you in a manner that I 
perpetrate the same things that I forbid you from. I only wish reformation as far 
as I am able. My ability is only from Allah. Only on Him do I rely and to Him 
do I turn." 89. "O my people! Let not your opposition for me cause the same 
punishment to afflict you as afflicted the nation of Nuh (OUJi or the nation of 
Hud Up or the nation of Salih Up. And the nation of Lxit were 

not far off from you." (90) Seek forgiveness from your Lord then turn to pim. 
Indeed my Lord is Most Merciful, Most Loving. 


SAYYIDINA SHU'AYB $U\ Up TELLS HIS NATION THAT HE 
SEEKS TO REFORM THEM AND THAT THEIR ANIMOSITY FOR 
HIM SHOULD NOT LEAD TO THEIR OWN DESTRUCTION 

When the people refused to hearken to his message " Shu'ayb Up said , '0 

my people! Tell me. If I am upon a clear proof (the truth) from my Lord and He provides 
for me a bountiful provision (in the form of apostleship), (then how can I stop 
preaching to you?)." 

He further impressed upon their minds that they would only be justified in 
their opposition to him if his personal practice contradicted his preaching. He 1 
told them, T do not wish to oppose you in a manner that I perpetrate the same things 
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that I forbid you from ." He only preached to them what he himself understood to 
be right and beneficial. 

He told them that he was a well wisher to them because, he said, "I only wish 
reformation as far as I am able . My ability (to perform all good deeds) is only from 
Allah. Only on Him do I rely and to Him do I turn." 

He then warned them, "O my people! Let not your opposition for me cause the 
same punishment to afflict you as afflicted the nation ofNuh or the nation of 

Hud or the nation of Salih And the nation ofLut were not far off from 

you (in time and in geographical location)." 

He then advised them saying, "Seek forgiveness from your Lord (i.e. become 
believers) then turn to Him. Indeed my Lord is Most Merciful Most Loving." Allah will 
be merciful and loving to the person who turns to him. 

Note: "He provides for me a bountiful provision..." One of the interpretations 
is that this refers to the Prophethood. Other commentators have 
mentioned that this refers to Lawful (Haldl) wealth that Allah had 
given him without him having to resort to the illegal methods that 
the people employed. 



(91) They said, "O Shu'aib! We do not understand much of what you say, and we 
consider you to be a weakling among us. If it were not for your tribe we would 
have stoned you. You are not deserving of honour in our opinion." (92) He said, 
"O my people! Is my tribe more honourable to you than Allah and you have cast 
Him behind your backs? Verily my Lord encompasses all that you do." (93) 
"And O my people! Perform your deeds where you are. \ am performing too. 
Soon you shall come to know to whom will such a punishment come that will 
disgrace him, and who is a liar. Keep waiting. Indeed I am waiting with you." 
(94) When Our command came. We rescued Shu'ayb and those who believed 
with him by Our mercy. A scream seized the oppressors and they lay face down 
in their homes... (95) ...as if they never existed there. Behold! May Madyan be 
distanced just as the Thamud were distanced. 
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THE PEOPLE OF MADYAN REPLY IN A MOST INSOLENT 
MANNER AND ARE FINALLY DESTROYED 

Sayyidina Shu'ayb Up tirelessly strove to reform the people but they 
were obstinate. One of the insolent statements that they made was that "They 
said , .'O Shu'ayb! We do not understand much of what you say. . ."In saying this they 
meant to say that his talks were not worthy of comprehension. It is also possible 
that they really did not understand some of his talks because they did not pay 
attention to what he said. 

They also told him, "we consider you to be a weakling among us. If it were not for 
your tribe (who are adherents to our faith) we would have stoned you. You are not 
deserving of honour in our opinion." 

Sayyidina Shu'ayb U* told them, "O my people! Is my tribe more 
honourable to you than Allah and you have cast Him behind your backs?" He indicated 
that they did not respect the fact that he was the Holy Prophet from Allah but 
rather respected the fact that he belonged to a certain tribe. It was only this 
respect that caused them to desist from attacking him, rather than the fear ot 
Allah. 


"Verily my Lord encompasses all that you do." Allah, will soon punish you for 
your deeds and "Soon you shall come to know to whom will such a punishment come 
that will disgrace him , and who is a liar." 

He told them, 'And O my people! Perform your deeds where you are. I am 
performing too." In this manner "Keep waiting: Indeed I am waiting with you." Soon 
when the punishment will come and it is seen whom it will afflict, it will be clear 
who were the ones in error. 

Consequently, "When Our command came, We rescued Shu'ayb and those who 
believed with him by. Our mercy. A scream seized the oppressors and they lay face down 
in their homes as if they never existed there. Behold! May Madyan be distanced (from 
Allah's mercy) just as the Thamud were distanced." 

A detailed account of Sayyidina Shu'ayb U* was discussed in Surah 
A'raf [Surah 7, verses 85-93], where certain extra facts have been mentioned. It 
should also be noted that in Surah A'raf mention is made of an earthquake, while 
here a scream is mentioned. Both could very well have taken place. 
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(96) Verily We sent Musa with Our signs and a clear proof... (97).... To pharaoh 
(Fir'aun) and his governors. However, they followed the orders of pharaoh 
(Fir'aun), and the orders of pharaoh (Fir'aun) were improper. (98) He will lead 
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his people on the Day of Judgement and enter them into the Fire. It is an evil 
place indeed where they shall be entered. (99) Curse has been made to pursue 
them in this world and in the Hereafter as well. It will be an evil prize that they 
will receive. 

SAYYIDINA MUSA Up IS SENT* PHARAOH (FIR'AUN) AND 
HIS PEOPLE ARE REBELLIOUS AND THEY ARE ACCURSED IN 
BOTH WORLDS 

Allah says, "Verily We sent Musa with Our signs (miracles) and a clear proof (the 
staff or the shining hand) to pharaoh (Fir'aun) and his governors" Mention of the 
miracles of Sayyidina Musa fMJt Up was made in Surah A'raf . Although 
Sayyidina Musa Up was sent to all the people of pharaoh (Fir'aun), the 
governors are mentioned here because they were the first priority. If their leaders 
accept, the masses are soon to follow. If they do not accept, the masses will also 
not accept because of two reasons. The first is that these leaders will not allow 
them to accept and will complicate matters for them if they do. The second is that 
people generally look up to their leaders for guidance and will not follow 
something that their leaders do not recommend. 

Although it always occurs that the first followers of the Prophets r ^u 
are the poorer people, their numbers are always small. The Prophets 
have always tried to win over the leaders so that the masses can be easily 
influenced. 

" However, they followed the orders of pharaoh (Fir'aim), and the orders of 
pharaoh (Fir'aun) were improper." Pharaoh (Fir'aun) was their leader in this world 
and even in the Hereafter. Allah says, "He will lead his people on the Day of 
Judgement and enter them into the Fire, it is an evil place indeed where they shall be 
entered." 

Stating the fact that they will be cursed in both the worlds, Allah says, 
"Curse has been made to pursue them in this world and in the Hereafter as well, It will 
be an evil prize that they will receive ." 

The destruction of pharaoh (Fir'aun) and his people is mentioned in Surah 
Baqarah [Surah 2, verse 50], Surah A'raf [Surah 7, verses 136, 137] and Surah Yunus 
[Surah 10, verse 90-92] 
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(100) This is from the narratives of the cities that We relate to you. Some of them 
are still standing, while others have been annihilated. (101) We did not oppress 
them, but they oppressed themselves. Their gods, which they called upon 
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besides Allah were of no avail at all to them when the command of your Lord 
came. They only increased them in destruction. (102) Such is the grasp of your 
Lord when He seized a town that is oppressive. Indeed His grasp is painful and 
severe. 


THE RETRIBUTION OF ALLAH IS SEVERE AND PAINFUL WHEN 
HE SEIZES A CITY 

From verse 25 of this Surah to this point, the narratives of seven Prophets 
have been given. Allah now says with regard to these, " This is from the 
narratives of the cities that We relate to you. Some of them are still standing ..." These 
may be either in ruins, or other nations have built over them. Allah says in 
another verse, "We have settled you in the dwellings of those who oppressed themselves 
i.e. the destroyed nations . 

"....while others have been annihilated." These were the likes of the people of 
Sayyidina Lut U*. People had heard of these event before the coming of the 
Holy Prophet ifci JU and they also passed the sites of these destroyed 

places. The lessons were therefore extremely emphasised for them. 

Allah then says, "We did not oppress them , but they oppressed themselves. Their 
gods , which they called upon besides Allah were of no avail at all to them when the 
command of your Lord came. They only increased them in destruction." They were all 
eventually destroyed. 

Allah concludes by saying, "Such is the grasp of your Lord when He seized a 
town that is oppressive , indeed His grasp is painful and severe. "None is able to escape 
Allah's punishment. 
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(103) Surely in it are signs for him who fears the punishment of the Hereafter. 
This shall be such a day when people will be gathered, and that will be the day 
when all will be present. (104) We shall only postpone it for a little while. (105) 
When that day will dawn, a soul will speak only with His permission. Some of 





Surah Hod 11: 103-109 


37 


Anwar-ul-BaySn (v. 5) 


them will be unfortunate, while others will be fortunate. (106) As for those who 
will be unfortunate, they will certainly be in the Fire, where they will scream 
and shout... (107) They will abide therein forever as long as the skies and the 
earth exist, except when your Lord wills. Undoubtedly your Lord can perfectly 
accomplish whatever He wills. (108) As for those who shall be fortunate, they 
will certainly be in Heaven (Jannah), where they will abide forever, as long as 
the skies and the earth exist, except when your Lord wills. This prize will never 
end. (109) So do not be in doubt with regard to what these people worship. They 
merely worship as their forefathers worshipped before. Verily We shall grant 
them their full share without deduction. 

ALL WILL BE GATHERED ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT 
(QIYAMAH) AND NONE WILL SPEAK WITHOUT ALLAH'S 
PERMISSION 

Allah begins by saying that in the narratives of the past nations. ",are signs 
for him who fears the punishment of the Hereafter." 

Describing the Day of Judgement, Allah says, "This shall be such, a day when 
people will be gathered, and that will be the day when all will be present." None will be 
able to escape being present on that day. 

"We shall only postpone it for a little while." The Day of Judgement will dawn 
when Allah determines. However, it has not yet taken place and Allah has 
postponed it to its appointed time. The fact that it has not yet dawned does not 
mean that it will not come. 

"When that day will dawn, a soul will speak only with His permission." Allah 
says in Surah Ibrahim, "He is only granting them respite until a day when gazes will 
be fixed upwards. They will be running with their heads fixed upwards, their gazes never 
returning to them. And their hearts will be air." [Surah 14, verses 42, 43] 

Initially none will speak. However, when the reckoning will begin, people 
will be permitted to talk. They will then either admit their sins or make excuses. 
The Prophets r >Ut p^u, the Scholars (Ulama) and the martyrs will be permitted to 
intercede on behalf of others. Thereafter people will be divided into two groups 
viz. "Some of them will be unfortunate, while others will be fortunate." 

"As for those who will be unfortunate, they will certainly be in the Fire, where they 
will scream and shout..." The Arabic words used in this verse for "scream and 
shout " actually denote the beginning and ending sounds of a "donkey's bray." 
Such will be the cries of the people of Hell. "...They will abide therein forever as long 
as the skies and the earth exist, except when your Lord wills. Undoubtedly your Lord can 
perfectly accomplish whatever He wills." 

Allah then says, "As for those who shall be fortunate, they will certainly be in 
Heaven (Jannah), where they will abide forever, as long as the skies and the earth exist, 
except when your Lord wills. This prize will never end." 

In conclusion Allah reassures the Holy Prophet (J-j U* & saying, "So do 
not be in doubt with regard to what these people worship. They merely worship as their 
forefathers worshipped from before. Verily We shall grant them their full share (in this 
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world for their good deeds) without deduction." 

NOTEWORTHY POINTS 

1. The above verses make it clear that there will be only two groups on the 
Day of Judgement viz, the disbelievers (huffdr) and the believers (Mu'minm). 
Allah says in Surah Shura, "A group shall be in Heaven (Jannah), while another shall 
be in the Blaze." [Surah 42, verse 7] 

From the believers (Mu'minm) there will be those who will have to suffer a 
while in Hell for their sins, but will eventually be removed from there. Others 
will be pardoned without having to suffer in Hell, either through the intercession 
of another, or by Allah's sheer grace. These facts have been mentioned in the 
Ahadith. 

However, the disbelievers (kuffdr) will suffer forever in Hell. Allah says in 
Surah Nisa, "The abode of these people is Hell and they will not find an escape from 
there." After the belieyers (Mu'minm) enter Heaven (Jannah), they will also not be 
removed from there. Allah says in Surah Hijr with regard to the people of 
Heaven (Jannah), "No difficulty shall afflict them there , nor will they be removed from 
there." [Surah 15, verse 48] 

Says Allah in Surah Kahf, "They will abide therein forever and will never want to 
leave it." in the Hereafter, death will be slaughtered in the form of a sheep 
between Heaven (Jannah) and Hell. An announcement will then be made saying, 
"O people of Heaven (Jannah)l There will now be no death. O people of Hell! 
There will now be no more death." [Bukhari v. 2 p.691 and Muslim v. 2 p.382] 

The Qur'an has mentioned that the dwellers of Hell will also abide there 
forever. Verses to this effect are found in verse 121 of Surah Nisa (Surah 4), verse 
65 of Surah Ahzab (Surah 33) and verse 23 of Surah Jinn (Surah 72). It is 
unfortunate that some people seek to refute these verses of the Qur'an by 
claiming that Hell will come to an end and that the disbelievers (kuffdr) will 
emerge at some time. May Allah grant them the proper understanding. Amin. 

2. "As long as the skies and the earth exist" Some commentators have explained 
that, in the Arabic language, this term refers to anything that is everlasting. 
Others state that the phrase refers to the skies and the earth of Heaven (Jannah) 
and Hell, which are eternal, like Heaven (Jannah) and Hell themselves. 

This interpretation seems acceptable because verse 74 of Surah Zumar 
(Surah 39) does refer to Heaven (Jannah) as "earth," and anything that is above 
one's head is generally referred to as the 'sky.' The only difficulty in accepting 
this interpretation will be the fact that the plural is used for the word "skies." 
Therefore, the point will remain controversial until it is proven that Heaven 
(Jannah) and Hell have a multitude of skies. 

3. In both verses that contain the phrase "as long as the skies and the earth 

exist," the condition "except when your Lord wills" appears. The commentators 
have entered into lengthy discussions with regard to this exception. In my 
humble opinion, the best interpretation is that which has been tendered by Farra 
aJlp as quoted in "Ma'alimut Tanzil" (v. 2 p.402 ). He mentions that Allah has 

made this exception, but He will not exercise it i.e. If Allah so willed. He could 
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remove the people of Heaven (Jannah) and Hell from their respective abodes, but 
He will not do so, because He has decreed that they will all abide therein forever. 

"Ruhul Ma'ani" quotes some notable scholars as saying that the reason for 
the addition of this exception is that none should think that Allah is obliged to 
punish the people of Hell and give enjoyment to the people of Heaven (Jannah). 
Nothing is binding on Allah, because He has power over everything. None can 
force Him to do anything. 



(110) Indeed We had granted Musa the Book, after which differences arose about 
it. If if were not for a decree that proceeded from your Lord, the decision would 
have been passed between them. Surely they are in such doubt about it, that 
they have been cast into uncertainty. (Ill) Without doubt your Lord will 
certainly grant the full recompense for the actions of every person there may be. 
Indeed He is Informed of whatever they do. (112) So remain steadfast as you 
have been commanded and those who repent with you (should also remain 
steadfast), and do not transgress the limits. Surely He sees what you do. (113) 
And do not be inclined towards those who oppress, for then the Fire shall reach 
you, and you will not have any allies against Allah and you will not be assisted. 
(114) And establish Salah at the two ends of the day and during portions of the 
night. Verily good deeds obliterate evil deeds. This is an advice to those who 
will take heed. (115) Be patient, for undoubtedly Allah does not put to waste the 
reward of those who do good. 

THE TORAH IS GIVEN TO SAYYIDINA MUSA Up. THE HOLY 
PROPHET Up ^ AND HIS UMMAH (FOLLOWERS) ARE 
COMMANDED TO BE STEADFAST 

Allah begins by mentioning Sayyidina Musa r *>UJ> Up, He says, "Indeed We 
had granted Musa the Book (the Torah), after which differences arose about it" i.e. 
Some people accepted it as the truth, while others rejected it. This verse offers 
consolation to the Holy Prophet pUj Up &\ It tells him that he should not be 
too distressed that some people refuse to accept the Qur'an because the same 
happened to Sayyidina Musa Up and the Torah. 
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"If it were not for a decree that proceeded from your Lord, the decision would have 
been passed between them." i.e. If Allah had not already ordained when they will be 
punished, they would have certainly received their punishment immediately. 
Concerning these rejecters, Allah says, "Surely they are in such doubt about it that 
they have been cast into uncertainty." 

Thereafter Allah continues to say, "Without doubt your Lord will certainly 
grant the full recompense for the actions of every person there may be. Indeed He is 
' Informed of whatever they do." Allah will grant every person the full reward for his 
deeds and may also punish him for his sins, because no deed is hidden from 
Allah. 

Allah then addresses the Holy Prophet pi*? a* &\ and the believers 
(Mu'minin). He says, "So remain steadfast as you have been commanded and those who 
repent with you (should also remain steadfast).." It is necessary for every believer 
(Mu'min) to adhere to the straight path. The straight path (Siratul Mustaqim) is 
the way that Allah showed the Prophets ^ to teach to the people, whereby 
they can attain Allah's pleasure. They should remain fixed upon this path until 
their last breaths. 

". those who repent with you..." Refers to the believers (Mu'minin), since 

they have repented from disbelief (kufr) and polytheism (shirk) when they 
entered into the fold of Islam. This instruction to the Holy Prophet <4* Ai J** 
and his Ummah entails carrying out all the commands of Allah and abstaining 
from all the things that He has forbidden. 

In reality, this instruction to remain steadfast is extremely difficult, but 
Allah assists the person who sincerely attempts to abide by it. Sayyidina Sufyan 
bin Abdillah Thaqafi ** Ai reports that the Holy Prophet <0- j <4* & once 
advised him in such a manner that he did not require to seek advice from any 
other. The Holy Prophet Up &\ told him, "Say, "Ld ildha IUatldh" and then 
remain steadfast." [i.e. Declare your belief in Allah as a Muslim and then remain 
steadfast upon the religion (D'in)]. [Muslim] 

"Durrul Manthur" (v. 3 p.351) reports from Sayyidina Hasan that 

when the above verse was revealed (i.e. "So remain.steadfast as you have been 
commanded.. ", The Holy Prophet said, "Prepare yourselves! Prepare 

yourselves!" He has also reported that after this the Holy Prophet^L-j <4* M 
was not seen laughing. 

Tirmidhi reports from Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas ^ itt ^ that 
Sayyidina Abu Bakr ** 2bt once asked, "O The Holy Prophet pL-j *4* Aj J**! 
You have grown old? (The signs of old age are visible?)" The Holy Prophet A» JL» 
pUj replied, "Surah Hud, Surah Waqi'ah, Surah Wal Mursalat, Surah Amma 
Yata Sa'alun and Surah Idhash Shamsu Kuwwirat have made me old" [Mishkdt p. 
458], This was so because these Surahs contain detailed accounts of the Day of 
Judgement. 

"Ruhul Ma'ani" reports from Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas Ai that 
the above verse ("So remain steadfast as you have been commanded... ") was the most 
difficult for the Holy Prophet ^JL, j *4* At JL*. 

Certain pious people have reported seeing the Holy Prophet (JL-j A» in 
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a dream. When he was asked what was it in Surah Hud that made him old, he 
replied that it was the instruction to remain steadfast. This verse and all those 
referring to judgment day (Qiydmah) collectively contributed to ageing the Holy 
Prophet (JL-j UU iui Although the Holy Prophet UU & was steadfast as 
no other person could be, yet he feared that he was not complying with Allah's 
command perfectly. 


PROHIBITION AGAINST TRANSGRESSING THE LIMITS 

". and do not transgress the limits/' This verse prohibits all bid'ah 

(innovations), be they in belief or in practice. At the same time, it prohibits all 
forms of 'ghulu' [excesses in religion (Din)]. This same excesses (ghulu) has 
prompted the Christians to call Sayyidina Isa fXJt the son of Allah, and it has 
goaded many Muslims to deny the fact that the Holy Prophet Up was a 
human (although the Qur'an attests to this fact). 

"Surely He sees what you do." Allah will reward those who are steadfast and 
will punish those who transgress the limits. 


the prohibition against inclining towards the 

DISBELIEVERS (KUFFAR) AND THE IRRELIGIOUS 

"And do not be inclined towards those who oppress, for then the Fire shall reach 
you..." This verse prohibits all forms of inclining towards the ways of the 
disbelievers (kuffdr) and sinners. Therefore, the person who adopts any of the 
practices or beliefs of these people will be punished by Allah in Hell (unless he 
repents). 

Associating with disbelievers (kuffdr), sinners and irreligious people will 
make a person just like them. It is for this reason that it is prohibited to associate 
with them. Remaining in their company will cause one to join them in Hell as 
well. Copying their dress, modes and mannerisms also indicates inclining 
towards them. 


Allah says further with regard to the plight of those who are inclined 
towards these people, " and you will not have any allies against Allah and you will not 
be assisted." 


"And establish Salah at the two ends of the day and during portions of the night." 
Commentators have mentioned that this verse contains all the five Salah. 
Sayyidina Mujahid UU & says that the Salahs 'at the two ends of the day" 
refers to Fajr, Zuhr and Asr, while Maghrib and Isha are implied by those Salahs 
performed " during portions of the night." 

According to other commentators, Fajr and Zuhr are at one end of the day, 
while Asr and Maghrib are implied by the other end. Isha is then referred to as 
the Salah performed " during the portions of the night." Another opinion states that 
only Fajr 'and Asr are referred to in the verse because they are especially difficult 
to perform. Fajr is difficult because of the effort required to wake up, and Asr is 
difficult because people are generally engrossed in trade during this time. It may 
also be said that Isha is especially referred to as the Salah performed "during the 
portions of the night," because it falls during the time when people wish to sleep. It 
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is therefore also difficult. 

The possibility also exists that the Tahajjud Salah is referred to as the Salah 
performed "during the portions of the night;" because it may be performed during 
any portion of the night until dawn. Some commentators have mentioned that 
the five Salah are contained in verse 17 of Surah Rum ( Surah 30), where Allah 
says, "So glorify Allah's purity during the evenings and mornings." 

Some commentators say that "the ends of the day" refer to Fajr and Asr, while 
Maghrib and Isha are referred to as the Salahs performed "during the portions 
of the night." They say that Zuhr is mentioned in the verse of Surah Isra, where 
Allah says, " Establish Salah when the sun passes the meridian..." [Surah 17, verse 78] 

"Verily good deeds obliterate evil deedsr”Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud ifa ^j 
reports that a person told the Holy Prophet ^JU j Up- JU that he had a relation 
with a woman in the far end of Madinah, but they had not committed adultery. 
He told the Holy Prophet JU j Up iui Ju* to pass whatever judgement he deemed 
appropriate. Sayyidina Umar told the person that it would have been 

better if he had concealed his sin as Allah had thus far concealed it. The Holy 
Prophet ^ Up ^ Jl^, however, remained silent. 

Thereafter the person left. The Holy Prophet pJL-j Up ito ju* then sent 
someone to call him. When he arrived, the Holy Prophet JU j Up A\ j^ recited the 
above verse to him viz. "And establish Salah at the two ends of the day and during 
portions of the night. Verily good deeds obliterate evil deeds " When someone asked 
the Holy Prophet JL-j Up iut JU whether this vetse referred specifically to that 
person, he replied that it was for everyone. [Mishkat p. 58] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud <up ibt has mentioned that any good 
deeds serves to nullify sins. Therefore, he mentioned, one should perform any 
good deed that one possibly can. 

Sayyidina Abu Dharr j has narrated that the Holy Prophet Up it JU 

(i-Uj told him, "Fear Allah wherever you may be. Perform a good deed after a sin for it 
will obliterate it. Display good character before people." [Mishkat p. 432] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar narrates that a person asked the 

Holy Prophet Up it JU, "I have committed a major sin. How can I be 
forgiven?" The Holy Prophet JUj Up j^> asked him whether he had a mother. 
When he replied in the negative. The Holy Prophet i JU asked him 

whether he had a maternal aunt. When he replied in the affirmative. The Holy 
Prophet pL* j Up it Ju* told him to treat her well. [Mishkat p. 420] 

Together with the conditions of repentance (Tauba), good deeds also aid in 
the forgiveness of all sins. Although all good deeds may serve to secure 
forgiveness, certain specific deeds have been mentioned in the Ahadith with 
reference to the expiation of sins. Some of these are cited below. 

Sayyidina Abu Hurayra it reports that the Holy Prophet (JUj it JU> 
said, "Tell me if arjtyof you have a river running in front of his home and he 
baths therein five times daily, will there be any dirt left on his body?" The Sahaba 
r** i' submitted that there cannot be any dirt left. The Holy Prophet Up it JU 
then told them, "Such is the example of the five daily Salah. Allah annuls all 
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sins by their performance." [Bukhari v. 1 p, 76] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurayra ^ has also narrated that the Holy Prophet 

said, "Whoever stands in devotion on the night of Qadr, in the state 
of Iman and with conviction, all his previous sins will be forgiven. Whoever 
observes the fasts of Ramadhan in the state of Iman and with conviction, all his 
previous sins will be forgiven." [Bukhari v . 1 p.255] 

The Holy Prophet has also mentioned the person who stands 

in devotion during the nights of Ramadhan in the state of Iman and with 
conviction, ail his previous sins will be forgiven. [Bukhari v. 1 p.269] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurayra ^ has narrated that the Holy Prophet & 
fX*) said, "Whoever performs hajj for Allah without perpetrating any act of 
lewdness and without committing any sin, will return like the day his mother 
gave birth to him (i.e. sinless)." [Bukhari v . 1 p.206] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurayra ^ also reported that the messenger of Allah 

<Op & said that all the sins performed between two Umrahs are forgiven 
and that only Heaven (Jannah) can be the reward for an accepted Hajj. [Bukhari v. 1 
p.238 ] 

He has also reported from the Holy Prophet (JL -j iui that the five Salah, 
one Jumu'ah until the next Jumu'ah and one Ramadhan until the next Ramadhan 
expiates all the sins committed in between, on condition that major sins are 
abstained from. [Muslim v. 1 p.122] 

Sayyidina Uthman bin Affan narrates from the Holy Prophet & JU* 

that the person who performs ablution (zoudhu), ensuring that the water 
reaches all the parts and then performs the obligatory (Fardh) Salah in 
congregation, Allah will forgive all his previous sins. [Ibid] 

Sayyidina Uthman ^j has also narrated from the Holy Prophet is' 

fi-j that when the time of Salah dawns on any person and he performs 
ablution (wudhu) properly, performs the bowing (Ruku) and prostration (Sajdah) 
of Salah properly, this will be expiation for his sins; on condition that he abstains 
from major sins. He added that this reward will apply for every Salah. [Muslim v. 

1 p.121] 

He has also reported from the Holy Prophet (JL-j Up is' JU that when a 
person performs ablution (wudhu) properly/his sins fall away from all his limbs, 
to the extent that even the sins that may be beneath his fingertips will fall away. 
[Muslim v. 1 p.125] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurayra ^ ^j has reported that the Holy Prophet 

pU-j said, "When a person performs ablution (wudhu) well and then proceeds 
to the Masjid only for the purpose of Salah, he will be raised a rank for every step 
that he takes and a sin will be forgiven for every step. This will be his reward 
until he enters the Masjid." [Muslim v. 1 p.234] 

Sayyidina Abu Qatadah -up ifo reports that with reference to the fast of 
the day of Arafah (9th of Dhul Hijjah), the Holy Prophet -uip ifo JL* said that it 
is strongly hoped that Allah will forgive the sins of the past year and the sins of 
the following year. With regard to the fast of the day of Ashura (10th of 
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Muharram) he said that it is strongly hoped that Allah will forgive the sins of the 
previous year. [Muslim v. 1 p.3 67] 

Sayyidina Anas bin Malik ibt narrates that the Holy Prophet <4* ^ J** 
(JL-* said, “Whoever sends ten duruds (salutations) to me, Allah will confer ten 
mercies on him, forgive ten of his sins, and raise him by ten ranks." [Nasai v. 1 
p.191] 

Note: The Ahadith mentioning the expiation of sins refer to minor sins. 
Certain narrations of Muslim contain the clause, "As long as major 
sins are abstained from." This indicates that major sins are not 
forgiven by good deeds. 

Lesson: Scholars (Ulama) have mentioned that if a person's good deeds are 
greater in number than his minor sins, his major sins may be lessened by the 
surplus of good deeds. If there is still an excess thereafter, his ranks in the 
Hereafter will be elevated thereby. 

"This is an advice to those who will take heed." i.e. The Qur'an gives advice to 
those who will accept the advice. The verse could also imply that this Surah and 
all its contents are an advice to them. However, it will not serve to advise those 
who do not accept it and prefer to argue about it. 

"Be patient (continue to fulfil your obligation and you will continue to be 
rewarded), for undoubtedly Allah does not put to waste the reward of those who do 
good." 
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(116) Besides a few of them whom We had rescued (from punishment), why 
were there no more wise men from the nations of the past, who would forbid 
corruption in the land? The oppressors followed the luxuries they enjoyed and 
were criminals. (117) It does not behove your Lord to destroy cities unjustly 
when their inhabitants engaged in reformation. (118) If your Lord had willed. 
He would have made all people a single nation, but they will always be 
disputing... (119) .... except those upon whom your Lord has mercy. Allah had 
created them for this. The decree of your Lord shall certainly be fulfilled that "I 
will definitely fill Hell with the multitude of man and Jinn." 


THERE WERE FEW WISE MEN FROM THE PAST NATIONS WHO 
PREVENTED CORRUPTION 

Allah poses a rhetorical question when He says, "Besides a few of them whom 
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We had rescued (from punishment), why were there no more wise men from the nations 
of the past , who would forbid corruption in the land?" Other commentators have 
translated the verses as "Besides a few of them whom We had rescued (from 
punishment), there were no more wise men from the nations of the past , who Would 
forbid corruption in the land/' In the second instance, the verse is not a question, 
but a statement of fact. 

"The oppressors followed the luxuries they enjoyed and were criminals." The 
disbelievers (kuffdr) adhered to their beliefs of disbelief (kufr) because of the 
riches they possessed. They continued to sin because of their intoxication with 
these worldly possessions. As a result of their crimes, Allah finally destroyed 
them. The only ones who were saved from Allah's punishment were those few 
who forbade evil and corruption. 

This verse warns the Ummah of the Holy Prophet pJL-j ifo JL* that they 
also should not be carried away by their wealth. All of them, especially the 
leaders, should make every attempt to forbid evil. 

Allah then says, "It does not behove your Lord to destroy cities unjustly when 
their inhabitants engaged in reformation." Allah never oppresses anyone. When He 
decides to punish a nation, it is purely on account of their disbelief (kufr), 
polytheism (shirk) and sins. One of these sins is that they fail to reform 
themselves and others i.e. they do not prevent evil despite possessing the ability 
to do so. Allah will not punish them as long as they are making attempts to 
reform. 

Sayyidina Jarir bin Abdullah narrates that he heard the Holy 

Prophet jJL-j aJlp say, "When a person commits sins and the people do not 

prevent him despite having the ability to do so, Allah will inflict a punishment 
on them even before their deaths." [Abu Dawud v. 2 p.240] 

Sayyidina Abu Bakr reports from the Holy Prophet (JL-j 

that Allah will inflict widespread punishment on the nation that does not 
prevent sins being perpetrated in their midst despite having the ability to do so. 
[Ibid] 

The above interpretation is the most comprehensive in my humble opinion, 
although commentators have cited numerous other interpretations. 

"If your Lord had willed , He would have made all people a single nation..." Allah 
will not force all to become Muslims. Rather, He has set the system that people 
are granted the choice to either accept Islam or remain as disbelievers (kuffdr). 
Both ways have been outlined for them. 

Allah says in Surah Kahf, "Speak the truth from your Lord. Whomsoever is 
ivilling, should believe , and whoever is unwilling should remain as a disbeliever. We have 
surely prepared for the oppressors a Fire, the walls of which will encompass them" [Surah 
18, verse 29] 

" . but they will always be disputing , except those upon whom your Lord has 

mercy. "The believers and the non-believers will always be at loggerheads. Only 
those whom Allah wishes to shower with His mercy will be guided to accept the 
truth and remain firm on it. 
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Surah Hud 11: 120-123 


“Allah had created them for this." i.e. Allah had created them so that they 
participate in this dispute. The result of this is that they will eventually be 
classified into one of two groups. These groups are, as Allah says, in Surah Shura, 
“A group shall be in Heaven (Jannah), while another shall be in the Blaze f " [Surah 42, 
verse 7] 

"The decree of your Lord shall certainly be fulfilled that 7 will definitely fill Hell 
with the multitude of man and Jinn. The disbelievers (kuffdr) and sinners of these 
two creations will fill Hell. This verse is similar to that in Surah Alif Lam Mim 
Sajdah, where Allah says, "If We willed , We woidd have granted every soul its 
guidance. However, the decree has issued from Me that I will surely fill Hell with a 
collection of man and jinn." [Surah 32, verse 23] 

This being the case, the presence of disbelieving (kuffdr) humans and 
disbelieving (kuffdr) Jinn in the world will be inevitable. Allah mentions in Surahs 
A'raf that He told Iblis, "Get away from here Heaven (Jannah) disgraced and banished. 
Whoever of them will follow you , I shall fill Hell with the lot of you." In Surah Sad, 
Allah tells him, "I shall certainly fill Hell with yourself and all those of them who follow 
you." [Surah 38, verse 85] 



(120) We narrate to you all the narratives of the messengers so that your heart 
may be strengthened by them. In these narratives the truth has come to you, as 
well as advice and a reminder for the believers. (121) Tell those who do not 
believe, "Continue to perform deeds where you are. We are also performing... 
(122) ...And wait. We are also waiting." (123) To Allah belongs the unseen things 
of the heavens and the earth and unto Him alone will all matters return. So 
worship Him and rely on Him only. Your Lord is not unaware of what you do. 


THE INCIDENTS OF THE PROPHETS ^ SERVED TO 

STRENGTHEN THE RESOLVE OF THE HOLY PROPHET U* &\ 

Since most of Surah Hud deals with the narratives of various Prophet f $.1* 

Allah concludes the Surah by saying, "We narrate to you all the narratives of 
the messengers so that your heart may be strengthened by them. In these narratives the 
truth has come to you, as well as advice and a reminder for the believers." The object of 
all these narratives is not mere story-telling; the believers (Mu'mimn) should 
derive lessens from them and take heed not to commit the same errors as the 
previous nations. 

"Tell those who do not believe, 'Continue to perform deeds where you are. We are 
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also performing. The Holy Prophet ^ ^ JU* had fulfilled his task of 
propagation. If the disbelievers (kuffar) do not respond, then they may do as they 
please. Allah's punishment is imminent. If it does not afflict them in this world, it 
surely will in the Hereafter. Therefore, "wait! We are also waiting." 

" To Allah belongs the (knowledge of all) unseen things of the heavens and the earth 
and unto Him alone will all matters return Only then will the disbelievers (kuffar) 
realise the folly of their ways. Allah says in another verse that they will then 
exclaim, "If only we were given the chance to return. Then we would have been from the 
believers." However, it will then be too late. 

In conclusion, Allah addresses the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up iut JU. Allah says, 
"So worship Him and rely on Him only. " Then Allah addresses all of mankind 
when He says that they should always bear in mind that, " Your Lord is not 
unaware of what you do. " He will reward and punish all according to their actions. 

RECITING SURAH HUD ON A FRIDAY 

Sayyidina Ka'b ** ^ narrates that the Holy Prophet <JU j Up & ju said, 

"Recite Surah Hud on Fridays." [Mishkdtp. 189] 
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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Most Merciful. 


(1) Alif Lam Ra. These are the verses of the clear Book. (2) Undoubtedly We have 
revealed it as an Arabic Qur'an so that you may understand. (3) We narrate to 
you a most beautiful story in this Qur'an that We reveal to you. Before this you 
were of the unwary. (4) When Yusuf said to his father, "O my father! Indeed I 
have seen eleven stars, the sun and the moon all prostrating to me." (5) His 
father said, "O my beloved son! Do not relate this dream to your brothers; 
otherwise they will plot against you. Undoubtedly Devil (Shaytan) is a manifest 
enemy unto man." (6) "In this manner has your Lord chosen you, taught you the 
interpretation of dreams, and completed His bounty upon you and the family of 
Ya'qub, just as He had completed it upon your two forefathers, Ibrahim and 
Is'haq. Indeed your Lord is All Knowing, The Wise, 

THE DREAM OF SAYYIDINA YUSUF <*-Ji THE 

INTERPRETATION OF HIS FATHER AND HIS WARNING TO HIS 
SON 

This Surah relates the detailed story of Sayyidina Yusuf (v)LJt Allah 
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describes this intriguing narrative as "most beautiful story." The first people to be 
addressed by the Qur'an were the Arabs, for which reason Allah revealed the 
Qur'an in the Arabic language. If it were in any other language they could have 
argued that they cannot understand it, and therefore cannot accept it. Allah says, 
"Undoubtedly We have revealed it as an Arabic Qur'an so that you may understand 
Only the obstinate ones denied the Qur'an. 

This stoiy, as well as many others, indicate that the Holy Prophet Up Ju* 
pJL ,j was indeed the true Prophet of Allah Up because, being unlettered, 
it was not possible that he could have learnt of these incidents from anyone but 
Allah. Even the Jews and the Christians realised this fact. However, most of them 
still refused to accept, although some of them did accept Islam after the 
revelation of Surah Yusuf. 

"Durrul Manthur" (v. 4 p.2) records from Bayhaqi a narration of Sayyidina 
Abdullah bin Abbas in which he says that a certain Jewish scholar heard 

the Holy Prophet (JUj Up iut JU reciting Surah Yusuf. Then he asked the Holy 
Prophet (JL-j Up &\ JU who had taught him this, the Holy Prophet Up &\ JU. 
replied that Allah had taught it to him. 

He left and went to some other Jews, telling them that the Holy Prophet JU 
p-U; Up & was reciting what was revealed in the Torah. He then took them all to 
the Holy Prophet ( JL-j Up &\ ju, where they recognised him to be the final the 
Prophet according to what they read in their scriptures. The Holy Prophet ifo 

Up recited for them Surah Yusuf, whereupon they were all taken aback and 
accepted Islam. 

Sayyidina Yusuf Up was the son of Sayyidina Ya'qub Up, whose 
other name was Isra'il. Sayyidina Ya'qub Up was the son of Sayyidina Is'haq 
ftUJi Up and the grandson of Sayyidina Ibrahim Up. 

Sayyidina Yusuf Up and his brother Bin Yamin were from the same 
mother, while the other ten children of Sayyidina Ya'qub ftUJt Up were from 
another wife. 

One day, Sayyidina Yusuf ftUJ* Up narrated his dream to his father saying, 
"O my father! Indeed I have seen eleven stars , the sun and the moon all prostrating to 
me." His father realised the interpretation to be that Sayyidina Yusuf Up 
would ascend to great heights and that his eleven brothers, father and mother 
would all prostrate to him at some time. 

Sayyidina Ya'qub f’UJi Up therefore warned his son saying, "O my beloved 
son! Do not relate this dream to your brothers, otherwise they will plot against you. 
Undoubtedly Devil (Shaytan) is a manifest enemy unto man." He feared that the 
brothers may try to harm Sayyidina Yusuf fMJt Up so that he does not attain to 
the height that Allah wished to elevate him to. Although he realised that Allah's 
decree would always prevail and that the brothers. could not prevent this, 
he feared the harm they could cause to Sayyidina Yusuf ftUJi Up. Allah would 
elevate whom He willed. 

He further told his son, "In this manner has your Lord chosen you , taught you 
the interpretation of dreams, and completed His bounty upon you (i.e. the bounty of the 
Prophethood) and the family of Ya'qub, just as He had completed it upon your two 



51 


Surah Yusuf 1£: 7-10 


Anwar-ul-$ayan (v. 5) 


forefathers > Ibrahim and Is'haq. Indeed your Lord is All Knowing, The Wise" Allah's 
decisions are based on His divine knowledge and wisdom. 
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(7) Surely in the story of Yusuf and his brothers are many signs for the 
questioners. (8) When the brothers said, "Verily Yusuf and his brother are more 
beloved to our father than us, even though we axe a large group. Indeed our 
father is in manifest error." (9) "Kill Yusuf or throw him in a distant land, after 
which the attention of your father will be reserved for you only. Thereafter you 
can be fortunate people." (10) One of them said, "Do not kill Yusuf, but throw 
him in a dark well so that some travellers may take him away; if you really 
intend doing something." 

THE BROTHERS OF SAYYIDINA YUSUF Up CONSULT 

WHETHER TO KILL HIM OR TO BANISH HIM TO ANOTHER 
LAND 


Allah says, "Surely in the story of Yusuf and his brothers are many signs for the 
questioners Commentators have mentioned that some Jews asked the Holy 
Prophet pi-; Up JU about the story of Sayyidina Yusuf Up to test whether 

he really was Allah's Prophet After the Holy Prophet pi -j ii JU recited the 
Surah to them, they could witness ample signs that he was truly Allah's Holy 
Prophet pJLj Upiii JU. 


^ Thereafter Allah continues with the story. He says, "When the brothers said, 
'Verily Yusuf and his (real) brother (Bin Yamin) are more beloved to our father than us, 
even though we are a large group (and therefore more useful to our father). Indeed 
our father is in manifest error/' They then decided that Sayyidina Yusuf ^ 
will have to be removed if they were to enjoy their father's attention, since he 
was most beloved of their father. 

They therefore resolved, "Kill Yusuf or throw him in a distant land, after which 
the attention of your father will be reserved for you only. Thereafter you can be fortunate 
people They thought that this will earn them their father's favour. 

"One of them said, 'Do not kill Yusuf but throw him in a dark well so that some 
travellers (when searching for water) may take him away; if you really intend doing 
something/" In this way their objective would have been attained and the life of 
Sayyidina Yusuf would be spared. Ibn Kathir reports from Sayyidina 

Qatadah Up ^ and Muhammad bin Is'haq Up &\ that this was the opinion 
of the eldest brother, whose name was Rubll. Since Allah had intended great 
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things for Sayyidina Yusuf Up in the future, this opinion was accepted. 

Another interpretation of the phrase, "Thereafter you can be fortunate people/' 
has been forwarded by Ibn Kathir Up -ii Jm He translates the sentence as 
"Thereafter you can be righteous people." This means that they had understood that 
they would be perpetrating a crime by doing as they planned, but they thought 
that they could always repent afterwards and mend their ways. 
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(11) They said, "O our Father/ What ails you that you do not trust Yusuf with us 
whereas we are his well-wishers?" (12) "Send him with us tomorrow so that he 
may eat and play with us. We shall take good care of him." (13) He said, "Indeed 
it grieves me that he should go with you. I fear that you Would be negligent of 
him and then a wolf would devour him." (14) They replied, "If a wolf should 
devour him while we are a strong group, then we would surely be at a loss." 

THE BROTHERS REQUEST SAYYIDINA YA'QUB Up TO SEND 
SAYYIDINA YUSUF fiUt Up WITH THEM AND HE EXPRESSES THE 
FEAR THAT A WOLF MAY DEVOUR HIM 


To set their sinister plan in motion, the brothers required to take Sayyidina 
Yusuf (-XJi Up away from their father. However, they needed the father's 
permission to take him away. Therefore, " They said, 'O our Father! What ails you 
that you do not trust Yusuf with us whereas we are his well-wishers?"' They proposed, 
"Send him with us tomorrow so that he may eat and play with us. We shall take good 
care of him. 

Sayyidina Ya qub <OLJi Up gave them two reasons for his reluctance to send 
Sayyidina Yusuf up with them. The first was that "He said , 'Indeed it grieves 
me that he should go with you He knew that he would not be able to rest in peace 
until Sayyidina Yusuf Up returned. 

The second reason he gave was, "I fear that you should be negligent of him 
(while engaging in grazing or some sport) and then a wolf would devour him" 

They could not reply to the first reason because it was a natural emotion 
that overcame every father. However, with regard to the second reason "They 
replied, 'If a wolf should devour him while we are a strong group, then we would surely 
be at a loss/ 1 i.e. We would be prepared to lose our lives in his defence. They 
impressed upon him that no wolf could attack Sayyidina Yusuf r *Ji Up while all 
of them were present. 
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(15) When they took him and together resolved to throw him into a dark well. 

We sent revelation to him that you will certainly remind them of this matter 
when they will not realise. (16) They came weeping to their father that night. 

(17) They said, "O our father! We went racing and left Yusuf with our goods, 
when a wolf devoured him. But you will not believe us even though we are 
truthful" (18) They came with false blood on his shirt. Ya'qub Up said, "But 
your souls have contrived this matter for you. However, I shall exercise patience 
without any complaint, and I shall seek Allah's assistance against what you have 
devised." 

THE BROTHERS THROW YUSUF a* IN THE WELL AND 
SMEAR FALSE BLOOD ON HIS SHIRT. THEIR FATHER TELLS 
THEM THAT THEY HAVE DEVISED THIS SCHEME 

The brothers finally convinced their father to sent Sayyidina Yusuf Up 
with them. Allah says, "When they took him and together resolved to throw him into a 
dark well, We sent revelation to him that you will certainly remind them of this matter 
when they will not realise (that the person reminding them is the one whom they 
threw into the well)/ 

The time did finally come, as will be related towards the end of the Surah 
(verse 89), when he told them, "Do you know what you did to Yusuf and his brother 
when you were ignorant?" This revelation sent by Allah consoled Sayyidina Yusuf 

Up because he realised that Allah would rescue him from the well and 
eventually grant him an elevated position from which he could fearlessly remind 
his brothers of their deed. 

Continuing with the story, Allah says, "They came weeping to their father that 
night. They said , ‘O our father! We went racing and left Yusuf with our goods, when a 
wolf devoured him. But you will not believe us even though we are truthful 

To substantiate their claim, they removed the shirt of Sayyidina Yusuf U* 

before throwing him into the well and smeared the blood of some animal on 
it. Referring to this Allah says, "They came with false blood on his shirt." 

However, they failed to rip up the shirt to indicate that the wolf devoured 
Sayyidina Yusuf ftuJi Up. Therefore, when Sayyidina Ya'qub U^ saw the shirt 
in perfect order, he realised that they were lying. For this reason, he told them, 
"But your souls have contrived this matter for you. However (nothing can now be 
done to rectify the matter, therefore), I shall exercise patience without any complaint, 
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and I shall seek Allah's assistance against what you have devised." 

It is learnt from this that the believer (Mu'min) exercises patience and seeks 
Allah's assistance at the same time. 
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(19) A caravan approached and they sent a person to fetch water. He lowered his 
bucket and exclaimed, "What luck! There is a boy here!" They hid him as 
trading stock, and Allah had perfect knowledge of what they did. (20) They sold 
him at the meagre price of a few dirhams and they showed no interest in him. 


SAYYIDINA YUSUF U* IS REMOVED FROM THE WELL AND 
SOLD AS A SLAVE 

While Sayyidina Yusuf ^lJ\ Up was in the well, a caravan halted nearby and 
the travellers sent a person to get water for them. As he lowered his bucket into 
the well, Sayyidina Yusuf fiLJ\ Up grabbed hold of it and the person was utterly 
surprised to see him hanging onto it. He shouted, "What luck! There is a boy here!" 

When he took Sayyidina Yusuf Up to the rest of the group, they decided 
to sell him as a slave in Egypt. Therefore, "They hid him as trading stock, and Allah 
had perfect knowledge of what they did." 

The brothers of Sayyidina Yusuf p-to Up looked for him when they did not 
find him in the well. When they found him with the caravan, they told the 
people that he was their escaped slave, but they now desired to sell him. So 
"They sold him at the meagre price of a few dirhams and they showed no interest in 
him." Although they could have asked a better price for him, they accepted a 
meagre amount because they merely wished to get rid of him. 

Ibn Kathir reports from Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud -up J5i\ that they 
sold him for 20 Dirhams. Sayyidina Mujahid Up £\ says that the figure was 22 
Dirhams, while according to Sayyidina Ikrama u^ iui it was 40 Dirhams. Since 
no law of the Shari 7 ah is derived from this/it is not necessary determine it 
accurately. However, two Ahadlth will be quoted here in this regard. 

Sayyidina Abu Hurayra up narrates that the Holy Prophet Up JU 

said, 77 Allah say£, 7 I shall be the plaintiff against three people on the Day of 
Judgement. (They are): 

1. The one who made a pledge using My name and then breached it. 

2. The one who sold a free person as a slave and then consumed the 
price. 

3. " The person toko extracted labour from another and then did not 
pay him his dues." [Mishkat p. 258] 
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Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar ^ ^ reports that the Holy Prophet iut ju 
jJL-j said, "The Salah of three persons will not be accepted. (These are): 

1. The person who leads people in Salah while they dislike him. 

2. The person who performs Salah when the time is about to expire. 

3. "The person who makes another a slave/' [Abu Dawud and Ibn 
Majah] 

Therefore, in addition to their sin of taking Sayyidina Yusuf Up away 
from his father, the brothers earned the sin of making a slave of a free person. 
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(21) The person from Egypt who bought Yusuf p“>LJi *Jt- told his wife, "Take 
proper care of him. Perchance he may be of use to Us or we may take him as a 
son." In this manner We granted authority to Yusuf in that land so that We may 
teach him the interpretation of dreams. Allah is Predominant over His affairs, 
but most people do not know. (22) When he came of age. We granted him 
wisdom and knowledge. Thus do We reward those who do good. 

A MINISTER OF EGYPT BUYS SAYYIDINA YUSUF Up AND 
CARES FOR HIM SAYYIDINA YUSUF f 9Ui Up RECEIVES THE 
PROPHETHOOD 


The people of the caravan sold Sayyidina Yusuf r ^_Ji Up to the minister who 
was in charge of the finances of Egypt. This was the first step for Sayyidina Yusuf 
r^U* to the kingship of Egypt. This minister instructed his wife saying, "Take 
proper care of him. Perchance he may be of use to us or we may take him as a son." It is 
reported that the minister made the above statement because he had no children. 

According to certain commentators, the minister's name was Qitfir. They 
attribute this narration to Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas *_*• His wife's 

name is famously known to be Zulaykha. Some say that her name was Ra'il. 
However, the same youth that was once in a dark well was now enjoying the 
luxuries of a minister's home. The people of Egypt also began to look up to him 
because he lived with the minister. Referring to this Allah says, "in this manner 
We granted authority to Yusuf in that land..." 

"...so that We may teach him the interpretation of dreams." This knowledge 
contributed to his becoming a minister himself, as will be seen later. 

“Allah is Predominant over His affairs, but most people do not know.'! Allah does 
as He pleases and none can prevent Him from doing so. Allah willed that 
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Sayyidina Yusuf fSU' Up would receive the necessary education and proper 
upbringing in the home of the minister. Since he was to become the minister of 
Egypt's finances at a later stage, he was well trained in the field while staying 
with the minister. 

"When he came of age, We granted him wisdom and knowledge." This refers to 
his receiving the position of the Prophethood. Therefore the revelation that he 
received in the well was not Prophetic revelation, but inspiration that occurs to 
non Prophets. The same occurred to the mother of Sayyidina Musa Up, 
about whom Allah says in Surah Qasas, "We sent revelation (inspiration) to the 
mother of^^a. to suckle him...." [Surah 28, verse 7] 

"Thi^^^^Je reward those who do good. " This verses refers to those people 
who possess the quality of 'ihsan/ They are those who possess sincere intention 
when acting, and they perform their actions properly. Allah will reward them 
well. 
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(23) The woman in whose house he was, attempted to seduce him to achieve her 
objectives. She locked the doors and said, "I am telling you to come to me." He 
said, "I seek refuge with Allah! Indeed my caretaker has treated me honourably. 
Surely the oppressors will never succeed." 


THE WIFE OF THE MINISTER ATTEMPTS TO SEDUCE SAYYIDINA 
YUSUF * 4 * BUT HE REMAIN CHASTE 

Since Sayyidina Yusuf {OUi Up was an extremely handsome youth, the wife 
of the minister became infatuated with him. In her attempts to seduce him, she 
locked all the doors of the house and then requested him to respond to her 
charms. The trial was indeed great for Sayyidina Yusuf Up. He was young 
and healthy and the woman was not just any low class person but the wife of the 
minister. He had been raised in her home and it was therefore difficult to refuse 
her. ' • 

Despite all of this, he declined by saying, "I seek refuge with Allah!" He 
understood that only Allah could protect him from falling into sin. He then 
added, 'indeed my caretaker (i.e. your husband) has treated me honourably ." He 
mentioned to her that it would be disloyal of him to respond to her desires, since 
her husband was the one who had treated him so well and cared for him so 
generously. 

"Surely the oppressors will never succeed ." If he were to accept her proposal to 
commit adultery, he would be oppressing himself by subjecting himself to the 
punishment of the Hereafter. In addition to this he would be betraying his 
benefactor viz, the minister. 

Certain commentators have mentioned that the word 'Rabbi' (translated 
above as 'my caretaker') refers to Allah. The Quranic word 'my Rabb (Lord)' may 
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also be literally translated as 'master/ 'caretaker/ and 'owner/ The prohibition in 
the Ahadlth from calling a person " My Lord (My Rabb)/' refers to usage of the 
term ihigeneral speech. This is so that none may abuse this term. 


f; 



(24) She was determined to achieve he objectives from him, and he also would 
have intended the same had he not seen the proof of his Lord. In this manner 
(Our fate had decreed the matter) so that We averted evil and lewdness from 
him. Indeed he was from Our sincere bondsmen. (25) They both raced for the 
door and she tore his shirt from the back. Then they encountered her master at 
the door. She said, "The only penalty for him who intended evil with your wife 
is that he be imprisoned, or some other torturous punishment." (26) Yusuf Up 
said, "It was she who tried to seduce me to attain her motives." A witness 
from her family testified by saying, "If his shirt is torn from theTront, then she 
is truthful and he is from the liars. (27) However, if his shirt is torn from the 
back, then she is lying and he is from the truthful." (28) When he saw that his 
shirt was torn from the back, he said, "This is definitely from the trickery of you 
women. Your trickery is indeed very dangerous." (29) "O Yusuf! Overlook this. 

(O woman!) Seek forgiveness for your sin. You were truly of the sinners. 

THE TWO RACE FOR THE DOOR AND FIND HER HUSBAND 
THERE. HE ADMONISHES HER FOR BEING SINFUL AND 
ENJOINS HER TO REPENT 

"She was determined to achieve her objectives from him (as can be seen by the 
fact that she locked all the doors), and he also would have intended the same had he 
not seen the proof of his Lord." Sayyidina Yusuf (‘MU' u* was the Holy Prophet of 
Allah and the entire Ummah is unanimous that no Prophet u^ could commit 
a sin. This being the case, the question then arises that what is the meaning of the 
phrase that he " intended the same?" 

The simplest explanation is that which is understood from the translation of 
the verse i.e. "he also would have intended the same had he not seen the proof of his 
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Lord/' Since he saw the "proof of his Lord ", he did not even intend to commit the 
sin. 

Certain, commentators have interpreted the verse "intended the same," to 
mean that his natural human instincts intended to commit the act; however he 
restrained this when he saw the "proof of his Lord." 

"Ruhul Ma'ani" (v. 12 p.214) reports from Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas ^j 
-up that the "proof of his Lord" was a vision of Sayyidina Ya'qub Up that he 
saw before him. In this vision Sayyidina Ya'qub u* struck him on the chest. 
[Hakimi v. 2 p.346] 

The "Hilya^^^bu Nuaim reports from Sayyidina Ali A ' that when 

she intended to seiljfp Sayyidina Yusuf ftUJ' *4*, Zulaykha covered an idol that 
stood in the corner of the home. When Sayyidina Yusuf Up asked her why 
she was doing that, she replied that she was ashamed of committing the sin in 
front of her god. Thereupon he said, "If you are ashamed of an idol that can 
neither eat nor drink (i.e. it has no life), how can I not be ashamed of my Lord, 
Who is aware of every person and every action?" This incident was the "proof 
that he saw. 

Other commentators maintain that this "proof was the " wisdom and 
knowledge" (verse 22) that Allah gave to him when he attained the Prophethood. It 
was this that prevented him from succumbing to her charms. 

Believers (Mu'minin) are also reminded by Allah when they intend to 
perpetrate a sin. The reminder is in the form of uneasiness and hesitance within 
the heart. Sayyidina Nawas bin Sam'an tP i ^ reports that the Holy Prophet 
pJL-j Up iat once cited an example to them. The example was of a straight road 
having two walls on either side, both of them having open doors with curtains 
drawn upon them. At the beginning of the road is another door from where a 
caller calls out, "O people! Travel the road, but do not be influenced by what is 
around you. 

At the end of the road is another door. Whenever a person tries to open one 
of the doors at the side, a caller calls out from that door saying, "Shame on you! 
Do not open the door! If you open the door and enter into it (it will not be good 
for you)." 

The Holy Prophet -uU iui JU then explained that the example of the 
straight road is that of Islam. The walls on either side are the limits set by Allah, 
and the open doors indicate Allah's prohibitions. The caller at the beginning of 
the road is Allah's Book and the caller at every door is the admonisher that is in 
the heart of every Muslim. [Bayhaqi in Shu'abul Imdn v. 5 p.445 ] 

If every Muslim has such a reminder, Sayyidina Yusuf Up must have 
also possessed the same. 

"In this manner (Our fate had decreed the matter) so that We averted evil and 
lewdness from him. Indeed he was from Our sincere bondsmen." In his determination 
to escape, Sayyidina Yusuf u* raced for the door and Zulaykha ran after 
him. In an attempt to stop him, she grabbed hold of the back of his shirt. 
However, he still raced on and "she tore his shirt from the back." 
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Although the doors were locked, he still ran towards them in an earnest 
attempt to escape. Allah assisted him by throwing the door open for him. The 
lesson is learnt that a person should do whatever is in his capability to escape 
sin, even though the odds are against him. Allah will do the rest for him. 

Certain commentators have mentioned that Sayyidina Yusuf Up raced 
for a door that had a window in it, from which he managed to escape. Whatever 
the Case, Allah allowed him an exit. As they exited the door “they encountered her 
master (her husband) at the door.” Seizing the opportunity to absolve herself of 
blame, “She said, 'The only penalty for him who intended evil with your wife is that he 
be imprisoned, or some other torturous punishment 

“Yusuf aJp said , 'it was she who tried to seduce me to attain her motives.'" It is 

learnt from this that defending one's honour is not against piety, even though it 
entails attributing the blame to the guilty party. A believer (Mu'min) should 
never labour under suspicion. 

The minister lived many years with Sayyidina Yusuf fXJ' and knew that 
he was upright and pious. It was for this reason that he did not immediately 
accept the word of his wife. It is possible that he believed that she was guilty 
from the very outset but did not say anything until the matter resolved. 

Allah resolved the matter by causing an infant child from her family to 
serve as witness to the incident. Allah says, “A witness from her family testified by 
saying , Tf his shirt is torn from the front , then she is truthful and he is from the liars . 
However , if his shirt is torn from the back , then she is lying and he is from the truthful" 

“WJten he (the husband) saw that his shirt urns torn from the back , he said , 'This is 
definitely from the trickery of you women. Your trickery is indeed very dangerous ." 

Once, on the way to perform the Eid Salah, the Holy Prophet ,JLjUp J 
addressed some women saying, "I have not seen anything more destructive to 
the intelligence of a wise man than you women." [Bukhari v. 1 p.197] 

In another hadith the Holy Prophet Up JU* said, "The most 
destructive test to man that will be left after my demise will be that of women." 

[Mishkdt p.267 ] 

The Holy Prophet Up ito ju* also said, "Fear Allah and fear the trial of 
women, for verily the first cause of corruption among the Bani IsraYl was 
because of women." [Muslim v . 2 p. 353 ] 

The Holy Prophet Up ito also said, "Women are the snares of Shay tan 
(i.e. Shay tan uses them to entrap man in sin and vice)." [Mishkdt p. 444] 

The witness did not testify that he saw what happened, but mentioned this 
fact in such a manner that it clearly exposed the guilt of the woman. 

Hakimi reports in his "Mustadrak" from Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas 
** that the Holy Prophet Up ito Jl* narrated the following incident to them. 
He told them that when he ascended the heavens during the ascension (Mi'raj), 
he smelt a most beautiful scent. When he asked the angels accompanying him 
from where the scent came, they said that it was from the woman who used to 
comb the hair of Pharaoh's (Fir'aun's) family. 
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Once she dropped the comb while combing the hair of Pharaoh's (Fir'aim's) 
daughter. Thereupon she said, "Bismillah!" The girl asked her whose name she 
had taken, and why did she not take the name of her father Pharaoh (Fir'aun) 
instead. She replied, "I have taken the name of the One Who is my Lord, your 
Lord and the Lord of your father." When Pharaoh's (Fir'aim's) daughter 
threatened to report that matter to her father, the lady permitted her to do so. 

When Pharaoh (Fir'aun) learnt of the incident, he summoned the lady with 
her children. When she appeared before Pharaoh (Fir'aim), she asked that a 
request ofbe fulfilled. When Pharaoh (Fir'aun) asked what the request was, 
she replieoBMt she wanted her bones and the bones of her children to be buried. 
Pharaoh (Fir mm) acknowledged this. 

Thereafter he began to kill every one of her children and cast their bodies in 
a pit or in a fire. Eventually only the smallest child was left. This child was still 
feeding off the breast of the mother. This little child spoke to the mother saying, 
"O my mother! Be patient because you are on the truth." This child was then 
disposed of with the mother. 

After relating this account. The Holy Prophet said that 

throughout history there have been only four infants who spoke in their infancy. 
The first was this very child. The second was the witness for Sayyidina Yusuf <ul* 
fk-Ay The third was the one who testified to the innocence of the monk Juraij, and 
the fourth was Sayyidina Isa [Hdkimi v. 2 p.496 ] 

This hadith proves that the witness was an infant. According to certain 
commentators, the infant was the son of Zulaykha's maternal aunt, while others 
maintain that it was the son of her paternal uncle. 

After learning of the truth, the minister said, "O Yusuf Overlook this." i.e. . 
Let the matter rest and do not disclose it to anyone. 

Then, turning his attention to his wife, he said, "Seek forgiveness for your sin. 
You were truly of the. sinners." Although she was unsuccessful in her attempt, she 
was still sinful for trying to seduce him and making the effort to achieve her 
aims. 

The Holy Prophet ^JL- ^ 2bi JU said, "Tl>e adultery of the eyes is to look (at 
a non Mahram), the adultery of the ears is to listen (to one), the adultery of the 
tongue is to speak (to one), the adultery of the hands is to hold (to one), the 
adultery of the feet is to walk (to one), the adultery of the heart is to desire (one), 
and the private organs either accomplish the act (of adultery) or deny the same." 
[Mishkdt p. 20] 

The question is raised how could she seek forgiveness when she was not a 
believer? In reply, the author of "Ruhul Ma'arii" writes that although the people 
there worshipped idols, they believed in the existence of a Creator. They 
acknowledged sin and that one would be punished for it. This belief is even 
prevalent among the Hindus of India. 
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(30) Some women of the town said, "The minister's wife attempts to seduce her 
slave to fulfil her motives. Love has certainly overwhelmed her. Indeed we 
deem her to be in manifest error." (31) When she heard of their plot, she sent for 
them and prepared a meeting place for them, setting cushions there. She gave 
each of them a knife and then told Yusuf, "Come out before them!" When they 
saw him, they were taken aback, cut their hands and exclaimed, "Allah is Pure! 
This cannot be a human! He is surely a noble angel!" (32) She said, "This is what 
you were criticising me for. Indeed I attempted to seduce him to achieve my 
motives, but he escaped. If he does not do as I command him, he shall certainly 
be imprisoned and he will definitely become of those humiliated." 

THE WOMEN OF THE TOWN CRITICISE THE WIFE OF THE 
MINISTER, SHE INVITES THEM TO GIVE HER REPLY AND THEY 
CUT THEIR HANDS 

Although the minister told Sayyidina Yusuf <ip to keep the matter a 
secret, the news somehow reached the women of the town. They began to gossip 
among themselves and expressed disbelief that a married woman of noble class 
could become infatuated with a slave. Neither were they compatible in rank, nor 
in age. The only reason they saw was that they said, "Love has certainly- 
overwhelmed her." Love has blinded her to all sense. They added, "Indeed we deem 
her to be in manifest error." 

"When she (the minister's wife) heard of their plot..." The word "plot” is used 
because, although they seemed to be merely gossiping, their actual plan was that 
they wanted her to show Sayyidina Yusuf to them in an attempt to 

exonerate herself. ["Ruhul Ma'dni"] 

So she, "sent for them? and prepared a meeting place for them , setting cushions 
there (to make it comfortable for them). She gave each of them a knife..." Certain 
commentators have mentioned that she gave them the knives to cut some meat 
that they could not eat by merely biting. Others state that the knives were to cut 
some fruit like oranges that also needed cutting. A rare form of Qur'anic 
recitation supports this opinion because it contains the word " Mu taka' an," 
which is translated as 'citron' or 'orange/ "Ruhul Ma'ani" has reported this 
recitation from Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas ^ Sayyidina Abdullah bin 

Umar -up &\ Sayyidina Mujahid ibt and Sayyidina Qatadah ^ ^j. 

At the precise moment when the women were cutting, the minister's wife 
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called to Sayyidina Yusuf {X-A saying, " Come out before them!" The result was 
"When they saw him , they were taken aback , (and, in their amazement, instead of 
cutting the food before them, they) cut their hands and exclaimed , 'Allah is Pure! 
This cannot be a human! He is surely a noble angel!" 

They said this because it is commonly believed that angels possess beauty 
beyond comprehension and that devils are ugly. Allah had bestowed Sayyidina 
Yusuf f%~J' with exceptional beauty. The Holy Prophet <*1^ met him 

when he went on ascension (Mi'raj) and said, "Indeed he has been conferred half the 
beau ty of the world." 

When the women cut their hands, the minister's wife told them, "This is 
what you were criticising me for She meant to express to them that just as they 
were unable to contain themselves when they saw him and cut their hands, she 
was unable to prevent herself from falling in love with him. 

She continued to tell them, "Indeed I attempted to seduce him to achieve my 
motives , but he escaped." She now admitted to the women what she had previously 
denied before her husband. In this statement she exonerated Sayyidina Yusuf 

from blame. However, she was still not repentant and told them. "If he does 
not do as I command him, he shall certainly be imprisoned and he will definitely become 
of those humiliated 
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(33) Yusuf Up prayed, "O my Lord! The prison is dearer to me than that 
towards which these women call me. If You do not avert their plot from me, I 
shall incline towards them and become of the ignorant." (34) So his Lord 
accepted his prayer and averted their plot from him. Undoubtedly, He is the All 
Hearing, All Knowing. (35) Then, after reviewing the signs, it occurred to them 
that they should imprison him for a while. 


SAYYIDINA YUSUF (OLJi Up PRAYS TO ALLAH TO RATHER HAVE 
HIM IMPRISONED INSTEAD OF ALLOWING HIM TO FALL PREY 
TO THE PLOT OF THE WOMEN 

Sayyidina Yusuf fMJi <Op was never safe from the plots of the minister's wife 
since they shared the same home and she was adamant to seduce him yet again, 
as she had mentioned. She threatened to have him imprisoned if he did not 
comply with her wishes, and she had also made mention of imprisonment to her 
husband when she said, "The only penalty for him who intended evil with your wife is 
that he be imprisoned, or some other torturous punishment." 

Since the other women were now also awestruck by his beauty, the 
additional* danger now existed that they would also attempt to seduce him. 
Apprehensive of this, he prayed to Allah saying, "O my Lord! The prison is dearer 
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to me than that towards which these women call me. If You do not avert their plot from 
me, (being overcome by my natural instincts) I shall incline towards them and 
become of the ignorant." 

Even though the Prophets were protected by Allah from 

committing sins Sayyidina Yusuf Up made this supplication (du'd) because 
of his profound aversion to sins. He feared becoming of those who do not 
practise their knowledge. 

"So his Lord accepted his prayer and averted their plot from him. 
Undoubtedly, He is the All Hearing, All Knowing Allah made it such that 
Sayyidina Yusuf Up eventually was sent to jail. The minister and his advisor 
were concerned about the situation. Although they realised that Sayyidina Yusuf 

Up was innocent, something had to be done to quell the growing speculation 
in the town since the women were carrying many tales to their husbands. 

Therefore "after reviewing the signs [i.e. the innocence of Sayyidina Yusuf 

Up], it occurred to them that they should imprison him for a while (until the 
tumult subsided)." 

The first of the "signs" was that his shirt was tQrn from the back. The other 
was that an infant spoke in his defence, and the third was that he had sustained 
some injuries in his attempt to escape. There could have been several others as 
well. 

Allama Qurtubi ^ has reported (v. 9 p.184) that when Sayyidina Yusuf 

Up made the above supplication to Allah, Allah told him, "O Yusuf! You 
have yourself asked to be imprisoned. If you had asked for safety, I would have 
granted it to you/ It is learnt from here that a person should never ask Allah to 
resolve his problem in a specific manner. He should merely request Allah to 
deliver him from the problem, and Allah would do so in the most befitting 
manner. When a person presents the solution to Allah, he could be placing 
himself in undue difficulty, 

Sayyidina Anas <ip iut reports that the Holy Prophet j Up iui JU once 
visited an ailing Muslim whose voice had become extremely weak and his body 
had become as frail as a fledgling. The Holy Prophet Up JU recommended 
that he continues making supplication (du'd) to Allah. Thereupon he said that he 
always prayed to Allah to grant him the punishment for his sins in this world 
rather than in the next. Hearing this, the Holy Prophet pJUj Up & exclaimed, 
"Subhan Allah! What resistance do you have against punishment? Why did you 
rather not pray thus, 'O Allah! Grant me the good of this world and the good of 
the Hereafter and save me from the punishment of the Fire.'" [Muslim v. 2 p.343] 

Another Sahabi prayed to Allah to grant him patience. Thereupon 

the Holy Prophet U^ irt said, "You have prayed for difficulty (because 
patience is only needed then), so now pray for safety." [Mishkdt p.214] 

Sayyidina Abu Bakr reports that the Holy Prophet (JL-^ Up JU 

said, "Ask Allah for forgiveness and 'Afiyah' (safety, good health and well 
being) for after belief (Imdn) there is no greater wealth than Afiyah" [Mishkdt p. 
219] 
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^(36) Two youths entered the prison with him. One of them said, "Indeed I see 
myself (in a dream) squeezing wine." The other said, "I see myself caitying 
bread upon my head, from which birds are eating." (They requested) "Inform us 
of the interpretation. We truly deem you to be of the righteous." 


TWO CONVICTS ENTER THE PRISON AND REQUEST SAYYIDINA 
YUSUF f *Ji U* TO INTERPRET THEIR DREAMS 

The convicts in the jail were impressed by the exceptional behaviour of 
Sayyidina Yusuf Up. The light of the Prophethood that he bore as well as his 
apparent beauty impressed them. Even the jailer admitted that he would have 
freed Sayyidina Yusuf (OLJi.Up if he had the authority. ["Ma'dlimut Tanzil" v. 2 pA26] 

Thereafter two new captives entered the jail. Commentators mention that 
certain conspirators had used the two of them in an attempt to assassinate the 
king of Egypt, The one served drinks to the king, while the other baked his 
bread. They were both bribed to poison the king. 

Initially they both accepted the offer, but the one who served drinks later 
decided to abandon the plot. When the baker served the bread, the one who 
served drinks warned the king not to eat it because it was poisoned. Thereupon 
the baker warned the king not to drink anything since it was also poisoned. 

The king then asked the server of drinks to drink from what he had served. 
He did so without hesitation and was unaffected. When the king told the baker 
to eat the bread, he flatly refused. The bread was then given to an animal, and it 
died. The king then ordered that the two be arrested, pending investigation. 

They both saw dreams "0?te of them (the one who served drinks) said , 'Indeed I 
see myself (in a dream) squeezing (grapes to make) wine.' The other (the baker) said , 7 see 
myself carrying bread upon my head , front which birds are eating." Relating their 
dreams to Sayyidina Yusuf Up, they asked him, "Inform us of the 

interpretation. We truly deem yon to be of the righteous." 
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(37) Yusuf U* replied, "I shall inform you of the interpretation before the 
food provided for you arrives. This is from the knowledge that my Lord has 
taught me. I have discarded the religion (D'in) of those people who do not 
believe in Allah and who reject the Hereafter." (38) "I have adopted the creed of 
my forefathers, Ibrahim, Is'haq and Ya'qub. It does not befit us to ascribe any 
partners to Allah. This is from the favours upon us and upon all people, but 
most people are ungrateful." (39) "O my two prison companions! Are numerous 
gods better or Allah, Who is The One and The Almighty?" (40) "Besides Him, 
you worship only names that you and your forefathers have named without any 
revealed warrant from Allah. Decisions rest only with Allah. He has 
commanded that only He be worshipped. This is the right religion (D'in), but 
most people know it not. " 


BEFORE PROVIDING THE INTERPRETATION, SAYYIDINA YUSUF 
. f *Ji Up PREACHED ONENESS OF ALLAH (TAUHID) TO THE TWO 

When the two prisoners requested for an interpretation of their dreams, 
"Yusuf u* replied , 7 sltall inform you op the interpretation before the food 
provided for you arrives However, he wished first to tell them of his 
responsibility as the Holy Prophet. Any preacher understands that he requires to 
seek the perfect opportunity for his message. No occasion can be more 
opportune than when the addressee requires something from the preacher. At 
such a moment, he is willing to accept almost anything. 


Although .he seemed to be addressing the two new convicts, his message 
was directed at all those in the prison. Sayyidina Yusuf fikJs U** began by 
introducing himself as one who has "discarded the religion (D'in) of those people who 
do not believe in Allah and who reject the Hereafter." He said, 7 have adopted the creed 
of my forefathers, Ibrahim, Is'haq and Ya'qub." 

Outlining the foolishness of polytheism (shirk), he said, 'it does not befit us to 
ascribe any partners to Allah (Who created us and provides for us our every need)." He 
meant to impress upon their minds that one would be foolish then to worship 
things that have been created by Allah. 

Continuing his preaching, he said that the blessing of the belief in oneness 
of Allah (Tauhtd) and the knowledge conferred to him "is from the favours upon us 
and upon all people, but most people are ungrateful" 

To provoke their thoughts, he asked "O my two prison companions! Are 
numerous gods better or Allah, Who is The JOne and The Almighty?" He asked them 
whether they preferred to rather worship various idols of gold, silver, brass and 
stone, who are unable to do any good or cause any harm, instead of worshipping 
One Almighty Allah? 
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"Besides Him , you ivorship only names that you and your forefathers have named 
without any revealed warrant from Allah." Besides being referred to as gods, these 
idols have no ability to perform any act worthy of their title. They are not even 
aware of the fact that they are being worshipped. 

"Decisions rest only with Allah ." Only what Allah says will be accorded any 
consideration. The idols will be considered obsolete if Allah so dictates. "He has 
commanded that only He be worshipped. This is the right religion (D'm), but most people 
know it not " 
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(41) "O my two prison companions! As for one of you, he will serve wine to his 
master. As for the other, he will be crucified and birds will eat from his head. 
The decision has been passed regarding the matter you have inquired from me." 

SAYYIDINA YUSUF U* INTERPRETS THE DREAMS FOR 
THEM 

Sayyidina Yusuf then provided the interpretation of their dreams. 

He said, "O my two prison companions! As for one of you (the one who used to serve 
drinks to the king), he will serve wine to his master. As for the other, he will be 
crucified arid birds will eat from his head." He will be killed by crucifixion and his 
head will be devoured by birds of prey. 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud ^ reports that when Sayyidina Yusuf 
Up interpreted the dreams for them, they said that they had not seen any 
dreams, claiming that they were merely jesting. Thereupon Sayyidina Yusuf u* 
told them, "The decision has been passed regarding the matter you have inquired 
from me" ["RuhulMa'dni" v. 12 p.242] 

It is for this reason that Scholars (Ulama) warn that when a person has a 
false dream interpreted the dream will be realised according to the 
interpretation, and he will suffer punishment for his lie. 



(42) Sayyidina Yusuf *-1* told the one whom he anticipated would be freed, 
"Mention me to your master." However, Devil (Shaytan) caused him to forget 
mentioning him to his master, and Yusuf remained in prison for a few 

years. 


SAYYIDINA YUSUF U\ U* TELLS THE LIBERATED CONVICT TO 
MENTION HIM TO THE KING, BUT HE REM AINS IN PRISON FOR 
A FEW MORE YEARS 


From the two convicts "Sayyidina Yusuf told the one whom he 
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anticipated would be freed, 'Mention me to your master . " He asked the person to 
mention to the king the entire episode of how he was imprisoned despite his 
innocence and that he was being made to suffer unnecessarily in prison. 

He requested the person to do this because it was very possible that the king 
had no knowledge of the episode. If he were informed about it, he would learn 
that an innocent person had been imprisoned in his country. Although a believer 
(Mu'min) endures difficulties with patience and realises that he will be rewarded 
for it, there is no harm in attempting to alleviate oneself of the difficulty. It is for 
this reason that he told the person to inform the king of his condition. 

"However, Devil (Shaytan) caused him to forget mentioning him to his 
master, and Yusuf a* remained in prison for a few years" "Ruhul Ma'ani" 
mentions that he remained there for seven or twelve years. The Arabic word 
"bidh'a" ("few") refers to figures that lie between three and nine. And Allah 
knows best. 
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(43) The king said, "I see (in a dream) seven fat cows being eaten by seven lean 
cows and seven green ears of corn and others that are dry. O my counsellors! 
Furnish an interpretation for my dream if you are indeed able to interpret 
dreams." (44) They replied, "These are only confused dreams. We have no 
knowledge concerning the interpretation of confused dreams." (45) The released 
of the two convicts, recalling after a considerable period, said, "I shall inform 
you of the interpretation, so send me (to fetch an interpreter)." (46) "O Yusuf! O 
most truthful! Inform us regarding seven fat cows being eaten by seven lean 
cows and of com and others save it green ears that are dry, so that I may return 
to the people that they be enlightened." (47) He replied, "You will farm for 
seven consecutive years. Leave whatever crops you harvest in their ears, except 
what you require for eating." (48) "Thereafter seven difficult years will follow 
that will consume all you would have stored for them except the little that you 
leave." (49) "Thereafter a year will follow in which abundant rains will fall for 
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the people and they will distil juices/' 

THE KING OF EGYPT SEES A DREAM AND SAYYIDINA YUSUF Up 
INTERPRET IT 

As a pretext to release Sayyidina Yusuf Up from prison, Allah showed a 
dream to the king of Egypt. Therein he saw "seven fat cows being eaten by seven 
lean cows and seven green ears of corn and others that are dry." 

Recounting the dream to his ministers and advisors, the king told them. "O 
my counsellors! Furnish an interpretation for my dream if you are indeed able to 
interpret dreams" Unable to interpret the dream, they brushed it off as a 
meaningless jumble of thoughts. Therefore "They replied , 'These are only 
confused dreams. We have no knowledge concerning tire interpretation of 
confused dreams." 

Overhearing the discussion, the person who served drinks to the king 
recalled that Sayyidina Yusuf u was able to correctly interpret dreams. He 
therefore requested permission from the people to approach Sayyidina Yusuf Up 

for the interpretation of the king's dream. This he did and returned to the 
king with the interpretation. 

The interpretation of the dream was that people will harvest an abundance 
of crops for seven consecutive years, as represented by the seven fat cows and 
the seven green ears of corn. Thereafter, seven years of drought would follow, 
when all their reserved stores of grain would be depleted. This was indicated by 
the seven lean cows eating the seven fat ones, and by the dry ears of corn. 

Together with the interpretation, Sayyidina Yusuf \*Up also advised them 
concerning the measures they should take to prevent starvation. He told them 
that they should consume only what was necessary in the first seven years. He 
advised them that the rest of the crops should be preserved in their ears so that 
they are not eaten by vermin. 

Thereafter he told them, "Tltereafter a year will folloxo in which abundant 
rains will fall for the people and (because of the abundance of crops) they will distil 
juices (from the various fruits)." The extraction of juices refers to the distilling of 
wine as well as the extraction of oil from various crops like olives and sesame seeds. 
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(50) The king said, "Bring him to me." When the messenger came to Yusuf Up 
he told him, "Return to your master and ask him what is the condition of 
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the women who cut their hands. Indeed my Lord is well aware of their plot/' 

(51) The king asked, "What is your tale when you attempted to seduce Yusuf to 
appease your motives?" They replied, "Allah is Pure! We do not know of any 
evil in him." The wife of the minister said, "The truth is now out. I attempted to 
seduce him to realise my motives and he is of the truthful." (52) "This was so 
that he may know that I did not betray him in his absence, and, without doubt, 
Allah does not promote the plot of betrayers." 

THE KING SENDS FOR SAYYIDINA YUSUF 4p # but he 
REFUSES TO BE RELEASED UNTIL HIS MATTER IS 
INVESTIGATED 

When the king heard of the interpretation and the advice, he realised that 
Sayyidina Yusuf was definitely a learned person and he desired to meet 

him. He therefore sent a messenger to fetch him from the prison. However, when 
the messenger arrived at the prison, Sayyidina Yusuf Up refused to 

accompany him to the king until the king summoned the women who caused 
him to be imprisoned and learnt the truth from them. 

Certain commentators have mentioned that the other women were also 
summoned because they used to encourage Sayyidina Yusuf U* to comply 
with the bidding of the minister's wife. Other commentators maintain that they 
also tried to seduce him for themselves. Whatever the case, they were all 
summoned by the king. ["Ruhul Ma'i" v. 12 p.335] 

When the king asked them to disclose the truth of the matter, they admitted 
that Sayyidina Yusuf «JL* was innocent. By declaring, "Allah is Pure!" they 
meant to say that if they lied about Sayyidina Yusuf <3*, it would mean that 
Allah's knowledge of the incident was incorrect, since Allah knew that he was 
innocent. Allah is Pure from inaccurate knowledge. 

. They admitted that Sayyidina Yusuf Up was 'from the truthful" when he 
made the statement to the minister, "It was she who tried to seduce me to Main her 
motives." 

When Sayyidina Yusuf fXJi <lU learnt that he had been exonerated in the 
king's court, he said that he prompted the investigation so that the minister " may 
know that I did not betray him in his absence , and , without doubt , Allah does not 
promote the plot of betrayers." 

NOTE: There are two important points of wisdom behind the fact that 
Sayyidina Yusuf did not come out of jail before his name 

was cleared. The first was that his purpose as a Prophet entailed 
propagation and preaching. It is obvious that none would have 
been influenced by the preaching of someone who has a stigma 
attached to his name. People would then scorn his teachings, 
thinking him to be unfaithful to the same teachings. 

Every person should make an attempt to always clear his name of any 
suspicion, especially people who are known to be pious or holding some position 
in society. People are incorrect to merely brush off any suspicion on themselves 
by saying that the slanderers will be punished for their slander. They should 
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make a concerted effort to clear their names so that the stigma does not taint their 
reputation. If they do not do this they will be casting people into further sin by 
giving them a greater opportunity to backbite. In addition, they will be unable to 
preach to people. 

The second wisdom was that Sayyidina Yusuf Up knew from the time 
that he saw the dream as a child that Allah would be granting him a position of 
authority. It was therefore necessary that he remove all doubts about his 
reputation so that he could do justice to the post. In this way he could serve the 
people without them harbouring doubts against him. 

Sayyidina Abu Hurayra -up At narrates that the Holy Prophet Up At JU 
said, "If I had remained in jail as long as Sayyidina Yusuf f^LJt u did, I 
would have immediately responded to the messenger." [Bukhari v. 1 p.47 8] 

Commentators have mentioned that the Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up At 
mentioned this out of humility, but would have done the same as Sayyidina 
Yusuf Up did. Others mention that even though the Holy Prophet Up At JL* 
would have immediately responded to the bidding of the messenger, this 
shows the virtue of Sayyidina Yusuf fMJt Up in this single regard. Otherwise, on 
a general basis, this hadith does not grant Sayyidina Yusuf fMU Up superiority 
over the Holy Prophet (JL^ Up At JU. 

Shah Is'haq Up At ^ has mentioned that the Holy Prophet ^ Up Ai 
would have left the prison immediately because of his excessive desire to 
continue the responsibility of propagation. 
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(53) "I do not exonerate myself. Surely the soul insistently orders evil, except on 
whom Allah showers mercy. Undoubtedly my Lord is Most Forgiving, Most 
Merciful." (54) The king said, "Bring him to me so that I may keep him 
exclusively for myself" When he spoke to him, he said, "Verily today you are a 
man of honour and trustworthiness with us." (55) Sayyidina Yusuf 4* said, 
"Appoint me over the treasures of the land. Indeed I am protective and 
knowledgeable." (56) In this manner. We granted authority to Yusuf in the land. 
He could live wherever he willed. We shower Our mercy upon whomsoever We 
wish, and We do no put to waste the reward of those who do good. (57) 
Undoubtedly, the reward of the Hereafter is best for those who believe and 
adopt piety (taqwa). 


THE KING AGAIN CALLS FOR SAYYIDINA YUSUF f *Ji a* AND 
MAKES HIM THE MINISTER OF THE TREASURY 

After Sayyidina Yusuf 4* was absolved of blame, he mentioned, "J do 
not exonerate myself Surely the soul insistently orders evil..." This is what the soul of 
man will always advocate. The only exceptional people who will not succumb to 
the guiles of the soul are those upon "whom Allah showers mercy . Undoubtedly my 
Lord is Most Forgiving , Most Merciful." 

He mentioned this because it is not proper that a person praises himself. 
Allah says in Surah Najm, "So do not ascribe purity to yourselves (i.e. Do not 
proclaim your own pie'ty). He (Allah) knows best who is the most pious." [Surah 53, 
verse 32] 
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After the matter was resolved with the women, the king again sent for 
Sayyidina Yusuf (Oi-Ji Up. Being impressed by his intelligence, his piety and the 
fact that he took the pains to first exonerate himself, the king said, " Bring him to 
me so that I may keep him exclusively for myself The king intended to appoint 
Sayyidina Yusuf up as one of his counsellors and close advisors. 

Sayyidina Yusuf fiUb Up then met the king. When the two had a discussion, 
the king who was even more impressed with Sayyidina Yusuf UiU' Up said, 
"Verily today you are a man of honour and trustworthiness with us." 

Sayyidina Yusuf (*xJ' up informed the king that the drought will also affect 
the neighbouring districts and that Egypt should assist those who came for 
provisions. He added that they could be asked to pay a .nominal amount so that 
it could bolster the state treasury, while also assisting the other people. 

The question then arose about who would administer the financial affairs of 
the state during this period. In reply to this, Sayyidina Yusuf fXJs Up said, 
"Appoint me over the treasures of the land. Indeed 1 am protective and 
knowledgeable." He added these two attributes because they are what is required 
from people in control of financial matters. They need to be protective and 
trustworthy so that they do not misappropriate the wealth. In addition to this 
they need to possess the relevant knowledge so that they do not squander the 
wealth and are able to keep proper records of profits and expenses. 

Sayyidina Yusuf Up was thus appointed to the position. Allah says, 'in 
this manner , We granted authority to Yusuf in the land (of Egypt). He could live 
wherever he willed. We shower Our mercy upon whomsoever We wish ..." None 
can prevent Allah from elevating anyone to the highest of ranks even from the 
most humble of beginnings. As for these people of virtue, Allah says, "and We do 
no put to waste the reward of those who do good." 

" Undoubtedly , the reward of the Hereafter is best for those who believe and adopt 
piety (taqwa )." Although the good people will be amply rewarded in this world, 
their rewards in the Hereafter will be much better. 

Although Sayyidina Yusuf ^lJUp was appointed to manage the finances of 
the country, commentators mention that the king also handed over other 
administrative matters to him. So much authority was vested in him that he was 
practically in control of the entire country. 

Sayyidina Abdur Rahman bin Samurah <up & narrates that the Holy 
Prophet pT-j Up & said, "Do not ask to be appointed as a leader, because if 
you are appointed because of your request, then it will be given to you (and 
Allah will not assist you in the least). However, if it is given to you without 
asking, then you will be assisted in the task." [Bukhari] 

Sayyidina Abu Musa reporfs that the Holy Prophet A** Up J^> 

said, "By Allah! I will never appoint any person to a post who asks for it, nor 
anyone who desires it." [Bukhari] 

In view of these Ahadith, the question arises as to how could Sayyidina 
Yusuf fXJi Up ask for the position? Scholars (Ulama) explain that Sayyidina Yusuf 
fN~Ji Up knew that during the seven years of drought, people would be desperate 
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to assist only themselves. Since the king himself was a disbeliever (kafir) and had 
only disbelievers (kiiffar) as his ministers, one of them would be appointed to the 
post. If this were done, no mercy could be expected to be shown to the destitute. 

Therefore, in the best interests of the public, Sayyidina Yusuf rXJt <4* offered 
to accept the post. He was best qualified for the position, especially since he was 
the noble Prophet 4* of Allah as well. In circumstances where the fear exists 
that others would abuse the authority vested in them, it will be compulsory that 
a person who is capabl^pffers himself for the post. 

It was merely for the-reassurance of the king that he added, 'Indeed I am 
protective and knowledgeable Appointment to the position would also prove to 
be conducive to his duty of propagation since people are inclined to following 
people in authority . 

Another question is raised at this juncture. The question is that how could 
Sayyidina Yusuf accept a post in a infidel's (kafir) country, where the 

laws are all based on disbelief (kufr)? Would he then also be required to enforce 
the laws of disbelief (kufr)? The reply is that Sayyidina Yusuf U* was 
granted the authority to administer the finances of the country and was given 
absolute liberty to do as he pleased. In this way he was not constrained to abide 
by the oppressive laws of the country. 
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(58) Yusuf's brothers came and entered into his presence. He recognised them, 
but they did not recognise him. (59) When he prepared their provisions he said, 
"Bring your brother to me from your father. Do you not see that I grant measure 
in full and that I am the best of hosts?" (60) "If you do not bring him to me you 
will have no measure from me, nor shall you draw close." (61) They said, "We 
shall request his father regarding him, and we will really do so." (62) Sayyidina 
Yusuf 4*1* said to his attendants, "Place their funds back into their carriages 
so that they recognise it when they return to their families, and so that they may 
return." (63) When they returned to their father they said, "O our father! A 
measure shall be denied to us, so send our brother with us so that we may bring 
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grains. We shall certainly guard him well." (64) He said, "Should I trust you 
with him as I trusted you with his brother before? But Allah is the best Protector 
and He is the Most Merciful of those who show mercy." 

YUSUF'S ^ BROTHERS ARRIVE IN EGYPT FOR GRAINS. HE 
TELLS THEM THAT THEY SHOULD BRING THEIR STEP¬ 
BROTHER AS WELL AND HE RETURNS THEIR MONEY 

When the seven years of drought struck, it affected the countries 
neighbouring Egypt as. well. The father of Sayyidina Yusuf Up and his 
brothers were also affected in Palestine. When the brothers heard that Egypt had 
provisions, they arrived there to seek grains. 

They were directed to Sayyidina Yusuf Up to pay the price and have the 
grains given to them. When they arrived t in his presence, he immediately 
recognised them. They, however did not realise who he was. It never crossed 
their minds that this could be the same child whom they abandoned in a forest of 
Kan'an and then had him sold as a slave. 

According to some commentators, Sayyidina Yusuf Up got someone to 
find out about Bin Yamln, whom they left at home. Others say that when 
Sayyidina Yusuf Up had all the camels loaded, they requested that another 
also be loaded for their eleventh brother. They explained that their father did not 
permit him to accompany them because his other brother had been lost. 

Sayyidina Yusuf told them that it was against their law to provide 

for someone who was not himself present. However, he gave them the extra 
load. He then told them, (for the next time they came), " Bring year brother to me 
from your fattier. Do you not see that I grant measure in full and that I am the 
best of hosts? If you do not bring him to me you will have no measure from me , 
nor shall you draw close ." 

They understood that they would have to return for more provisions, so 
they promised, "We shall request his father regarding him , and we will really do so." 

"Sayyidina Yusuf Up said to his attendants , 'Place their f inds (the price 
which they paid for the grains) back into their carriages (without them knowing) so that 
they recognise it when they return to their families, and so that they may return." He 
knew that once they realised his generosity, they would soon return. 

Certain Scholars (Ulama) have stated that he returned their money to them 
because he feared that it was all the wealth they possessed. If it were not 
returned to them, the chances were that they would never return for more. 

Others have mentioned that the wisdom behind returning the money was 
that Sayyidina Ya'qub Up would think that the money was returned by 
mistake, and that it should be returned to the Egyptian treasury. Thinking this he 
would definitely send his sons back with the money, and Sayyidina Yusuf Up 

would be able to meet his real brother. 

The objection arises that it seems incorrect of Sayyidina Yusuf ftuJi Up to 
return the money to his brothers when the king had instructed that everyone pay 
the price. Some Scholars (Ulama) say that it was possible that Sayyidina Yusuf Up 
fMUi paid the price himself. Others say that Sayyidina Yusuf Up knew that 
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his father would return the money at a later stage. The transaction was, therefore, 
a form of credit. Whatever the reason, it should be well understood that the 
Prophets were incapable of sinning and Sayyidina Yusuf ^ would 

have never cheated. 


"When they returned to their father they said , 'O our father! A measure shall be 
denied to us (if we return without Bin Yamin in future), so send our brother with us 
so that we may bring grains . (You need not worry) We shall certainly guard him well 


SayyidinaYa'qub fiLJs Up said, " Should 1 trust you with him as I trusted you 
with his brother before? But Allah is the best Protector and He is the Most Merciful of 
those who show mercy. " He was adamant not to accede to their request. 
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(65) When they opened their provisions and found their funds returned to them, 
they said, 'O our father! What more can we want? Here are our funds returned to 
us. We shall bring for our family, protect our brother and have an extra camel 
load. These grains are inadequate." (66) He said, "I shall never send him with 
you until you give me a solemn oath from Allah that you will definitely return 
him to me unless you are surrounded." When they gave him the oath he said, 
"Allah is Vigilant over what we say." 


THE BROTHERS FIND THE RETURNED MONEY AND REQUEST 
THEIR FATHER TO RETURN; PROMISING TO PROTECT THEIR 
YOUNG BROTHER 

While the brothers were negotiating with their father about taking Bin 
Yamin with them on their next trip, they began to unpack their provisions. When 
they found that their money had been returned to them, they exclaimed, "O our 
father! What more can we want? Here are our funds returned to us. (We have to 
return to such a generous person , so send our brother with us so that we receive the full 
share of grains.). We shall bring for our family, protect our brother and have an extra 
camel load." 

"These grains are inadequate " Soon the grains will be depleted and we will 
have to return for more. 

Sayyidina Ya'qub Up said, " I shall never send him with you until you give 
me a. solemn oath from Allah that you will definitely return him to me 
unless you are surrounded. "By adding the clause at the end, Sayyidina Ya'qub Up 
^Lj\ meant to say that they should make every effort to protect their brother. The 
only time when they would be absolved of this responsibility is when such 
circumstances prevail that are beyond their control. 
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Initially he never wanted to send Bin Yamin, for he told them, " Should I trust 
you with him as 1 trusted you with his brother before?" However, he did realise that 
in the end it will be Allah Who will safeguard him and not the brothers, even 
though they promise to do so. It was for this reason that he added, " But Allah is 
the best Protector and He is the Most Merciful of those who show mercy." 

Afterwards he still realised this, but took the oath from them because a 
person needs to adopt all the apparent means as well, together with relying on 
Allah. Therefore, "When they gave him the oath he said , 'Allah is Vigilant over what 
we say. 
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(67) Sayyidina Ya'qub Up said, "O my sons! Do not enter through one door, 
but enter from different doors. I cannot be of any avail to you against Allah's 
order. Decisions rest with Allah. Only on Him do I rely, and all those who pin 
their reliance should rely only on Him." (68)When they entered as their father 
had instructed them, it could not be of any avail to them against Allah's order, 
except a need in the heart of Ya'qub that he fulfilled. Indeed he was 
knowledgeable of that which We taught him, but most people do not know. 

SAYYIDINA YA'QUB pJb Up TELS HIS SONS TO ENTER 
THROUGH DIFFERENT DOORS, ADDING THAT HE STILL 
RELIED ON ALLAH DESPITE THIS INSTRUCTION 


When the brothers prepared to leave with Bin Yamin, Sayyidina Ya'qub Up 
advised them saying, "O my sons! Do not enter through one door , but enter from 
different doors." Commentators mention that he issued this instruction to avert 
anyone casting the 'evil eye' on them, since they were all handsome men. The 
effects of the 'evil eye' are a reality (as mentioned in the Ahadith), so Sayyidina 
Ya'qub Up feared this from affecting his sons since eleven handsome men 
entering through one gate are sure to attract attention. 

Together with the instruction, Sayyidina Ya'qub Up told them, "I cannot 
be of any avail to you against Allah's order" By saying this, he meant to 
impress upon their minds that the instruction was merely a means to avert evil 
befalling them. However, the decree of Allah will still predominate. If Allah still 
willed any evil to befall them, no plan and power could prevent it. 

He added, " Decisions rest with Allah. Only on Him do I rely , and all those who 
pin their reliance should rely only on Him." 
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"When they entered as their father had instructed them, it (i.e. his instruction) 
could not be of any avail to them against Allah's order, except (that he instructed them 
only because of) a need the heart of Ya'qub that he fulfilled." Although he knew that 
Allah's decree will predominate, he issued the instruction because he felt the 
need for them to be protected. 

Regarding Sayyidina Ya'qub Allah says, "Indeed he was 

knowledgeable of that which We taught him ..." He realised that the decree of Allah 
will always predominate over everything, "....but most people do not know." Most 
people still think that their plans will prove beneficial to them over that which 
Allah has ordained. 
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(69) When they entered the presence of Yusuf, he took his brother unto himself 
saying, "I am indeed your brother, so do not grieve about what they do." (70) 
When he prepared their provisions for them, he placed a drinking cup in his 
brother's carriage. Thereafter an announcer announced, ''Where to O caravan! 
Verily you are thieves!" (71) Advancing towards them, they said, "What have 
you lost?" (72) They replied, "We have lost the drinking cup of the king. There 
shall be camel's load for whoever brings it forth, and I stand guarantee for this." 

(73) They said, "By Allah! You are well aware of the fact that we have not come 
to cause corruption in the land, nor are we thieves." (74) They said, "What will 
be the penalty for it if you are lying?" (75) They replied, "The penalty is this, 
that the very person in whose carriage it is found will be the penalty for it. This 
is how we penalise oppressors." 

THE BROTHERS ARRIVE IN EGYPT AND SAYYIDINA YUSUF'S a* 
pUi PLAN TO KEEP HIS REAL BROTHER BACK 

The brothers finally presented their step-brother to Sayyidina Yusuf U*. 
Commentators mention that Sayyidina Yusuf U* hosted two brothers in a 
room. Since they were eleven, and Bin Yamln was the odd one out, Sayyidina 
Yusuf told them that he would keep Bin Yamin with him. When they 

were alone, Sayyidina Yusuf Up told him, "I am indeed your brother, so do not 
grieve about what they do ." 
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In a plan to keep his brother behind with him, when Sayyidina Yusuf Up 
r y^J\ "prepared their provisions for them, he placed a drinking cup in his brother's 
carriage." This was the cup that was used to measure the quantity of grains 
distributed. When the attendants of Sayyidina Yusuf Up found this missing, 
they were perplexed, since they did not know what Sayyidina Yusuf Up had 
done. 

"Thereafter an announcer announced (to the brothers), 'Whereto O caravan! 
Verily you are thieves!" 

Astonished at the accusation, the brothers asked, "What have you lost? They 
replied, 'We have lost the drinking cup of the king. (As a reward) There shall be camel's 
load for whoever brings )it forth..." So that none could doubt the reward, the 
announcer added, "and 1 stand guarantee for it." 

The brothers said, "By Allah! You are well aware of the fact that we have not 
come to cause corruption in the land, nor are we thieves ." 

The attendants of Sayyidina Yusuf u then asked them if, after 
investigation, it was proven that one of them did steal the cup, "What will be the 
penalty for it if you are lying (about your innocence)?" 

The brothers replied, "The penalty is this,., that the very person in whose carriage 
it is found will be the penalty for it." i.e. The thief will be restrained and kept as a 
slave. They added, "This is how we penalise oppressors." In the Shari'ah that they 
followed, this was the penalty for stealing. 





(76) Yusuf ftUJi Up began (looking at) their satchels before the satchel of his 
brother and then removed the cup from his brother's satchel. Thus did We 
inspire a plan for Yusuf. He could not have kept back his brother according to 
the law of the king, except of Allah willed. We elevate the ranks of whomsoever 
We will. Above every knowledgeable person is one who is more 
knowledgeable. 

THE CUP IS FOUND IN BIN YAMIN'S SATCHEL AND YUSUF Up 
IS ABLE TO USE THIS AS AN EXCUSE TO DETAIN HIM 

Sayyidina Yusuf (OLJi Up began searching the satchel's of the other brothers. 
If he had begun with that of Bin Yamln, they may have suspected his plan 
instantly. Eventually, he extracted the measuring cup from Bin Yamln's satchel 
and found the excuse to restrain him. Allah says, " Thus did We inspire a plan for 
Yusuf He could not have kept back his brother according to the law of the king, except if 
Allah willed." The laws of Egypt did not allow for a thief to be restrained as a 
slave, so Sayyidina Yusuf ftUJi Up could not implement those laws in this case. 

Allah inspired Sayyidina Yusuf Up to adopt this plan. Allah says, "We 
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elevate the ranks of whomsoever We will. Above every knowledgeable person is one who 
is more knowledgeable." No matter how knowledgeable a person may be, there is 
always someone with even more knowledge. Above even the most knowledge 
person, there is always Allah. None can even draw close to His knowledge. 

Another objection is raised. The objection is that why did Sayyidina 
Yusuf aJlp, by retaining Bin Yamin, cause additional difficulty to his father, 
Sayyidina Ya'qub Up? Sayyidina Ya'qub Up had already been pining 
over the loss of Sayyidina Yusuf Up for so many years, now the loss of Bin 
Yamin would distress him even further. 

The reply is that Sayyidina Yusuf Up retained Bin Yamin because he felt 
confident that Sayyidina Ya'qub Up would then send the brothers on a 
mission to find both lost brothers. In.so doing, they would again return to him. If 
he sent them to search for Sayyidina Yusuf Up only, the chances were that 
they would refuse because they thought him to be dead. If Bin Yamin was also 
retained, they would, at least, attempt to bring him back. 

Some people have raised a further objection that it was not proper that Bin 
Yamin be made a slave. This objection holds no weight because he was never 
made a slave. He was merely detained on this pretext. In addition to this, the 
Shari'ah that Sayyidina Yusuf Up followed allowed the enslavement of 
thieves. 

Yet another question is raised. How could Sayyidina Yusuf pMU Up accuse 
the innocent brothers of theft merely to fulfil his personal desires? The reply is 
that he never accused them. His attendants made the accusation. 

However, the question may still be asked that Bin Yamin was still accused 
of something that he never did, causing him to be humiliated. Scholars (Ulama) 
have replied to this by saying that Bin Yamin had consented to this plan because 
he was greatly harassed by his brothers. Therefore, he preferred living with 
Sayyidina Yusuf Up despite the accusation, rather than returning with his 
brothers. 

It may also be said that this accusation was such that it was soon to be 
dispelled when the brothers learnt the truth. Therefore, it was not a very serious 
matter. And Allah knows best. 



(77) The brothers said, "If he has stolen then surely his brother before him must 
have also stolen." Yusuf concealed this matter in his heart and did not disclose it 
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to them. He said, “You are worse off Allah knows best what you speak/' (78) 
They submitted, "O minister! He has an extremely aged father, so take one of us 
in his place. Verily we deem you to be of the kind ones." (79) He said, “Allah 
forbid that we take anyone besides the one with whom we found our article. If 
we do so, then we would certainly be of the oppressors." 


THE BROTHERS REQUEST THAT ONE OF THEM BE ARRESTED 
INSTEAD OF BIN YAMIN 


In anger and because of being disgraced, the brothers said, "If he has stolen 
then surely his brother before him [Sayyidina Yusuf Up] must have also stolen 

Although this was an insult to his reputation, Sayyidina YusufU p never 
replied to them. In his heart, "He said, 'You are worse off'" They perpetrated the 
much more serious crime of abducting a child from his father and selling him as 
a slave. However, he said, 'Allah knows best what you speak/' 

Based on narrations from the Bani Isra'il, commentators quote five incidents 
that mention what the brothers referred to when they accused Sayyidina Yusuf 

Up of theft. One of these is that he used to steal food from the table to feed 
the poor. However, one cannot rely on these narrations since they are not 
verified. 

Allama Qurtubi u has mentioned (v. 9 p.339) that in all probability, 

there was no incident that they referred to. They were merely lying. 

The brothers were now extremely worried as to how they were to answer 
their father. In an attempt to get Bin Yamln back, "They submitted, 'O minister! He 
has an extremely aged father (who would be devastated upon hearing the news), so 
take one of us in his place. (Please accede to our request for) Verily we deem you to be of 
the kind ones . 

Sayyidina Yusuf Up replied that it was impossible to arrest an innocent 
person. "He said, 'Allah forbid that we take anyone besides the one with whom we found 
our article . If we do so then we certainly be of the oppressors/" 
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(80) When they grew despondent of (convincing) Yusuf Up, they stood 
aside to consult. The eldest of them said, "Do you not know that your father had 
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taken from you a solemn oath from Allah, and before you had erred with regard 
to Yusuf? Now I shall never leave this land until my father permits me or Allah 
decides my matter. He is the best of deciders." (81) "Return to your father and 
say, 'O our father! Indeed your son has stolen. We are only testifying to what we 
know, and we have no knowledge of the unseen."' (82) "'You may ask the 
(inhabitants of the) town in which we were and the caravan whom we 
accompanied back. We are really truthful."' 


THE BROTHERS CONVENE AND THE ELDEST REFUSES TO 
RETURN WITH THEM, TELLING THEM TO INFORM THEIR 
FATHER OF THE OCCURRENCE 

The brothers finally realised that they could not convince Sayyidina Yusuf 

Up to accept any of them in place of Bin Yamin. They then gathered together 
to decide their plans. "The eldest of them (whose name was either Yahuda, 
Sham'un or Rubil) said , 'Do you not know that your father had taken from you a 
solemn oath from Allah , and before you had erred with regard to Yusuf?"' He was 
concerned that now they would have no face to show their father because they 
will be causing him double the grief. 

He told them, " Now I shall never leave this land until my father (after learning 
of the situation) permits me or Allah decides my matter (by may be returning the two 
brothers). He is the best of deciders." 

He advised them by saying, " Return to your father and say, 'O our father! 
Indeed your son has stolen (because of which he has been retained in Egypt". We are 
only testifying to what we know (because we saw the cup in his satchel), and we have 
no knowledge of the unseen ." By saying this he referred to the fact that they had no 
knowledge of the fact that this incident would arise at the time of taking the oath. 

In this way he impressed upon their minds that they were now in an 
impossible situation and the clause made in their oath applied viz, that they 
would return him " unless you are surrounded." 

He advised them further that since their father would be reluctant to believe 
them, they should add, "You may ask the (inhabitants of the) town in which we were 
and the caravan whom we accompanied back. We are really truthful" 
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(83) Sayyidina Ya'qub said, "But your souls have contrived this matter 

for you. However, I will exercise patience without any complaint. Perchance 
Allah will bring them all to me. Without doubt. He is the All Knowing, The 
Wise." (84) He turned away from them and said, "O my grief for Yusuf."' His 
eyes turned white with sorrow and he was suppressing it all the time. (85) His 
sons said, "By Allah! You keep mentioning Yusuf until you waste away or 
become totally destroyed." (86) He replied, "I complain of my sorrow and my 
grief only to Allah. And I have been granted such knowledge from Allah that 
you do not know about." (87) "O my sons! Go and search for Yusuf and his 
brother. And do not become despondent of Allah's mercy. Indeed only the 
disbelieving nation grows despondent of Allah's mercy." 

THEIR FATHER DOES NOT BELIEVE THE BROTHERS WHEN THEY 
INFORM HIM ABOUT THE INCIDENT AND HE THEN INSTRUCTS 
THEM TO SEARCH FOR YUSUF U* 

Sayyidina Ya'qub Up did not believe the brothers when they related the 
entire incident of Bin Yamin to him. He repeated the same words that he used 
when they reported the death of Sayyidina Yusuf Jv Up to him. He told them, 
"But your souls have contrived this matter for you. However, I will exercise patience 
without any complaint. "Although this time the brothers were truthful, a person 
does lose confidence in those who have lied to him before. 

He added, "Perchance Allah will bring them all (Yusuf (^O.Up, Bin Yamin and 
the eldest son) to me. Without doubt, He is the All Knowing, The Wise." He 
understood that Allah caused everything to happen for good reason. 

"He turned away from them and said, '0 my grief for Yusuf"' 

Over the years, he cried so much that "His eyes turned white with sorrow and 
he was suppressing it all the time," 

"His sons said, 'By Allah! You keep mentioning Yusuf until you waste away or 
become totally destroyed He did not pay heed to what they said because they 
could not understand his feelings. Therefore, he told them, "I complain of my 
sorrow and my grief only to Allah. And I have been granted such knowledge from Allah 
that you do not know about." He was sure that he would meet his lost children one 
day. 

Then he instructed them saying, "O my sons! Go and search for Yusuf and his 
brother. And do not become despondent of Allah's mercy. Indeed only the disbelieving 
nation grows despondent of Allah's mercy. " 

Scholars (Ulama) have mentioned several explanations of the statement of 
Sayyidina Ya'qub Up when he said, "I have been granted such knowledge from 
Allah that you do not know about." Some say that this meant that he was certain 
that the dream of Sayyidina Yusuf f. Up would be realised, and that all of them 
were to prostrate to him soon. Others say that he may have received revelation 
from Allah informing him that he was soon to meet them. 

Based on this knowledge, he commanded them to search for Sayyidina 
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Yusuf and his brother. He told them never to lose hope of finding them 

because Allah would certainly join them again. 


pfSi it k &X 3P a g.js 

%$>&&* 4#. $ 

> ^ >' ; ' i: # vt i,? t 




^.jo Sf J\5 



(88) When they entered into the presence of Sayyidina Yusuff%Jt *~l* they said, 
"O minister! Calamity has befallen us and our family. We have come with a sum 
that is worthy of being returned, so grant us the full measure and be charitable 
towards us. Indeed Allah rewards the charitable ones." (89) He said, "Do you 
know what you did to Yusuf and his brother when you were ignorant?" (90) 
They exclaimed, "Are you really Yusuf!" He replied, "I am Yusuf and this is my 
brother. Allah has indeed favoured us. The fact is that whoever adopts piety 
(taqwa) and is patient, then Allah surely does not put to waste the reward of 
those who do good." (91) They said, "By Allah! Allah has certainly preferred 
you above us and we were really among the wrong doers. (92) He said, "There 
shall be no reproach on you today. May Allah forgive you. He is the Most 
Merciful of those who show mercy." 


THE BROTHERS ARRIVE IN EGYPT A THIRD TIME FOR GRAINS 
AND SAYYIDINA YUSUF Up DISCLOSES HIS IDENTITY TO 
THEM • • ■ ---y • , 

Acting upon the instruction of their father, the brothers set out for Egypt, for 
they at least knew that Bin Yamin and the eldest brother were there. They also 
required to collect some more grains. They did not have the required amount of 
money to pay.for the full measure of grains and requested Sayyidina Yusuf 
pLJ\ to be lenient with them. According to Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas 
'*& they only had a few defective Dirhams that were not worth their complete 
value. 


"... be charitable towards us*" Explaining this, certain commentators have 
mentioned that this was a request for Sayyidina Yusuf Up to accept the sum 
of money that they possessed despite its defective nature. Other commentators 
mention that this was a request for additional money, while others say that they 
meant to request for Bin Yamin in addition to the grains. The author of "Ruhul 
Ma'ani" writes that in this case the translation would be, "be kind towards us." 
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"Indeed Allah rewards the charitable ones/' This sentence supports the first 
explanation. 

Sayyidina Yusuf Up asked them, "Do you know what you did to Yusuf 
and his brother when you were ignorant?" Explaining the link between the 
question of Sayyidina Yusuf Up and the request for grain from the brothers, 
commentators have mentioned that Sayyidina Yusuf fXJt Up meant to draw their 
attention to the following fact. He meant to tell them that the calamity of the 
drought that they claimed had befallen them was something recent. It was also 
not so serious that nothing could be done about it. However, what they did by 
abducting Sayyidina Yusuf Up and causing grief to Bin Yamln was even 
greater. The sorrow that they caused to their father was far worse and prolonged 
compared to what they considered a calamity. 

The brothers were surprised by this question for they could not understand 
how the minister of Egypt could be aware of the entire episode. The mode of 
questioning, however, aroused their suspicions that this could be Sayyidina 
Yusuf Up himself. Therefore, they exclaimed, "Are you really Yusuf!" 

"He replied, T am Yusuf and this is my brother. Allah has indeed favoured us. It is 
the sterling quality of a believer (Mu'min) that he rather speaks of Allah's favours 
upon hipiself instead of the difficulties. He is grateful to Allah and expects more 
good from Him. Allah says in Surah Ibrahim, "When your Lord announced , 'If you 
show gratitude, then I will definitely give you more..." [Surah 14, verse 7] 

Sayyidina Yusuf up continued to say, "The fact is that whoever adopts 
piety (taqwa) and is patient , then Allah surely does not put to waste the reward 
of those who do good. " He mentioned this sentence as a rule for them to 
remember and did not say that he adopted piety (taqwa) and patience, because of 
which Allah favoured him. He also did not tell his brothers that they were not 
patient and not adherents of piety (taqwa). 

Piety (taqwa) benefits a person greatly in the Hereafter. In this world it 
serves to alleviate one's difficulties as well. Allah says in Surah Nahl, 
"Undoubtedly Allah is with those who adopt piety (taqwa) and those who adopt 
the path of good." [Surah 16, verse 128] 

Allah says in Surah Talaq, "For him who adopts piety (taqwa), Allah shall create 
for him an exit (from difficulties) and provide for him from sources that he never 
anticipated." Further in the same verse (verse 3), Allah says, "For him who adopts 
piety (taqwa), Allah will expiate his sins and grant him an immense reward," and "For 
him who adapts piety (taqwa), Allah will create ease in his affairs." (verse 4). 

Patience is also a great aid. Allah says in Surah Baqarah, "O you who believe, 
seek assistance by means of patience and Saldh. Indeed Allah is with the patient ones." 
[Surah 2, verse 153] 

Says Allah in Surah Zumar, "The patient ones shall be granted their reward 
without reservation" [Surah 39, verse 20] 

Sayyidina Abu SaTd ib ^ narrates that the Holy Prophet ^-Up &\ 
said, "Allah grants patience to the person who wants to be patient. None can be 
granted a gift better and more extensive than patience." [Mishkdt p. 263] 
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Certain divines have mentioned that "Patience is more bitter than aloes and 
sweeter than fruit/' 

When the brothers realised that it was Sayyidina Yusuf before them, 

they cast their gazes down in shame and submitted, "By Allah! Allah has certainly 
preferred you above us and we were really among the wrong doers/' 

Although they did not directly ask to be fergiven, any noble * person 
understands that an admission of guilt is equal to a plea for forgiveness. 
Therefore, Sayyidina Yusuf replied, "There shall be no reproach on you today. 

May Allah forgive you. He is the Most Mercifid of those who show mercy. 

The difficulties and torment that the Holy Prophet jJL- j O* ifo suffered at 
the hands of the people of Makkah is well documented. Sayyidina Abu Hurayra 
** & reports when the Muslims conquered Makkah, the Quraysh were 
terrified about their plight. They thought they would certainly be executed. 
When the Holy Prophet Up ^came out of the Ka'ba, he made Tawaf, 
performed two Rakah Salah and, standing between the door frames of the Ka'ba, 
asked the Quraysh, "What do you have to say, and what do you think (of me)?" 

They replied, "You are the son of our brother and our uncle. You are 
forbearing and merciful." Again, when the Holy Prophet ^JL.j repeated 

this question three times, the reply was the same. Thereafter the Holy Prophet 
ibt J^> said, "I say exactly what Sayyidina Yusuf fM-Ji said, "There shall 
be no reproach on you today. May Allah forgive you. He is the Most Merciful of those 
who show mercy." 

According to a narration in the Holy Prophet's ito JU biography 

written by Ibn Hisham, when the Holy Prophet asked them what 

they thought of him, the Quraysh replied, "We think that you would treat us 
well. You are our magnanimous brother, the son of our magnanimous brother." 
He then told them, "Go! You are all free." 
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(93) He said, "Take this shirt of mine and cast it upon the face of my father. He 
will regain his sight. And bring your entire family to me." (94) When the caravan 
left, their father said, "Verily, if it were not that you would say that I am 
babbling, (I would say that) I smell the fragrance of Yusuf." (95) They said, "By 
Allah! You are in your old misconception." (96) When the bearer of glad tidings 
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arrived and cast the shirt upon his face, he regained his sight. He said, "Did I not 
tell you that I have such knowledge from Allah that you do not know?" (97) 
They said, "O our father! Seek forgiveness for our sins. Indeed we were 
wrongdoers." (98) He said, "I shall shortly seek forgiveness for you from my 
Lord. Verily He is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful." 

SAYYIDINA YUSUF Up SENDS HIS SHIRT TO BE CAST ON 
HIS FATHER'S FACE AND HE REGAINS HIS SIGHT 

When the brothers discovered Sayyidina Yusuf Up, their duty was 
accomplished and they began to leave for home. Sayyidina Yusuf Up told 
them, "Take this shirt of mine and cast it upon the face of my father. He will regain his 
sight (that he had lost because of excessive weeping). And bring your entire family to 
me." 

"When the caravan (of the brothers') left (andwere still in Egypt), their father said, 
'Verily, if it were not that you would say that I am babbling (and that I was senile), (I 
would say that) I smell the fragrance of Yusuf " 

The relatives of Sayyidina Ya'qub Up who were present with him said, 
"By Allah! You are in your old misconception " ■ 

However, "When the bearer of glad tidings (one of the brothers) arrived and cast 
the shirt upon his face, he regained his sight. He said, 'Did I not tell you that I have such 
knowledge from Allah that you do not know?"' He was referring to the time when 
they told him, "By Allah! You keep mentioning Yusuf until you waste away or become 
totally destroyed," which he replied, 'I only complain of my sorrow and my-grief to 
Allah. And I have been granted such knowledge from Allah that'you do not know about. 
O my sonsI Go and search for Yusuf and his brother. And do not become despondent of 
Allah's mercy .Indeed only the disbelieving nation grows despondent of Allah's mercy." 

Thereupon the brothers admitted, "O our father! Seek forgiveness for our sins. 
Indeed we were wrongdoers." 

In reply, Sayyidina Ya'qub Up said, "I shall shortly seek forgiveness for you 
from my Lord. Verily He is Most Forgiving, Most Mercifid." 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas ^ reports that someone asked the 

Holy Prophet Up JU why Sayyidina Ya'qub fXJi Up did not seek 
forgiveness for them immediately? The Holy Prophet pUj Up JU replied that 
du'as are accepted in the last portion of the night. Therefore, Sayyidina Ya'qub 

Up wished to repent on their behalf at that time. 

Tirmidhi has also reported a hadith in which the Holy Prophet j Up 
advised Sayyidina Ali <up iiii to make a specific Salah and supplication (du'd) 
(for a strong memory) during the last portion of Friday night. The Holy Prophet 

Up ju told Sayyidina Ali ^j that supplication's (du'a's) are accepted 

during that time and that Sayyidina Ya'qub Up was waiting for this time 
when he told his sons, "I shall shortly seek forgiveness for you from my Lord." [Durrul 
Manthur v. 4 p. 36] 

"Ruhul Ma'ani" has reported from Sayyidina Sha'bi Up that 

Sayyidina Ya'qub Up did not immediately repent on their behalf because 
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they had oppressed Sayyidina Yusuf yuJi Up as well and Allah would not forgive 
them unless Sayyidina Yusuf r ‘>UJi Up also forgave them. Therefore, he intended 
to first confirm forgiveness from Sayyidina Yusuf (OLJi Up before seeking 
forgiveness for them. 

Note: The miracles of the Prophets f >ui ^ (Mu'jizat) and those of the 
pious divines (Karamat) cannot take place without Allah's will. Ever 
when the Polytheists of Makkah beseeched the Holy Prophet -1' Ju> 
rt-j 4 p for miracles, he was unable to do them without Allah's 
permission. 

The incident of Sayyidina Ya'qub fi>Ui Up clearly demonstrates this fact 
Sayyidina Ya'qub y>UJi Up, when Allah willed it, could smell Sayyidina Yusuf Up 
r *-Ji from an exceptional distance. However, when Allah did not will it he could 
not even smell him when he was in a well within the very same district. 
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(99) When they entered the presence of Yusuf, he took his parents unto him and 
said, "Enter Egypt in safety if Allah wills." (100) He seated his parents upon a 
throne and they all fell prostrate before him. He said, "O my beloved father! 
This is the interpretation of my past dream. Allah has surely made it come true. 
He had truly been kind to me when He removed me from the prison and 
brought you from the countryside after Devil (Shaytan) had caused strife 
between my brothers and me Verily my Lord subtly plans what He wills. Verily 
He is All Knowing, The Wise." (101) "O my Lord! Indeed You have granted me a 
part of kingship and taught me the interpretation of dreams. O Creator of the 
heavens and the earth! You are my Protecting Friend in this world and in the 
Hereafter. Grant me death in a state of obedience and include me among Your 
pious bondsmen. 


HIS ENTIRE FAMILY ARRIVES IN EGYPT AND THE DREAM IS 
REALISED WHEN THE PARENTS AND BROTHERS OF SAYYIDINA 
YUSUF £LJi Up PROSTRATE BEFORE HIM 

Sayyidina Yusuf fM-Ji Up told his brothers to bring their entire families with 
them to Egypt. Therefore, accompanied by their parents, wives and children, all 
eleven brothers left for Egypt. Upon hearing of their approach, Sayyidina Yusuf 
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Up welcomed them outside the city and, taking his parents close to him, told 
the family, "Enter Egypt in safety, if Allah wills" 

When they entered the city, Sayyidina Yusuf Up honoured all of them 
and "He seated his parents upon a throne ..." He placed them on his throne to show 
their elevated status. On that occasion, his parents and eleven brothers Jell 
prostrate before him." 

Prostrating to a person as a token of respect and honour was allowed for the 
past nations, but not for the ummah of the Holy Prophet Up &\ In our 
Shari'ah prostrating before any creation is unlawful (Haram), be it out of respect 
or as an act of worship. 

The prostration of all the brothers was the realisation of the same dream that 
Sayyidina Ya'qub Up never wanted Sayyidina Yusuf Up to disclose to 
his brothers, fearing that they would attempt to harm him. However, they 
attempted to harm him, but the plan of Allah reigned supreme, as it always does. 
They were all eventually forced to submit to him. 

When they all prostrated before Sayyidina Yusuf fiUJt Up, he said, "O my 
beloved father! This is the interpretation of my past dream. Allah has surely made it come 
true." "Ruhul Ma'ani" reports from the historian Ibn Is'haq Up ^ and 
Sayyidina Hasan Up it ^ that the real mother of Sayyidina Yusuf Up is 
referred to in these verses. Others maintain that his real mother was deceased, 
after which Sayyidina Ya'qub Up married her sister. Therefore, his 

stepmother is referred to whenever mention is made of "his parents." Allah 
knows best. 

Thereafter Sayyidina Yusuf ^ U^ mentioned the favours of Allah upon 
him. He said, "He had truly been kind to me when He removed me from the prison..." 
He mentioned this initially because this was the first stepping stone towards his 
position as chief minister of Egypt. Attaining this position allowed him to bring 
his family to Egypt. Therefore, he then mentions that Allah was kind to him 
because Allah, "brought you from the countryside after Devil (Shaytan) had caused 
strife between my brothers and me." 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" mentions that Sayyidina Yusuf Up did 
not mention his escape from the well, and attributed the animosity of his 
brothers to Devil (Shaytan) so that they are not embarrassed any further. He did 
this because, after forgiving them, it was not befitting that they be made to suffer 
additional embarrassment. This is the exemplary quality of magnanimous 
people. 

Thereafter he mentioned, " Verily my Lord subtly plans what He wills. Verily He 
is All Knowing , The Wise." Allah saw to it that Sayyidina Yusuf <ouJi Up was safely 
delivered from the well and all His actions are replete with wisdom. 

Thereafter, he turned to Allah and supplicated, "O my Lord! Indeed You have 
granted me a part of kingship and taught me the interpretation of dreams." The 
author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that here Sayyidina Yusuf Up refers to a 
large part of sovereignty, because the verse states great bounties. Other 
commentators state that he mentioned "a part of kingship" because he was not 
made the king of Egypt. 
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The second bounty of possessing the knowledge to interpret dreams is also 
extremely great and it was the means by which he attained to the position of 
minister. 

SOME NOTES CONCERNING DREAMS 

Allah has granted certain people the ability to interpret dreams. All 
interpretations are not necessarily accurate. 

Sayyidina Abu Hurayra -up Jii ^ reports that the Holy Prophet ,JL-j <lJLp 
said, "Nothing has been left of the Prophethood except the bearers of glad 
tidings." When the Sahabah -up & inquired what were the "bearers of glad 
tidings," the Holy Prophet replied, "Good dreams that a believer 

(Mu'min) sees or that others see about him." [Mishkdt p. 394] 

Sayyidina Ubada bin Samit -up ibi narrates that the Holy Prophet Up JL* 
said, "The dream of a believer (Mu'min) is a 46th part of the Prophethood." 
[Bukhari v. 2 p.1030 ] 

Sayyidina Anas -up At reports that the Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up iui said, 
"Whoever sees me in a dream has truly seen me because devil (Shaytan) cannot 
assume my appearance." [Bukhari v. 2 p. 1032] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurayra -up & narrates that the Holy Prophet -uLp ibi 
said, "Towards the end of time, the dream of a believer (Mu'min) will not 
come close to being false. The truest of dreams will be that of the person who is 
the most truthful" Thereafter, the Holy Prophet pJL-j Up At JU* mentioned the 
three types of dreams. The first are those that are from Allah. These convey glad 
tidings. The second are those that are a result of a person's constant thoughts. He 
will see the things that plague his mind. The third are those that Devil (Shaytan) 
accosts the mind with evil so that a person is grieved by them. The Holy Prophet 
Up &\ then added that whenever a person sees a dream of the third 
category, he should not relate it to anyone and he should engage in Salah. 
[Tirmidhi] 

Sayyidina Jabir -up quotes the Holy Prophet pJL-j Up ifct as saying, 

"Whenever any of you sees an unpleasant dream, he should spit (i.e. make the 
action of spitting) thrice to the left and thrice recite, 'A'udhu Billdhi Minash 
Shay tan nir Rajim.' Thereafter he should lie on the opposite side." [Mishkdt p. 394] 

Sayyidina Abu Razln Aqlli -up A\ reports that the Holy Prophet Up <5)1 
said, "The dream of a believer (Mu'min) is a part of 46 parts of the 
Prophethood. It remains upon the leg of a bird until he relates it (i.e. it will not 
manifest itself). When he relates it to another and it is interpreted, it will 
transpire according to the interpretation. Relate your dreams only to those 
people who love you (so that they interpret it favourably) or those who are 
intelligent and will interpret it well. At the least, if you expect an unfavourable 
interpretation, then remain silent." [Tirmidhi] 

THE INTERPRETATION OF SOME DREAMS 

Sayyidah Ayshah ^j narrates that Sayyidah Khadija asked 

the Holy Prophet p-L-j <4* ^ about her cousin Waraqa bin Naufal. She asked,. 
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"He attested to your Prophethood but passed away before you could begiit your 
duty. What do you think is his position?" The Holy Prophet <4-j Up ju replied, 
"I saw him in a dream wearing white clothes. If he were in Hell, he would have 
been wearing something else." [ Tirmidhi] 

Once the Holy Prophet pUj up & JU mentioned that, in a dream, he was 
given a cup of milk to drink. He said that he drank so much from it that it could 
be seen in his fingertips. He then passed the leftover milk to Sayyidina Umar 
** When the Sahabah asked what was the interpretation of this 

dream. The Holy Prophet ,4-j Up &\ mentioned that the milk denoted 
knowledge. [Bukhari v. 2 p. 1037] 

Sayyidah Ummul Ala ^ reports that she saw in a dream that 

Sayyidina Uthman bin Madh'un ^j had a river. When she narrated this to 

the Holy Prophet |4-*j Up JU, he said that the actions of Sayyidina Uthman bin 
Madh'un <up ^ j were still running. [Bukhari v. 2 p . 1039] 

Once the Holy Prophet <4-^ Up saw in a dream that a dark woman 

with dishevelled hair was leaving Madinah for Juhfa. He interpreted this to 
mean that a pestilence had left Madinah and gone to Juhfa. [Bukhari v. 2 p. 1044] 
This dream was realised as interpreted by the Holy Prophet j Up JU. 

The Epigones (Tabi'i) Sayyidina Muhammad bin Sirin Up iui ^ was gifted 
with the ability to accurately interpret dreams. Many dreams seem evil, but are, 
in fact, good. Imam Abu Hanifah Up M once saw in a dream that he dug up 
the grave of the Holy Prophet pJL-j Up &\ and removed the bones. He was 
extremely perturbed about this and sent someone to ask the interpretation from 
Sayyidina Muhammmad bin Sirin Up iui The interpretation was that Imam 
Abu Hanifah Uwould be responsible for spreading the knowledge of the 
Holy Prophet <4-^ Up it JU. 

Expressing the realisation of the dream to his father, Sayyidina Yusuf Up 
said, "O my beloved father! This is the interpretation of my past dream. 
Allah has surely made it come true/' 

ACKNOWLEDGING ALLAH'S FAVOURS IS A FORM OF 
GRATITUDE 

A person shows gratitude to Allah when he acknowledges Allah's bounties 
on him, praises Allah for them and utilises these in Allah's obedience. Allah says 
in Surah Nahl, "Will they still refute Allah's favour?" [Surah 16, verse 71] 

Allah had granted Qarun an abundance of wealth. He was told, "And do 
not seek corruption on earth, for Allah does not like those who create corruption." 
He replied by saying, 7 have been granted all of this because of the knowledge I 
possess." By not acknowledging that Allah had conferred these bounties to him 
and by attributing it to himself, his resultant destruction is known to all. 

The supplication's (du'a's) taught by the Holy Prophet (JLj Up contain 

admission of Allah's bounties on people. One of these is the Sayyidul Istighfar 
(the chief of all repentance), which is: 

Translation ["O Allah! You are my Lord. 'There is no deity besides 
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You. You have created me and I am your slave. I shall be steadfast 
upon Your pledge and promise as far as I am able. 1 seek refuge 
with You from the evil of my sins. I acknowledge Your bounties 
upon me and admit my sins. So forgive me, because none can 
forgive sins except You. 

The Holy Prophet ,4-^^ JU has mentioned that if a person recites this 
supplication (du'd) with conviction in the morning and then dies before the 
evening of the same day, he will be among the inhabitants of Heaven (Jannah). 
The Holy Prophet <*1^ U* &\ then mentioned that if a person recites this du'a 
with conviction in the evening and then dies before the next morning, he will be 
of the inhabitants of Heaven (Jannah). [Bukhari v. 2 p.933] 

THE SUPPLICATION (DU'A) TO DIE AS A MUSLIM AND TO BE 
RAISED AMONG THE PIOUS 

Sayyidina Yusuf pLJ\ Up continued to supplicate saying, "O Creator of the 
heavens and the earth! You are my Protecting Friend in this world and in the 
Hereafter. Grant me death in a state of obedient (as a Muslim) and include me 
among Your pious bondsmen/' This supplication teaches us that the most 
fortunate occurrence that could happen to a person is to die with Belief (Imdn). 
One should also pray to Allah to make one like those who excel one in piety. 

The question is asked about why Sayyidina Yusuf Up prayed for death, 
when this is not permissible; especially when one is in good stead? The reply is 
that he never made such a prayer. He never asked for death. All he did was that 
he asked Allah that when Allah decreed his death, he desired that he leave this 
world in an appropriate condition. 
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(102) This narrative is from the accounts of the unseen with which We inspire 
you. You were not with them when they collectively resolved their affair and 
when they plotted. (103) Most people will not believe even though you aspire 
for it. (104) You do not ask them recompense for it. This is but advice for the 
universe. 

RELATING ACCOUNTS OF THE UNSEEN WAS A PROOF OF THE 
APOSTLESHIP OF THE HOLY PROPHET fL* } 

Friend and foe are all aware of the fact that the Holy Prophet ^ a%1p aJ^ 
was neither lettered, nor did he associate with anyone who could have informed 
him about the incident of Sayyidina Yusuf pMUi Up. 

"Ruhul Ma'ani" reports that the Jews told the polytheists to inquire from the 
-°ty Prophet Up ijji why the Bani IsraYl left their homeland to settle in 
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Egypt- 1 ° reply to this question. Surah Yusuf was revealed. The Jews and the 
polytheists never expected the Holy Prophet , 0 -, -a* it to reply to the 
question. When he did, they still refused to accept him as the Holy Prophet of 
Allah. 

With regard to the story of Sayyidina Yusuf r 5Ut -U*, Allah says, [This 
narrative is from the accounts of the unseen with which We inspire you. You were not 
with them [the brothers of Sayyidina Yusuf (50 aJp] when they collectively resolved 
their affair and when they plotted [against Sayyidina Yusuf (50 a*u] This fact was 
apparent to everyone. Therefore, the only way by which the Holy Prophet it 
O could have known of this story was through divine revelation. 

According to certain narrations in "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v. 13 p. 65 ), the Jews and 
the Polytheists promised to accept Islam if the Holy Prophet pJ-j -uU it could 
relate the story accurately. The Holy Prophet ^>i desired very much 

that they accept Islam, but they still did not. Allah says, 'Most people will not 
believe even though you aspire for it (for them to believe)." 

“You do not ask them recompense for it. This is but advice for the universe." The 
Holy Prophet aJ* it would not be held responsible for their disbelief, nor 
would he be affected by it. 

NOTES, LESSONS AND RULINGS 

1 . It is indeed a great blessing of Allah to see a good dream or to be 
able to interpret dreams. 

2 . Sayyidina Ya'qub ( 5 LJ <Ae- warned Sayyidina Yusuf (50 u*. not to 
relate his dream to his brothers because he feared that they may 
harm him. It is learnt from this that it is permissible to forewarn a 
person of anticipated danger from another. 'This will not be 
regarded as backbiting. 

3 . 'The evil actions of Sayyidina Yusuf's (50 *ic. brothers denote 
that they were not Prophets (5t_Jt The incident proves that the 
children of a pious person (the Prophet in this case) can also 
commit major sins. It is also learnt that no parent can be held 
responsible and blamed for the sins of their children when the 
parents have taught their children well and guided them 
adequately. 

4 . Sayyidina Ya'qub (50 had twelve children. Ten from one 
- wife, while Sayyidina Yusuf (50 aJp and Bin Yamin were from 

another. Another name of Sayyidina Ya'qub (50 aJ* was Isra’il. 
Therefore, the progeny of Sayyidina Ya'qub (50 aJ* are referred to 
as the 'Bani Isra'il (the children of Isra'il). 

Sayyidina Ya'qub (50 aJ* and his wife passed away in 'Egypt, but he made the 
bequest that he be buried in his homeland of Kan'an. After the demise of Sayyidina Yusuf 
f %ji aJ*, the Bani Isra'il had no position in the government of 'Egypt. They did not return 
to’their homeland and the 'Egyptians always persecuted them, as recounted in Surah 
Baqarah and Surah A'rdf. They were so weakened that they could not raise any objection 
when their male offspring were slaughtered: 
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When Allah sent Sayyidina Musa ^ the Bani Isra'tl numbered 600,000. In 
the valley ofTth, they were divided into the twelve tribes. Certain books of history and 
exegesis (tafsir) mention that the Bani Isra'tl left 'Egypt after 400 years. 

5. When the brothers requested Sayyidina Ya'qub Up, 'Sent! 

him with us tomorrow so that he may eat and play with us," 
Sayyidina Ya'qub a* replied, "Indeed it grieves me that he 

should go with you. I fear that you should be neglect of him and 
then a wolf would devour him." He did not tell them that he was 
not sending Sayyidina Yusuf *4* with them because play and 
sport are prohibited acts. 'Scholars (Ulama) have deduced from this 
that sport and leisure are not forbidden acts, as long as they are 
within the constraints of the Shari'ah . 'When the intention is 
good; a person will even be rewarded for this act. 

Sayyidina Uqba bin Amir ** ^ narrates that the Holy Prophet ,jl , 3 Up Jl* told 

them, 'You will conquer Rome (parts of Europe) and Allah will protect you from the evil 
of its people. Therefore, none of you should fail to play with his arrows (i.e. practise 
archery)." [Muslim] 

The Holy Prophet Up & also emphasised training horses [Mishkdt p. 336]. 
Both archery and horse-riding aid in Jihad and one would be rewarded for practising with 
modem weapons for the cause of Jihad. 

Sport is permissible when the private parts of the body are not exposed, Saldh is not 
missed; no gambling is involved and no laws of the Shari'ah are contravened. 

6. "Do not kill Yusuf but throw him in a dark well so that 
some travellers may take him away, if you intend doing 
something'The eldest brother forwarded this opinion to the rest 
of them. It is learnt from this that a person should try to prevent 
others from evil If he is totally incapable of doing so, then he 
should; at least, try to convince them to do something less evil. 

7. Allah says that when Sayyidina Yusuf ?yu\ Up was cast into the 

well "We sent revelation to him that you will certainly remind 
them of this matter when they will not realise... "This revelation 
that he received in the well was not revelation of prophethood that 
is revealed via Jibr'il Up. It refers to inspiration that pious 
people also receive even though the Arabic word "Wahi" is used: 
'The word "Wahi" is therefore not restricted to the divine 
revelation that the Prophets i* receive. 

The inspiration that Sayyidina Yusuf i Up received in the well was just like that 
which the mother of Sayyidina Musa r XJi Up received; as mentioned in Surah Qasas 
where Allah says, "We sent revelation (inspiration) to the mother of Musa to suckle 
him... 

The same is referred to in Surah Nahl where Allah says, Your Lord inspired the 
bee..." In both these verses the Arabic word "Wahi" is used. 'While in the well, Sayyidina 
Yusuf Up was not yet a The Prophet, as confirmed by verse 22 where Allah says, 
"When he came of age, We granted him wisdom and knowledge" This refers to his 
position of the Holy Prophethood. Therefore the revelation that he received in the well was 
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not Prophetic revelation , frwf inspiration. 

8. To substantiate their claim that the wolf ate Sayyidina Yusuf ajlp 

brothers removed the shirt of Sayyidina Yusuf before 
throwing him into the well and smeared the blood of some animal 
on it. Referring to this Allah says, "They came with false blood on 
his shirt." 

However, they failed to rip up the shirt to indicate that the wolf devoured Sayyidina 
Yusuf aJlp. Therefore, when Sayyidina Ya'qub ^ saw the shirt in perfect order, 
he realised that they were lying. For this reason, he told them, 'But your souls have 
contrived this matter for you." 

It is learnt from this that although a judge will pass judgement in a case in 
accordance with the testimony of witnesses and by means of oaths taken by the parties he 
should also consider the circumstances and other important clues and evidence. 

9. After Sayyidina Ya'qub realised that his sons were lying 

to him, he accepted that he was now unable to do anything. 
Therefore, he said, "However, I will exercise patience without any 
complaint and I shall see Allah's assistance against what you have 
devised/" We learn from this that a person should never fail to 
keep his attention focussed on Allah for assistance even though he 
is exercising patience. 

10. The verses of the Qur'an clearly denote that it was the minister 

of 'Egypt's treasury who bought Sayyidina Yusuf and 

that the king of 'Egypt was another person. 'The minister's name 
was Qitfir and the king was Rayydn. The king was from the 
Amaliqa tribe and; according to the books of history, he accepted 
Islam and died before Sayyidina Yusuf Up as a Muslim. 

11. The wife of the minister, commonly referred to as Zulaikha, is 

reported to have married Sayyidina Yusuf This belief has 

its source in the narrations of the Bani Isra'il. 'The Qur'an and the 
Ahadith do not mention anything like this. 

12. When the minister's wife attempted to seduce Sayyidina Yusuf 
-d* "She locked the doors and said; 'I am telling you to come to 

me. 'He said; 'I seek refuge with Allah Indeed my caretaker has 
treated me honourably How can I betray him?). Surely the 
oppressors will never succeed (even though they may seem to be 
successful temporarily in this world)." 

13. Even though Sayyidina Yusuf <-1* knew that the doors 

were locked, he raced for the doors because he was desperate to 
escape sin. He did what he could and Allah saw to the rest. 

14. Just as the ranks of good deeds vary according to their level of 
difficulty, so too does abstention from evil vary. Although a person 
will be greatly rewarded for refusing the seduction of an ugly, low 
class woman, he will be much more greatly rewarded for refusing 
the advances of a beautiful and noble lady. 
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Enumerating the seven people who will he shaded by Allah's throne on the Day of 
Judgement; The Holy Prophet mentioned one of them as being the man who 

was called to sin by a beautiful lady of noble birth and he said to her, "Indeed I fear 
Allah " [Mishkdt p. 68] 

The woman who tried to charm Sayyidina Yusuf LJ Up was this type of a lady, 
yet he refused to respond to her demands . This required a great deal of piety (Taqwa) and 
Belief (Iman). Of course, the assistance and guidance of Allah are of paramount 
importance. Referring to this, Allah mentions, "In this manner (Our fate had decreed the 
matter) so that 'We averted evil and lewdness from him " 

15. Sayyidina Yusuf (OLJ\ Up displayed such fine character and 
cordiality towards the inmates of the prison that they began to love 
him. It was for this reason that the two men came to him for the 
interpretation of their dreams and they told him, "We truly deem 
you to be of the righteous." 

It is essential for a preacher to have noble qualities and to be cordial to all people. 
The character of Sayyidina Yusuf Up was so exemplary that the person who served 
drinks to the king addressed him as "O Yusuf! O most truthful!" when he came to 
inquire the interpretation of the king's dream. 

16. As was already mentioned ; a preacher seeks the opportunity to 
preach to a person. The time is especially right when the person 
requires something of the preacher, for then he will be attentive. It 
was for this reason that Sayyidina Yusuf 4* first preached the 
message of Oneness of Allah (Tauhid) to the two inmates before 
interpreting their dreams. He also seized the opportunity to 
introduce himself as one who followed the religion (Din) of his 
forefathers viz. Sayyidina Ibrahim 4^, Sayyidina Is'haq 4* 
and Sayyidina Ya'qub iu, 

17. Sayyidina Yusuf r *>LJiu told the freed person "Mention me to 
your masterThis proves that a person is allowed to resort to 
means to assist one's self . This does not oppose Tawakkul (trust in 
Allah). 

18. Irrespective of the means adopted; help and relief will only 
come when Allah ordains it. It has often been noticed that a patient 
meets the right doctor only when the hour of cure is imminent. It is 
only then that he receives the guidance- to make supplication (du'd). 
However, one should be hopeful of Allah's assistance and still 
adopt whatever means possible. 

In a similar manner, Sayyidina Yusuf (vUJi Up was only released 
from prison when Allah decreed it. It was only then that the person 
recalled him and mentioned him to the king. 

19. When the person came to Sayyidina Yusuf Up to inquire 
about the interpretation of the dream, he did not rebuke him for 
only recalling him after so many years. 

20. Together with the interpretation of the kings dream, Sayyidina 
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Yusuf Up also tendered a plan of action. This was given 

according to his experience. This fact proves that it is not against 
the demands of piety that a person offers worldly advice to people 
based on his experience. In fact, this is commendable since people 
benefit from it. 

21. When Sayyidina Yusuf fXJi *jlp prompted the investigation, he 
requested that the king find out 'what is the condition of the 
women who cut their hands." He did not request the king to call for 
the minister wife because he appreciated the kindness and 
generosity that she and her husband showed to him for many years 
previously. Only after the other ladies admitted his innocence did 
the minister wife say on her own, "The truth is now out. I attempt 
to seduce him to realise my motives and he is of the truthful" 

22. When Sayyidina Yusuf fX-Ji Up was proven innocent he 
mentioned; "I do not exonerate myself Surely the soul insistently 
orders evil, except on whom Allah showers mercy." He 
acknowledged the fact that it was only by Allah's grace that he 
could have abstained from sin. Here is a lesson for all who abstain 
from sin. Never should one be boastful and attribute the honour to 
oneself One should realise this as Sayyidina Yusuf f'UJ' Up 
mentioned, "'Undoubtedly my Lord is Most Forgiving, Most 
Merciful." 

23. The Qur'an mentions the three stages of one's soul viz. 
Am mar a, Lawwdma and Mutma'inna. Hakimul Ummah Thanwi 

Up writes in Baydnul Qur'an that the Ammara is the one that 
insistently commands evil acts. 'When it repents sincerely, it is 
forgiven and becomes Lawwdma. It is then perfected to become the 
Mutma'inna because of Allah's mercy and grace. 

In brief the . Ammara becomes Lawwdma because of Allah's quality of "Most 
Forgiving" and the Lawwdma becomes Mutma'inna because of Allah's quality of being 
the "Most Merciful." 

24. Sayyidina Yusuf £LJ\ Up told the king, "Indeed I am protective 
and knowledgeable. "This shows that it is permissible for a person 
to mention his attributes for the ask of a religious necessity. As 
long as the person does not say this out of pride, it will not fall 
into the category of proclaiming ones piety, which is condemned in 
the Qur'an and the Ahadith. 

25. When the brothers requested Sayyidina Ya'qub Up to send 
Bin Ydmin with them, he said; 'Should I trust you with him as I 
trusted you with his brother before? But Allah is the best Protector 
and He is the Most Merciful of those who show mercy." This 
statement shows that he trusted only Allah, even though he 
mistrusted his sons. 

Even when Sayyidina Ya'qub Up made his sons take the oath to return Bin 
Ydmin, has added the clause, 'unless you are surrounded (overwhelmed!)." This also 
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shows that he realised that the final decision in every matter rests with Allah Therefore, 
whenever a person takes an oath he should exclude those probable situations that are 
beyond his control 
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(105) There are numerous signs in the heavens and the earth by which they pass, 
yet they ignore them. (106) Most of them believe in Allah in such a manner that 
they still ascribe partners to Him. (107) Do they feel secure that a calamity from 
Allah's punishment (will not) befall them, or that the Hour (will not) come to 
them suddenly while they are unwary? 


PEOPLE PASS BY MANY NATURAL SIGNS, YET THEY DO NOT 
BELIEVE 

Describing the condition of those who are invited to believe in oneness of 
Allah (Tauhid) and the apostleship of the Holy Prophet ^JL -j Up Allah says, 

"There are numerous (natural) signs in the heavens and the earth by which they pass , yet 
they ignore them." They do not ponder over the various creations of Allah, which 
denote that He is The One and Omnipotent. 

'Most of them believe in Allah in such a manner that they still ascribe partners to 
Him." When they are told to believe in Allah, they admit that they believe in 
Him, but add that the other various gods are His partners. This type of Belief 
(Imdn) is worthless since they do not believe in oneness of Allah (Tauhid), nor in 
the Prophethood of the Holy Prophet pJL-^ iui JU. 

Allah says that these people still live peacefully, being unafraid of Allah's 
punishment and the Day of Judgement. Allah says, "Do they feel secure that a 
calamity (will not) befall them from Allah's punishment , or that the Hour (will not) come 
to them suddenly while they are unwary?" 

In verse 45 of Surah Nahl, Allah says, "Do those who plot evil schemes rest 
assured that Allah will not plunge them into the earth or afflict them with a punishment 
from whence they do not perceive?" 
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(108) Say, This is my way. I call towards Allah with insight, as well as those who 
follow me. Allah is Pure, and I am not from those who ascribe partners to Allah. 

TELL THEM THAT MY WAY IS THAT I CALL TOWARDS ALLAH 

In this verse Allah commands the Holy Prophet jJL. j Up iui J to announce to 
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all people that he, together with all his followers are steadfast on the path of 
oneness of Allah (Tatihtd), calling others towards it with "insight. "They are all 
convinced of the truth of their beliefs and will not be deterred from it by 
anything. 

Such should be the quality of the believers (Mu'minin). They do not allow 
any doubts to creep into their minds and are prepared to reply conclusively to 
any objections that the disbelievers (kuffar) may raise. 

"Allah is Pure , and I am not from those who ascribe partners to Allah." A believer 
(Mu'min) should be exonerated from whatever the disbelievers (kuffar) and 
polytheists claim and believe. 





(109) All the messengers that We sent before you were men from various cities to 
whom We had sent revelation. Have these people not travelled in the lands and 
seen what was the outcome of those before them? Indeed the home of the 
Hereafter is best for those who adopt piety (taqwa). Do you not understand? 


ALL THE PREVIOUS HOLY PROPHETS ^ WERE HUMANS 

Of the various futile objections raised by the polytheists when the Holy 
Prophet |JL-j *aU iut preached to them was that they demanded that the Holy 
Prophet be an angel. In reply to this Allah says, "All the messengers that \AIe sent 
before you were men from various cities to whom We had sent revelation The 
reason that all the Prophets were humans was that they were sent to 

preach to and teach humans. Therefore, they were best equipped to demonstrate 
Allah's injunctions to the people because they spoke the language and they 
possessed the same understanding and temperaments of humans. Angels, being 
a different creation, would have been unable to satisfactorily convey the message 
of the various Shari'ahs to the people. 

This verse is addressed to the Holy Prophet j &\ JL* so as to inform 
him that the nations of all the previous Prophets f*~Ji also raised the same 
objections. Allah quotes the speech of these people in Surah Ibrahim, where He 
says, "They said, 'You are but mere humans like ourselves. •" Allah's instruction 
to the Holy Prophet Up &\ was that he should bear all of this with 
patience, just as all the previous Anbiya did. 

"Have these people not travelled in the lands and seen what was the outcome of 
those before them?" Here Allah addresses people at large, telling them that if they 
saw what was the plight of the destroyed nations of the past, they would desist 
from their obstinacy and believe in the Holy Prophet Up 

"Indeed the home of the Hereafter is best for those who adopt piety (taqwa)." The 
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pleasures of the Hereafter are reserved for those who abstain from evil and carry 
out all the Obligations (Faraidh), Compulsories (Wajibat), preferables 
(Mustahabbat), etc of religion (Din). These blessinigs are far superior to the 
transitory ones of this world, which actually distract a person from Allah and 
from doing good deeds. 

"Do you not understand?" People seem not to understand that the everlasting 
blessings of the Hereafter are much better than the temporary ones of this world. 
However, people still hanker after these. 








(110) Until the time came when the messengers grew despondent and they 
thought that they erred in their understanding. Then Our assistance came to 
them and We rescued whom We willed. Our punishment cannot be averted from 
the criminal nation. 


THE PUNISHMENT OF THE TRANSGRESSORS CANNOT BE 
AVERTED 

This verse explains that the Prophets ^+4* grew despondent when 
Allah's assistance did not come to them immediately. They began to think that 
perhaps they were wrong to think that Allah would punish the wrongdoers 
immediately. This occurred because Allah granted the disbelievers (kuffdr) an 
abundance of worldly pleasures and they continued to pass their lives in ease. 

However, Allah punishes nations only when He decrees it fit. Although He 
promised His assistance to the Prophets he never specified to them 

exactly when it would come to them. In this manner, Allah's punishment was 
delayed until (as Allah says in Surah Baqarah), "the messenger (of Allah) and the 
believers said, 'When will the help of Allah come?' Surely , the help of Allah is near." 
[Surah 2, verse 214] 

Indeed, Allah's promise was always true and the help came. Allah says that 
when they reached this juncture, "Then Our assistance came to them and We rescued 
whom We willed. Our punishment cannot be averted from the criminal nation." 
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(111) In their narratives there is certainly a lesson for people of intelligence. 
This Qur'an is not a fabricated tale, but a confirmation to all the scriptures 
before it, a detailed explanation of all things, a guidance and a mercy for the 
believing folk. 


Surs* Yusuf 12: 111 


foo 


Anwar-ul-Bayiln (v. 5) 


THERE IS A LESSON IN THE NARRATIVES FOR PEOPLE OF 
INTELLIGENCE 

Four things are mentioned in this final verse of Surah Yusuf. The first is that 
'in their narratives there is certainly a lesson for people of intelligence." These 
are the ones who ponder and deliberate over the subject matter that it contains. 

Secondly, Allah says, "This Qur'an is not a fabricated tale... "The Qur'an 
and everything contained in it is the truth from Allah and is not the product of 
any messenger. 

Thirdly, Allah says that the Qur'an is "a confirmation to all tire scriptures 
before it..."It contains the teachings of the previous scriptures. Therefore, the Jews 
and Christians should be especially influenced by it. Addressing the Jews in 
Surah Baqarah, Allah says, "Believe in what I have revealed in confirmation of 
what you have with you , and do not become the first disbelievers." [Surah 2, verse 
41} 

In conclusion Allah says that the Qur'an is "a detailed explanation of all 
things , a guidance and a mercy for the believing folk." These are the people who 
accept its teachings and who practise accordingly. 
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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Most Merciful. 

(1) Alif Lam Mim Ra. These are the verses of the Book. Whatever has been 
revealed to you from your Lord is the truth, but most people do not believe. (2) It 
is Allah who raised the skies without any pillar that you see, then rose to the 
Throne and subjugated the sun and the moon. Each runs to its appointed term. 
He plans affairs and explains the signs in detail so that you may be convinced of 
meeting your Lord. (3) It is He Who spread the earth and placed mountains and 
rivers in it. He creates pairs from every type of fruit and covers the day with the 
night. Indeed there are signs in this for those people who ponder. (4) On the 
earth there are neighbouring tracts of land, orchards of grapes, plantations and 
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date palms, some of which intermingle, while others do not intermingle. All are 
irrigated by one water and We accord distinction to one over the other. Verily in 
this are signs for those who understand. 

VARIOUS SIGNS OFALLAH'S ONENESS AND MIGHT 

Allah begins Surah Rad by saying, "Alif Lam Mim Ra. "These are the letters 
of Muqatta'at. These letters were discussed in beginning of Surah Baqarah. 

"These are the verses of the Rook (the Qur'an). Whatever has been revealed to you 
from your Lord is the truth, but most people do not believe" They do not believe 
because they do not reflect but insist on following the deviant ways of their 
forefathers. Their disbelief will not affect the veracity of the Qur'an in the least. 

"It is Allah who raised the skies without any pillar that you see..." They seem not 
to notice that the highly elevated skies are suspended without any visible 
supports, yet they do not collapse. 

Describing Himself further, Allah says that after raising the skies He, "then 
rose to the Throne... "The details of this are explained in the commentary of verse 
54 of Surah A'raf (Surah 7). 

Allah also "subjugated the sun and the moon. Each runs to its appointed term." 
All of these celestial bodies will exist in the manner that Allah ordained and up 
to the period stipulated by Him. Even the speed of their orbits is according to His 
decree. 

Concerning the sun, Allah says in Surah Yasln, "The sun travels towards its 
destination. This is the decree of the Mighty, the All Knowing. We have stipulated phases 
for the moon, until it returns like a branch of an old date palm. It is not possible for the 
sun to catch up with the moon, nor is it possible for the night to precede the day. They all 
swim within their orbits." [Surah 36, verses 38-40] 

According to certain commentators, the "appointed term" refers to the end of 
the universe i.e. Judgment day (Qiyamah). 

"He plans affairs (in the entire universe) and explains the signs in detail so that 
you may be convinced of meeting your Lord." Some Scholars (Ulama) explain that the 
"signs" refer to the verses of the Qur'an. Others maintain that "the signs " refer to 
the proofs of oneness of Allah (Tauhxd), be they present in the Shari'ah or in the 
natural world. 

Once a person understands that Allah is able to create all these various 
creations. He is perfectly able to resurrect the dead on the Day of Judgement, 
when all will meet Him. 

"It is Him